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@ FOLLOWING a turn-away-crowd night at Kansas City’s Starlight Theatre, Don Williams and Merle Haggard 
joined Sherman Halsey (far left), Dwight Haldeman, and Steve Prichard backstage for a family photo. 


WEA MAKE 
COUNTRY 
INROADS? 


Gail Davies, T G Sheppard, Rodney 
Crowell, The Band, Jerry Jeff Walker, John 
Anderson, Hank Williams Jnr, Little Feat 
and the Steve Martin Band. 


WEA's international repertoire director Phil 
Straight says: ‘This album is a sort of tester 
to reach record buyers who may be on the 
fringe of the country market, but who are 
alienated by the traditional cowboys image 
of the genre. 


@ WEA is aiming to take its country music 
catalogue to a wider audience with a 
compilation album appropriately entitled 
‘Cross Country’, compiled by Sally Dyer of 
the company’s international product 
department. 

‘We will be monitoring subsequent sales of 
the artistes featured on the album and the 
results will determine our future plans for 
our country music marketing in the UK.’ 


The album features tracks by Glen 
Campbell, Emmylou Harris and Frizzell & 
West — plus Crystal Gayle, Johnny Lee, 


@ RITZ RECORDS did the full PR fling when taking the top off the Mean Fiddler and presenting Ray 
Lynam, Philomena Begley and Carey Duncan at a special show. 


The crowd was packed with show biz people and media and among them was Brian Maxine (pictured 
getting to grips with Carey Duncan) who was explaining to everyone why he was not on the festival 
despite a lot of publicity, including a full story in ‘Tit Bits’. 


ALL IN A DAY'S WORK 


@ MARTIN GRINHAM (Valentine Music), Dave Hendry, Tony Anderson, Mick Green (all of CMRU) and 
David Allen (BBC Radio and TV personality) at the Mean Fiddler Ritz Promotion. 


For All Your Country Requirements Contact 


DAVID ANTHONY PROMOTIONS 


649 Knutsford Road, Warrington. Telephone 0925 32496 


CMRU’s 
TEAM 
COVERS 
THE BIG 
SHOWS 


@ TAMMY WYNETTE has been 
putting the finishing touches on 
her new ‘look’ and stage show, 
which debuted May 23 at the 

Kennedy Centre in Washington, 
D.C. 


Tammy’s metamorphasis, which 
includes a new hair style, new 
attire, new record producer, new 
music, and a newly svelt figure, 
has turned a number of heads, 
prompting the saying, ‘Have you 
seen Tammy lately?’ 


In association with noted 
producer, Jerry Crutchfield, 
Tammy's 49th Epic LP is 
scheduled for an early June 
release. A complete stage 
wardrobe has been selected by 
Jeff Billings of Elizabeth Courtney 
Designs, with Bobbe Joy, Rahn 
McDow and Richard Bradshaw of 


hair and makeup. 


Kevin Carlisle, who has developed 
Stage shows for Melissa 
Manchester and Barry Manilow, 
among others, produced Tammy's 
fabulous new concert 
performance. 


@ GLEN CAMPBELL has a new 
single released on the Compleat 
label distributed by PRT. ‘Letting 
Go/Face To Face’ are both 
featured in the new film, ‘The 
Golden Seal’ and are also on the 
original soundtrack LP released by 
Compleat. 


WATCH OUT THE 
HUMPHRIES 


@ OBVIOUSLY there are not 
enough Roger Humphries fans 
around as the guy has started to 
produce his own. That means 
congratulations are the order of 
the day for Roger's latest ‘Breath 
of Fresh Air’ young Melissa, 
mustn't forget also to mention wife 
Caroline who also had a certain 
involvement in the birth of Roger's 
new daughter. 


CIA Creative Input redesigning her 


@ BRITAIN’S comedy duo the 
Duffy Brothers represent Britain on 
the International Show at this 
month’s Fanfair in Nashville. The 
show, hosted by Charley Pride and 
Crystal Gayle, will be held on 
Wednesday 6 June. 


We hear also the Duffys are to join 
the Charley Pride show as full time 
members during July and August 
1984. When asked Ray Duffy said, 
‘The final details of the trip are to 
be organised during our visit to the 
States for Fanfair, when we will 
take a couple of days off to travel to 
Charley's main office in Dallas’. 
The offer came as a result of their 
recent successful British tour with 
Charley Pride. 


@ Going to Nashville's Fan Fair 
this month? Well you might like to 
note other Fan Fair week functions 
Staged by various fan clubs which 
you may like to attend:— 


Jim & Jesse's 25th Anniversary 
celebration 3 June at Music 
Village USA. Jean Osborn, 404 
Shoreline Dr., Tallahassee, Fi. 
32301 is in charge. Australia (Tom 
and Ted LeGarde) will be honorees 
at a belated birthday party 4 June 
at the Silver Wings Restaurant/ 
Nashville Airport Hilton. Contact 
Barbara Cohn, PO Box 907, 
Hendersonville, Tn. 37077-0907. 
Loretta Lynn and the Coal Miners 
will perform for their Pow-Wow 
guests (which includes dinner) at 
the Opryland Hotel, Wednesday 6 
June. Info is available from Box 
177, Wild Horse, Co. 80862. Helen 
Cornelius and her band, Southern 
Spirit, will perform during a dinner 
Cruise on the Cumberland River 

5 June. Contact Virginia Walker, 
724 State St., Hannibal, Mo. 
63401. Faron Young’s fan club will 
hold a party 4 June. You can get 
details from Yvonne Garner, PO 
Box 1782, Pasadena, Tx. 77501. 
Ronny Robbins’ fan club party will 
take place at the Marriott Hotel 7 
June and info is available from his 
president, Nancy Van Putte, 70 
English Road, Rochester NY. 
14616. Jeanne Pruett will host a 
fish fry and show on 7 June. Rita 
Gordon can give you all info, 

35 S. Rural St., Indianapolis, IN. 
46201. Suzi Deveraux and some of 
her friends will perform for their 
guests on 7 June at the Sheraton 
Inn on Broadway. Cheryl Ellson is 
the lady in charge, R R 1, Box 166, 
Sullivan II. 61951. The Oak Ridge 
Boys will host something special 
for their membership and then 
bring them to the IFCO Dinner & 
Show on 8 June, where they will be 
headlining the grandstand 
extravaganza. Contact Cindy 
Burchfield or Kathy McClintock, 
329 Rockland Road, 
Hendersonville, Tn. 37075. Ronnie 
Smith is sponsoring a free show 
and dance at the Opryland Hotel on 
5 June. Details from them atR D1, 
Shells Bush Road, Herkimer, NY 
13350. Margo Smith will have a 
show and party in her own yard 
June 7. Contact Linda Dalton for 
details, PO Box 4048, Kansas City, 
KS 66104. Reba McEntire will 
have her members attend a 
barbeque and show at Music 
Village USA on Friday 8 June. 
Contact her fan club headquarters 
at Star Route, Stringtown, OK. 
74569. T G Sheppard will host a 
reception 6 June. 
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@ THE Academy of Country Music 
carried on NBC-TV 14 May was 
co-hosted this year by Mac Davis, 
Crystal Gayle, and Charley Pride. 
The ACM had already announced, 
for the fourth time, Gilley's in 
Pasadena, Tx. as Country 
Nightclub of the Year. Rhubarb 
Jones of WLWI/Montgomery, Al., 
was elected top disc jockey, while 
KRMD/Shreveport, LA., was 
named top country station. 
Winners in these three categories 
are determined through voting by 
record company country 
promotion personnel, music 
industry trades and other 
publications covering the country 
field. 


@ The 11th Annual Hank Williams 
Memorial Celebration is set for 3 
June in the rural Mt. Olive West 
community in Butler County, Al. 
Entertainment will feature some 
top-notch acts as well as 
newcomers. Concessions will be 
available with lots of arts and 
crafts booths throughout the day- 
long celebration. The park is 
located two miles west of l-65/exit 
107, some sixty miles south of 
Montgomery. Additional 
information is available from Edna 
Liller, Rt. 1, Box 33, Brantley, Al. 
36009 or call AC 205/527-3119. 


@ The Music Country Radio 
Network has scheduled a live 
show to be broadcast from the 
Opry House on6 June. The show is 
now an official part of Fan Fair and 
tickets will be included in the 
registration package. 


@ The International Fan Club 
Organisation (IFCO) has released 
an almost-completed roster of 
names scheduled to perform on 
their 17th Annual Show Friday 
evening, June 8. Staged at the 
Tennessee State Fair Grounds 
(tickets sold separate from the Fan 
Fair registration package), the Oak 
Ridge Boys will headline with Gary 
Morris in the featured guest role. 
The traditional surprise guest spot 
is certain to be a winner again in 
*84; plus Loretta Lynn, Razzy 
Bailey, Rex Allen Jnr, Darrell 
Clanton, Margo Smith, Karen 
Taylor-Good and Johnny Lee. 
Emcees will be Jarrett Day of KSO/ 
Des Moines, IA., and Lee Shannon 
of KWKH/Shreveport, LA. 


@ WMZQ/Washington has been 
named the official co-sponsoring 
radio station for the ’84 Bull Run 
Jamboree, presented by the 
Northern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority. Scheduled for July 29 in 
Manassas, Va., the Jamboree will 
include a full day of contests, 
games, and a concert with George 
Jones, George Strait, Janie Fricke, 
Jerry Reed and more. 


@ George Jones, Charlie Daniels 
Band, Johnny Rivers, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and Marshall Tucker are 
booked for Memphis’ Cotton 
Carnival Music Festival '84, 
scheduled for 1-3 June. 


@ Jerry Lee Lewis has wed for the 
sixth time. The 22-year-old bride 
is an aspiring country singer from 
Memphis, Kerrie McCarver. Gene 
Watson's daughter Terri was 
married on St Patrick's Day in 
Houston, Tx., and Moe Bandy’s 
daughter has set her wedding in 
San Antonio. 


@ ARTISTES ON THE 

MOVE: Australia (Tom and Ted 
LeGarde), Stella Parton and Becky 
Hobbs to Joe Taylor Agency. Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band to Jim Halsey 
International. Leon Everette, 
David Frizzell and Shelly West to 
ICM — Nashville. Johnny 
Rodriguez to Top Billing 
International. Jack Greene and 
Jeannie Seeley to Bo-Will 
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Enterprises, Nashville. Lorrie 
Morgan and Donna Fargo to 
International Celebrity Services. 
George Jones to Regency Artistes, 
Los Angeles. Johnny Lee to In 
Concert International. Four Guys to 
in Concert Intl. Charlie Louvin to 
House of Talent. Ferlin Huskey to 
Tessier Talent. Norma Jean to 
Billy Deaton Agency. Gus Hardin to 
ICM — Nashville. Bandana to 
Headline International. 


@ Danny Davis and the Nashville 
Brass are scheduled to open all six 
days at the Minnesota State Fair, 
23-28 August. 


@ The Bellamy Brothers, who 
recently completed a tour of Saudi 
Arabia, will be back overseas in 
June. This time, the duo will tour 
Ireland, England, Australia, New 
Zealand and the Fiji Islands. 


@ Merle Haggard has established 
a video production company to 
tape his concerts for direct mail 
sales to the concertgoers. 
Haggard’s Video Music Classics, 
based in Phoenix, has been taping 
selected shows since late March. 
Ticket buyers are given self- 
contained envelope/order blanks 
as they enter or leave the concert 
and are told from the stage that 
videotapes can be ordered. So far, 
only Haggard’s segments of a 
concert are taped. However, the 
service is being offered to other 
acts on the bill. No projects are yet 
being made as to cost of taping 
and duplicating or how well the 
tapes will move. 


@ Are Roy Clark and Mel Tillis set 
to co-produce and star in a comedy 
movie? 


@ The Oak Ridge Boys scheduled 
for a return at the MGM Grand in 
Las Vegas, Nv., 22-28 Nov. 
Antique car collector Duane Allen 
of the Oak Ridge Boys had a pair of 
his dozen or so collectibles chosen 
for use in the forthcoming Disney 
movie, ‘Love Leads The Way’, 
which will star Timothy Bottoms, 
and is currently being filmed in 
Nashville. 


@ Karen Taylor-Good telephoned 
to say she is excited about her new 
video, ‘Handsome Man’ currently 
in heavy rotation on CMTV. Her 
video ‘Welcome To The World’ is 
part of an extensive Mothers Day 
Promotion. With six nationally- 
charted records, movie 
soundtracks and jingles, she is 
starting to enjoy the fruits of her 
labour. 


@ Dottie West has signed with the 
Dallas-based Permian records 
company. 


@ Often persons prominent in 
professional and business 
endeavors to be named recipients 
of top awards by the Nashville 
chapter of National Women 
Executives, Crystal Gayle was 
presented the Community Service 
Award. 


@ Leon Russell has acquired a 
facility in Hendersonville, Tn. 
formerly occupied by indie label 
Koala Records, a fourty-eight track 
audio studio which will have aud- 
for-vid post-production 
capabilities. Bobby Bradley, son of 
former RCA Nashville head Jerry 
Bradley will be in charge of the 
facility. 


@ Jim Foglesong, recently 
displaced as head of MCA Records 
Nashville, has been named 
president of Capitol/Liberty/EMI 
there. Martha Sharp and Janice 
Azrak have become the first Music 
City record label women with VP 
titles, having just achieved that 
Status with Warner Brothers 
Records. Jim Ed Norman is the 
new head of Warner Brothers/ 
Nashville. 


@ Dottie West signs new record deal 


e Jan Howard into real estate. 


@ Ronnie Milsap, Janie Fricke 
and John Anderson are scheduled 
to perform at this year’s ‘Stars For 
Children’ concert in Dallas, Tx. 
The sixth annual concert to benefit 
the prevention of child abuse, will 
be held Saturday, 14 June at the 
Tarrant County Convention Centre. 


@ Leon Everette was special 
guest for the city of Jacksonville, 
Fl., and WQIX recently when he 
performed at their new city park 
for a crowd of approximately 
10,000 people. 


@ TomT Hall's ‘Child Abuse 
Prevention’ spots are enlightening 
young people to the available help 
for child abuse. WSM-TV Channel 
4 in Nashville has won a DuPont 
Award incorporating some of 
Hall’s spots in the future, “Innocent 
Shame: The Legacy of Child 
Sexual Abuse’. The success of 
these spots has lead to the 
continued involvement of Hall and 
WSM-TV. 


@ Did ja’ know . . . Jan Howard 
(whose son is a real estate broker) 
is also going into real estate. At 
last report, she was awaiting word 
as to whether she passed the State 
exam. Jan’s fan club recently 
marked its third anniversary and 


i 


@ Tom T Hall involved with ‘Child Abuse’? 
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will celebrate with a Smorgasbord 
in Nashville on 4 June. Joanne 
Wohitmann is in charge of details, 
Box 431, Rye, NY. 10580. 


@ Jerry Reed, successful 
songwriter, guitar player, 
recording artiste and actor, is out 
to conquer the world of video. He 
has just opened TSC Video, a state 
of the art video production centre 
on 18th Avenue South in Nashville. 
The facility consists of three 
separate editing rooms, four 
computers and a studio, and 
boasts the newest post production 
equipment in the city. 


@ Loretta Lynn was on the ‘phone 
from Harrah’s/Lake Tahoe, where 
she worked to capacity crowds 
throughout her week-long 
engagement. She was bubbling 
about completion of a new film for 
United Way's 1984/85 fund raising 
campaign. 


@ Charley Pride and Glen 
Campbell were co-hosts for the 
fourth annual ‘Country Comes 
Home’ show, taped in Nashville 5 
May. Waylon Jennings and Hank 
Williams, Jnr were among the 
guests. 


@ Rumour has it Dolly Parton and 
Boy George will record a duet. 


TERRI GIBBS 
JOINS 


@ NASHVILLE, Tn. — Top Billing 
International announces the 
signing of an exclusive booking 
agreement with MCA recording 
artiste, Terri Gibbs. 

‘We are tremendously excited 
over the prospect of representing 
an artiste of Gibbs’ stature to the 
marketplace,’ commented Dan 


Goodman, responsible agent for 
Top Billing. ‘Her incredible 
versatility gives her performance 
strong draw-appeal in the market 
place today.” 


Gibbs, who was a Georgia girl with 
a few pet chickens, rose from 
serenading patrons of an Augusta, 
GA Steak & Ale to scaling the 
country and pop charts with her hit 
‘Somebody's Knockin’’. 


Gibbs’ initial success has resulted 
in a long list of awards: The 
Academy of Country Music’s ‘Best 
New Female Vocalist,’ CMA’s 
‘Horizon Award’, Cashbox’s ‘Best 
New Female Vocalist’, as wellasa 
prestigious nomination for a 
Grammy for ‘Best Country Music 
Vocal Performance By A Female’. 


DEADLINE 


@ DEADLINE for the 5th annual 
Music City Song Festival in 
Nashville is 15 May. Applications 
from amateur and professional 
songwriters, singers and lyricists 
are invited — contact Lynda 
Nelson, PO Box 17999, Nashville, 
TN 37217. Tel (615) 834-0025 
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THE BROTHERS 
GRIM! 


@ For me personally the biggest 
failures at this year’s Silk Cut 
festival were Australia as 
comperes, for without a band 
behind them their inadequacies 
were all too apparent. Even the 
average British pub band has to 
have a repertoire of a couple of 
dozen songs, yet these two sang 
some songs two or three times in 
the fill in change over spots during 
the three days. 


It is even more tragic when you 
consider that they probably sang 
twice as many numbers as any of 
the festival headliners and as one 
wag Said: ‘one was born three 
minutes behind the other and 
hasn't caught up yet!” 


| know that being the Wembley 
Arena compere is not easy but an 
act of their experience should be 
aware of their audience reaction 
and monitor the promoter in ~ 
situations where encores might be 
needed. 


Having seen this display as far as | 
am concerned Captain Cook has a 
lot to answer for! 


TIME TO CHANGE 
BROTHERS? 


With the benefit of hindsight and 
trying to be constructive, as 
always, might | suggest that 
instead of going 15,000 miles to 
the colonies, or three thousand 
miles to Nashville, that Mr Conn 
takes a mere sixty-eight mile trip 
up the A1 to where two other 
brothers, Leo and Ray, live and 
book them for next year. 


| know that the Duffy Brothers were 
once almost very involved with the 
Conn Organisation but suggest it is 
time to consider them again, this 
time as comperes over the three 
days. Look at their qualifications: 
they are a self-contained duo used 
to working in the largest venues; 
they have comedy, are very visual 
as far as TV is concerned; they are 
excellent musicians and 
bluegrass is always popular with 
the ‘stone’ country fans; they have 
reportedly been asked by Charley 
Pride to be the support act on his 
tour of the States following their 
success on his British tour. They 
have even been invited to Fan Fair 
in Nashville this month and not 
least of all they are British! 


WHEN IS A ‘HIT’ 
NOT A‘HIT’ 


Answer... when a British 
audience does not know it! When, 
oh when will someone advise the 
American acts that have monster 
hits in the States that they are net 
necessarily known here! | am sure 
a British audience would take to 
their hearts more an artiste that 
simply said, ‘Look, | know | am 
singing songs new to you, but 
they've been really good to me 
back home and I've come all the 
way here in the hope that you'll 
like ‘em too.’ Instead, they thank 
them for buying a record that, in 
most cases, their British record 
label hasn't even bothered to 
release over here! 


WORD HAS IT 


While on a British promotion kick, 
Starting from Good Friday to the 
following Friday | saw more than 
one hundred different country 
music acts, many of them 
presenting new songs that | was 


MICK GREEN takes a look back at Wembley 1984 and 
picks out some interest stories and chronicles 


hearing for the first time. The most 
memorable of which, to me, was 
‘Word Has It’, written by Nick 
Carter and presented by the 
Yellowstone Picnic Band. 


Itneeds some progressive minded 
record company to sign this band 
up, get a record properly 
available, then put the band on 
tour as support act to one of their 
fully established stars. Then with 
this proper exposure this band and 
this song could make a major 
commercial breakthrough! 


THE SOUND OF 
COUNTRY... 


The good news at Wembley given 
by Mervyn Conn was that he had 
signed a further three-year deal 
with BBC2 TV for coverage of the 
Silk Cut Festival, and he was able 
to promise us something that 
Wembley has never had before for 
next year? (Did | hear someone 
say he was talking about a sound 
engineer?) 


But seriously, following the 
improvements of the past couple 

of festivals this year’s was back to 
all the old faults. Show me a good 
country act and I'll show you a 
sound engineerthatcanruinthem. — 


The only thing that can be said is 
that all seemed to suffer equally! 
Emmylou, Ray Stevens, etc. but it 
must have been particularly hard 
for the acoustic bands like The 
Stonemans and Jim and Jesse and 
for those acts trying to present 
what, to the British audience, were 
new songs — Shelly West, David 
Frizzell, Tom Gribbin, B J Thomas 
etc. 


| know that Wembley Arena is 


really only a big scout hut but it is 
possible to make the sound more 
acceptable... . 


THE SOUND OF 
SILENCE 


More than just a few people 
complained to me this year about 
the fact that trade stands were 
playing records during the main 
shows spoiling the performance, 
so the rule of no music during the 
shows ought to be enforced? 


@ That notice on the Johnny West stand 


PROMISES, 
PROMISES 


At the original Festival Press 
Conference last November those 
in attendance were assured that 
each act on the main stage would 
get a full half-an-hour, but alas we 
were back to the old twelve- 
minute syndrome for the opening 
acts. This is bad for a variety of 
reasons: (a) it does not give 
anyone time to make a real 


LADY IN WAITING! 


| hear that the new line-up Indigo 
Lady so impressed Mervyn Conn 
that he invited this visual and now 
quite dynamic act to do a spot on 
the main arena stage on either the 
Sunday or Monday, but they 
politely informed him they had 
paying gig commitments on both 
days, but I’m informed they have 
been promised their own spot on 
mainstage next year? 


some opinions . . his and yours. 


OSMOND FEVER 


With two thousand fans turning up 
at Wembley to see the Osmond 
Brothers it is hard to believe that 
only a total of twenty copies of 
their record were available for 
Sale at the festival. Apparently 
their UK record company personel 
did not know they had them on 
their artiste roster! | bet someone 
somewhere got four lace holes up 
his — — — tor that. 


FULL WEMBLEY REVIEW 
CENTRE PAGES 


a ae 


@ Close encounter with the Osmonds for CMRU's West Country contributor 


Marcia Hunter in Wembley Press Office 


OL’ GRAVEL 
BOOTS MEL 
HAGUE FORCED 
TO TAKE 
MEDICAL BREAK 


@ WeEare sorry to hear thata long 
standing medical condition has 
resulted in top British country 
entertainer Mel Hague being laid 
up for three months on the strict 
orders of his doctors. No further 
details have been made available. 
CMRU is asked to publish that any 
clubs who have Mel Hague booked 
to appear during the next three 
months or beyond should contact 
his management: Bob Crossley at 
Circuit Management on (0709) 
541703. 
@ CMRU’s ‘man about town’ in London, Tony Anderson, gains the full attention of Indigo Lady. We wonder what he said? 
Your best caption wins an album. (Editor's decision final.) 


Meanwhile everyone at CMRU 
wishes Mel a speedy recovery. 


TIME TO MAKE A 
STAND ...OR 
HOW THE JOHNNY 
WEST WAS LOST! 


Apparently following some 
dissension during the festival 
regarding the profitablility of trade 
stands relative to attendance 
figures, Johnny West was 
prompted to put the notice pictured 
here on his stand, and since West 
had the largest trade stand at the 
festival this year, and has been in 
attendance for the last three years, 
this must be quite a blow. 


6th International 
Festival of 


Country Music 


Matlock Bath 


(er 


Worthington 
10 June 


: Artistes appearing: : 


Raymond Froggatt Band 
White Mansions Show 
Jimmy Lawton (USA) 
Teresita & Interstate (SCOTLAND) 
Free Spirtt § Kelvin Henderson 
Graesset Gror (DENMARK) 
Tangie County Snuffy Garrett 
Radio Derby’s Colin Ramsey 


impression; (b) the more acts you 
put on and off the more actual 
music time you lose due to change 
Over; (c) the more acts you put on 
the more difficult it gets for the 
sound engineers to get it right. 


NOON - 2pm _ FISHPOND BALLROOM FREE ADMISSION 
2.30pm PAVILION WHITE MANSIONS ete TICKETS £3 
7.30pm PAVILION GRAND FINALE SHOW TICKETS £4 


All day ticket £5.50 
Enquiries (077-385) 3168 


The idea of a minimum half-hour 
was a good one, let's hope it 
happens next year as | am sure 
fans would like quality in the acts 
and the sound as opposed to 
quantity. 


Sponsored by BASS 
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COUNTRY 


SUPER TRANSLUCENT 


- SUN VISOR 


If you were disappointed, we are pleased to say 
that new supplies are available. 


WORDSEARCH 


FIDDLIN’ AROUND 


Thought I'd let the fiddlers take a ‘bow’ this month’s being resin-ant people. So in the best bingo terms it's eyes down and 
looking for thirty-five of country musics top violinists. 
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RAreazrec<nnztoerangom<« TVIFEMxKXA-sSzaY 
e~~"<neOMOCNn2ZAxeaezaxce-~orra2- 
rPaeoOonxDDWSaT-~NMUaec<~raearaox~2zworwcow 
emmvoSowmomx-TM—MenooOmMr~oOeOKZxIAO 
<<commoeetwronxnrwwzerorw8%<<7- 
SBrm-rrnaACOCOMONSAK~H XC DKHMNOM™xmMST 
BO OnNnOTDoOW~S OM A27MNCHrPWS MBETWBOOIUOM 
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AWA SzS=rwWmwosZrraAzAmMrrant FMF AnCTTs2amo 
KMNOEOS KCMHOVMNQDOTDIANVYMETOAAYSP-DPS 
=mmwéxenMmorr,rOoOxow,wmoOoec rc AN-YFECBZKA 
BrOormn—-XOMMNZAOYNBDPFPVSPSECOCSz=Mm— 
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SC2n~x~Exo0omnzrTAKRDOOTZ2azA<~O-~ZOrMFSO 
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Ne DWDoV<~CZzZoDWwMVOCOZrOMOZzYrOrrISFweAM 
rPe2cwmroa-wHMN<T0D CMe VOF Te AS 
HFRoOneaxrnnontat<x~nanto2zmMsear22nNqM 
SBorewmwmaxs “HNMR TDOCHOAMIBIVIPFPESETH 


— Compiled by Tony Anderson 


Pontins Country Style Holiday Festival, 
Prestatyn Sands Holiday Village, May 1984 


Jana Jae Fiddlin Arthur Smith 
d Shorty Lavender ji Tabuchi 
Brian Ahern Ge ® as Re TRY sem Mai rats Toten 
Round Up ; 

TO turn a multi-functional self-catering holiday village into a cow town for a week at the MUS A c pari ribehs nae 
drop of a cowboy hat was the task that faced the management and staff at Prestatyn JUST FOR FUN Bob Wills Howdy Forrester 
Sands Holiday Village, North Wales, in their early 1984 presentation of a Country Style otek bo ible 
Holiday Festival | think they will agree that their efforts were made easy by their Spade Cooley Tex Logan 
attracted customers who spent their holiday attired in a colourful multitude of costume ‘Draggin’ The Bow’ updownbackwards —_—Billy Armstrong Floyd Gib Gilbeau JE Mainer 
depicting the imaginary styles and trends of the early American nation. The wearing of tee ee tar fran fe ees ey acter 
such garments now appears to be the norm for these Pontins Festivals. At least it seems ieee Curly Fox sac Mogaha Drew Taylor 
to allow escapism from real life and its many pressures and that’s what holidays are all Red Hayes Tokyo Matsu Roy Warhurst 


about, aren’t they? 


— 


@ The theme of these Holiday 
Festivals is centred around 
country music and there was 
plenty on display, both organised 
and impromptu, with over 120 
Musicians providing over forty 
outfits booked. The main arenas of 
entertainment being the Ballroom 
re-named The Silver Dollar 
Saloon, the theatre re-named 
Gran’ O! Opry, and the bar lounge 
which featured The Showcase Of 


New sTalentg highlighted by the Thursday before 30 June 1984. The winners will be published in the 
vee dlbepese siesta tenis the THE SHOWCASE OF August issue of CMRU. 
THE SILVER DOLLAR Duffy Bros and Dark Hollow NEW TALENT 
SALOON augmented by several in house @ Hosted by Johnny Spencer this 


@ Was by far the most popular 
area per head of people. Hosted by 
Jon Derek whose work rate and 
availability was the envy of many. 
This was Jon Dereks first Pontins 
Festival as an entertainer, 
compere. He handled it well. Disco 
duties were once again controlled 
by the Glitterman lan Ashcroft who 
gave the audience what they 
wanted. Ashcroft is Pontins secret 
weapon, he has re-vitalised the 
ballroom to the main attraction 
whilst resident band Campbell's 
Country did a first-class job of 
work throughout the week. Their 
good natured willingness to 
entertain under any circumstances 
won them many admirers. 


@ The strength of the ballroom is 
its continuity showcased with a 
cabaret twice nightly (two 
houses). All the booked country 
cabaret gave a good account of 
themselves in their projection of 


their varied styles of country through the week a large area front will probably always be found in In which movie does Dolly appear 9 Who did Stella Parton and Bob Hoan 
music . . . with the exception of a of stage was cleared to form a this type of holiday but, as long as with Lily Tomlin? sing an ode to? 
Pontins are pleasing most of the 


well known lady recording artiste 
who, although gifted with an 
excellent voice is just not country, 


and an international ventriloquist 
who has about as much to do with 
country music as the unknown 
ukelele-playing George Formby 
act who won a prize in the talent 
competition. The same criticism is 
aimed at the operator of the 
flashing banks of disco lights that 
were misused throughout the 
whole week. The Silver Dollar 
Saloon also provided the setting 
for the lunchtime cabaret, 


musicians in a great session. 
Another feature was the playing of 
American Trilogy and the parade 
of flags and costumes given by the 
Shilo Civil War Society at 
midnight. The evenings were 
brought to a close by Johnny 
Spencer in a slightly curtailed late 
show impeded by the closing of the 
bars and the stage crews need for 
Sleep. 


GRAN’ OL’ OPRY 


@ The ‘in concert’ theatre's 
resident band was Hickory Lake, 
who must now be among the very 
top country bands in Britain. Their 
contribution to this festival was 
immense. Band leader Vic 
Woodhouse also proved to be a 
very worthy compere and link man 
under some trying circumstances. 
The theatre was flanked between 
the restaurant and the western 
Stall area with a walkway cutting 
through the centre. Part way 


dance floor, which | felt 
completely destroyed all attempts 
to create that intimate atmosphere 


that ‘country’ theatre shows are 
renowned for. The shows did 
however have British acts but 
because of the aforementioned 
mitigating circumstances that 
prevailed, support for the ‘in 
concert’ shows quickly dwindled 
along with the atmosphere. As | 
wrote last year, the ‘in concert’ 
concept needs re-studying by 
Pontins. 


proved to be One Strike At A Time 
with the guy who struck gold being 
Johnny Marks, yet another of 
Festival Director, Bob Chapples, 
discoveries. Johnny Marks sang 
his heart out all week and 
amassed a healthy crowd of camp 
followers working every stage of 
the festival. It is reported that he 
sold more recorded product than 
any other artiste and I’m told he 
has won himself a place at every 
Pontins festival for the next twelve 
months. The other main 
contributors to the Showcase were 
Pete Palmer and Codys County 
who worked extremely hard. Other 
residents who caught my attention 
included Tone Howard with his 
dance instruction and Ken 
Birkinshawe with his country 
music quiz. 


@ My overall impressions were 
still a good holiday among friends, 
giving areas of light and shade that 


people some of the time, they will 
remain on a winner. 


ae : 
ph 
J oy Ne 


What year did Dolly split with Porter 


Wagoner? 


In 1967 Dolly had her first two hit 


records. What were they? 


On which album sleeve did Dolly 
pose with 16 dozen red carnations 


and baby’s breath flowers? 


At what age did Dolly first sing inthe 10 


Grand Ole Opry? 


Answers on a postcard only to ‘Dolly In London Competition’. 


IN LONDON 


ONCE again ‘Country Music Round Up’, Britain’s first 
country music newspaper, brings you the very best of prizes 
in our simple-to-enter competition. All you have to dois 
answer the ten questions below correctly and you could be 
one of the proud winners of RCA/Columbia’s video ‘Dolly In 
London’, if your correct entry is one of the first five received 


6 What was the title of the song which 
Dolly sang with her sister Stella 
on a local Tennessee radio station? 


7 Name Dolly’s singing brother. 


Dolly comes from a large 
family. Where in line is she, and how 
many children were there? 


In 1974 Dolly had a world-wide hit. 
What was it? 


OFTEN affectionately referred to 
as the Texas Jewboy, Kinky was 
born Richard Friedman on 31 
October 1944 in Rio Duckworth, 
Texas. A rather bizarre character 
with a penchant for western shirts 
with pearl snaps, topped off by a 
large gold Star of David lest 
anyone forget his ancestry. He is 
probably best known for the 
sometime rather doubtful content 
of his lyrics, as displayed on songs 
such as ‘Ol Ben Lucas’ or the 
‘Ballad of Charles Whitman’. 


@ This son of a Psychology 
Professor, who worked with a band 
who actually called themselves 
the Texas Jewboys and sported 
such names as Little Jewford, Big 
Nig and Snakebite Jacobs etc, but 
although the names, the clothes 
and the songs might on the surface 
appear rather weird, there’s a pure 
country sound, Texas style. 


@ No better example of good 
country music could be found than 
the title track of Kinky’s first 
album, ‘Sold American’, released 
in 1973 and produced by Chuck 
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KINKY FRIEDMAN 


Clive WY NCS a 


Glaser. One only has to listen as 
Kinky unfolds the lyrics in his lived 
in voice; 


Faded, jaded, fallin' cowboy 
Star, 

Pawnshop's itchin’ for your old 
guitar. 

Where you goin’ ain't nobody 
knows, 

the sequins have fallen from 
your clothes. 

Once you heard the Opry crowd 
applause, 

Now you're hanging out at 
fourth and broad. 

On the rain wet side walk, 
remembering the time 

when coffee with a friend was 
still a dime.’ 


P Glaser Publications Inc 


... to visualise any one of a 
hundred struggling country 
musicians. While on ‘High On 
Jesus’ the lyrics can be classed as 
sheer poetry, a complete contrast 
to his more expected bizarre style 
on songs such as ‘We Reserve The 
Right To Refuse You Service’, a 


song about various forms of 
prejudice; or the even more 
outrageous and controversial 
‘Ballad of Charles Whitman’ about 
the Texas Tower Sniper. 


@ His 1974 album ‘Kinky 
Friedman’ failed to attain the 
excellence of his first release, 
though it didn’t really fall all that 
far short of it; but, once again on 
several of the tracks Kinky 
managed to display supreme bad 
taste with songs like ‘They Ain't 
Making Jews Like Jesus Anymore’ 
and ‘Before All Hell Breaks Loose’. 
The contrast between these 
rollickin’ numbers and ones like 
the gentle ‘When The Lord Closes 
The Door (He Opens A Little 
Window)’ or ‘Popeye The 
Sailorman’ is almost 
unbelievable. 


@ Several current ‘heavyweights’ 
of the country scene were on hand 
then to assist with his first two 
albums, among them Willie 
Nelson, Waylon Jennings, 
Tompail and Jim Glaser, John 
Hartford and Jimmy Payne. 


Whatever happened to:-— 
JOHN RIGGS 


@ A SHORT tour of England a 
couple of years back by John went 
by almost unnoticed. A great pity, 
for those lucky enough to see him 
had an entertaining time, for as 
well as singing well in his own 
voice, John is a master at taking 
off other artistes. 


@ Originally from the lovely town 
of Mt Carmel, Illinois, this 

6ft 3in singer/songwriter known as 
the Country Kojak for his 
distinctive ‘hair style’ (or should 
that read lack of hair style) is now 
Nashville-based. In 1973 John 
could be seen walking around 
Nashville using his head as a 
walking billboard, having rented it 
out to Marty Robbins for eight days 
at $100 a day. Since that time his 
songs have been recorded by 
Conway Twitty, George Jones, 
Hank Snow and others, his best 
known to date are ‘Forbidden 


Clive Wynes 


Angel’ and ‘You Make Me Feel 
Like A Man’ both recorded by the 
late Mel Street. John has also co- 
written many songs along with his 
good friend, 1984 Wembley 
success, Billy Walker. Of these 
Billy has recorded nine himself. 


@ John recorded a few singles 
back in the seventies none of 
which has made much impact, and 
his only album to date ‘Blue Jeans 
and Country Ways’ which was 
released in ‘79, contained twelve 
of his songs, but all written with 
other singers in mind! So it follows 
that since then John has been 
rather quiet on the recording 
scene, although a single taken 
from that album, “Let Your Sweet 
Love Toe The Line’ was released 
followed by a new song ‘God Save 
Queen And Country Too’. This was 
issued without much success in 
England. 


@ His last single, (released in 
1982) a tribute to his hero George 
Jones titled ‘I Still Love George 
Jones’, sums up his feelings about 
this master vocalist: 


‘1know he has his problems, but 
so does everyone 

! don't claim he’s perfect, until 
he sings a song 

But don't judge him for the 
things he's not ‘cause he’s still 
Number One 

He still loves the country, and | 
still love George Jones 


C John Riggs Music 


@ Currently, John is planning an 
Australian tour but he still hopes to 
pay a return visit to England very 
soon. John is a songwriter who 
much prefers performing. He told 
me: ‘My love is recording and 
performing because | like to sing 
and be close to the fans.” 


@ Onhis third album ‘Lasso From 
El Paso’ released in 1976 some 
other more unlikely 
‘heavyweights’ lent a hand 
including Ringo Starr, Eric Clapton 
and Bob Dylan and the Rolling 
Thunder Review. 


@ That album opens with an 
enthusiastic version of ‘Sold 
American’ recorded live at Ft 
Collins, Colorado, and once again 
the way-out side of Kinky is well 
represented by numbers such as 
“Ol Ben Lucas’, ‘Waitret Oh 


Waitret’ and ‘Mens Room LA’ on 
which Ringo Starr is heard as the 
voice of Jesus. To contrast these 
there is a superb rendition of the 
Peter La Farge song, ‘The Ballad of 
Ira Hayes’, out of which Kinky 
manages to wring a great deal of 
emotion — also included was the 
Ray Stevens novelty song ‘Ahab 
The Arab’. 


@ ‘Lasso From El Paso’ was his 
last album release for seven 
years, then at the end of 1983 he 
came bouncing back in fine form 
with... 


KINKY FRIEDMAN 
UNDER THE DOUBLE EGO 
SUNRISE LP 101 


PEOPLE WHO READ PEOPLE 
MAGAZINE; MARILYN AND JOE: THE 
TAKE IT EASY TRAILER PARK; SKATIN’ 
ON THIN ICE; THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO JOHN; HELLO GOOD MORNIN’; 
TWIRL; THE BOOGIE MAN; NASHVILLE 
CASUALTY AND LIFE; KEEP ON THE 
SUNNYSIDE 


The intervening years have 
honed down the more bizarre 
and shocking side of Kinky’s 
writing allowing amore 
sensitive poetic side to emerge, 
and though he still has a lot to 
say, he now manages to 
express it in a more readily 
acceptable fashion. His slightly 
‘throaty’ sounding world weary 
voice is perfectly at home on 
‘Hello Good Mornin”, a duet 
with Chris O'Connell of Asleep 
At The Wheel. Chris can also be 
heard on ‘Skatin’ On Thin Ice’, 
a catchy little number about a 
hockey player. ‘Marilyn and 
Joe’ is a gentle love song about 
Marilyn Monroe and Joe Di 
Maggio, it features some lovely 
mandolin playing from Sammy 
Allred, one half Geezinslaw 
Brothers. Odd track out is ‘The 
Boogie Man’, a throwback to 
his more zany days in style and 
rendition. Favourite tracks, the 
up tempo ‘Twirl’ and ‘Nashville 
Casualty and Life’ about an old 
coloured banjo player. This is 
one of the most ‘country’ 
albums to come my way 
recently, and I can’t 
recommend it enough. Great 
songs, great picking and is 
available here through import 
dealers. 


A QUARTET OF COUNTRY 
CLASSICS 


~ Glen Campbell 


Country Favourites 


George Jones 


& The Texas Playboys The King Of Country Music 


FOUR SUPERB NEW COLLECTIONS FROM EMI 


THIS 
WEEK 


[+] 
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TOP THIRTY 


CHART 


reproduced courtesy of Billboard Publication inc. 
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TITLE—Artist (Producer) 
Writer, Publisher, Licensee, Label & Number (Dist. Label) 


TO ALL THE GIRLS I'VE LOVED BEFORE 
2 


—Julio Iglesias & Willie Nelson (R. Perry) 
A, Hammond, H. David; April/Casa David, ASCAP, @ 
Columbia 38-04217 


| DON'T WANT TO LOSE YOUR LOVE-Crystal Gayle (J. 
Hea bon Sixty-Ninth Street, BMI; Warner Bros, 7-29356 

AS LONG AS I'M ROCKIN’ WITH YOU-John Conlee (8. 
Kkave, B. Channel; Crosskeys (Tree Group)/Old Friends, ASCAP/BMI; 
MCA 52351 

| MAY BE USED (ayy BABY | AIN'T USED UP)- 
Waylon Jennings (W. Jenin, nes) 

B, McDill; Hall-Clement (Welk Group), BMI; RCA 13729 


HONEY (OPEN THAT DOOR)-Ricky Skaggs (Ricky Skaggs) 
Mel Tillis; Cedarwood Publishing Co.inc. BMI; Sugar Hill/Epic 34-04394 
SOMEDAY WHEN THINGS ARE GOOD-Werle Haggard 
(Merle Haggard/Ray Baker) 

L. Williams, M. Haggard; Shade Tree Music, Inc. BMI; Epic 34-04402 
DREAM OF WOMEN LIKE YOU-Ronnie McDowell (B. 

t Seals W. B./Two Sons, ASCAP; Epic 34-04367 


MONA LISA LOST HER SMILE—bavid Allan Coe (B. Sherrill) 
J. Cunningham; Rocksmith/Lockhill-Selma, ASCAP, Columbia 38-04396 


| GOT MEXICO—eddy Raven (E. Raven, P. Worley) 
E. Raven, F. J. Myers; Michael H. Goldsen/RavenSong, ASCAP, 
RCA 13746 


JUST A LITTLE LOVE-Reba McEntire (N. Wilson) 
D. Morgan, S. Davis, Tom Collins/Dick James, BMI, MCA 52349 


DENVER-—Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin Bros. Band (Rick Hall) 
Larry Gatlin; Larry Gatlin Music, BMI; Columbia 38-04395 


| CAN TELL BY THE WAY YOU DANCE(YOU’RE 
GONNA LOVE ME TONIGHT—Vern Gosdin (B. Mevis) 
R. Strandlund, S. Pinkard Cross Keys,ASCAP/St. David/Tree, 
BMI; Compleat- 122 (Polygram) 

IN MY DREAMS—tmmylou Harris (Brian Ahern) 

Paul Kennerly; Irving Music Inc., BMI; Warner Bros. 7-29329 


| GUESS IT NEVER HURTS TO HURT SOMETIMES-—The 
Oak Ridge Boys (R. Chancey) 
R. VanWarmer; Terra Form/Fourth Floor, ASCAP; MCA 52342 


YOU'VE STILL GOT A PLACE IN MY HEART—George 
Jones (B. Sherrill) 
L. Payne; Fred Rose, BMI; Epic 34-04413 


I'M NOT THROUGH LOVING YOU YET-touise Mandrell 
(Eddie Kilroy) 

Chris Water, Tom Shapiro, Holly Dunn; Tree Publishing Co., O'Lyric 
Music, Blackwood Music, BMI; RCA PB-13752 


FOREVER AGAIN—Gene Watson (R. Reeder, G. Watson) 
Matter D Kirby Tree/Cross Keys, (Tree Group) BMI/ASCAP; 
M 


WHEN WE MAKE LOVE-alabama (H. Shedd, Alabama) 
T. Seals, M. Williams; WB Music/Two Sons Music/Third Son 
Music/Welbeck Music, BMI; RCA 13763 
TOGETHER AGAIN—kenny Rogers and Dottie West (Larry Butler) 
Buck Owens; Central Songs, BMI; Liberty B-15 
MAN OF STEEL—Hank Williams Jr. (J. Bowen, H. Williams Jr.) 
H. Williams Jr.; Bocephus, BMI; Warner/Curb 7-29382 
SOMEBODY’S NEEDIN’ SOMEBODY-—Cconway Twitty (C. 
Twitty, D. Henry, J.Bowen) 
L. Chera; Intersong, Ja- te ASCAP; Warner Bros. 7-29308 
| DON’T WANNA BE A MEMORY-txile (8.kitlen) 
J.P. Pennington, S. Lemaire; Pacific Island/Tree (Tree Group), 
BMI; Epic 34-04421 
WHY GOODBYE-steve Wariner (N. Wilson, T. Brown) 
M. Wright, R. Leigh;-Land Of Music, CBS U Catalog Inc., 
BMI/Lion Hearted, ASC AP/CBS Unart, BMI; RCA 13768 
GOD MUST BEA CONBGy oa Seals (K. Lehning) 
D. Seals; Pink Pig, BMI; Liberty 151! 
BETWEEN TWO eee Morris (J.£. Norman) 
J. Buckingham, S. Lorber, J.D.Martin; Warner-Tamerlane/Duck 
Songs,WB Music/Bob Montgomery Mus ic/Music Corp. of 
America/BMI/ASCAP Warner Bros. 7-29321 
CANDY MAN-Nickey Gilley & Charly McClain (N. Wilson) 
B. Ross, F. Neil; Unichappell, BMI; Epic 34-04368 
BAND OF GOLD-—Ccharly McCiain (N. Wilson) 
R. Dunbar, E. Wayne; Gold Forever, BMI; Epic 34-04423 
VICTIMS OF GOODBYE-sylvia (7. Collins) 
D. Morgan, D. Pfrimmer; Tom Collins/Collins Court, BMI/ASCAP; 
RCA 13755 
HAPEY BIRTHDAY DEAR HEARTACHE-Barbara Mandrell 
I) ni 
Mh ee Jordon; Collins Court, ASCAP; MCA 52340 
THE WHOLE WORLD'S IN LOVE WHEN YOUR'RE 
LONELY-b. J. Thomas (B. Montgomery) 
D. Tyler, F. Knoblock; Unichappell/Intuit, BMI/Goodspot, ASCAP; 
Cleveland Int'l/Columbia 38-04431 
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~~ KEEPING TRAX” ~=— 


OO 


e Johnny Lee 


@ Ronnie Milsap 


MEL TILLIS—New Patches (2:52); producer: Harold 
Shedd; writer: Tommy Collins; publisher: Sawgrass, BMI; 
MCA 52373. On the theme of relentless memory, Tillis 
sounds as pleasantly and convincingly country as if this 
were a product of the 1950s. 


LEE GREENWOOD—God Bless The USA (3:09); pro- 
ducer: Jerry Crutchfield; writer: Lee Greenwood; publish- 
ers: MCA/Sycamore Valley, BMi; MCA 52386. This paean 
to patriotism is somewhat left-field for Greenwood; none- 
theless, his vocal execution is, as always, excellent. 


JOHNNY LEE—One More Shot (3:00); producer: Jim- 
my Bowen; writers: Ron Moore, Doug Hauseman; pub- 
lisher: Cross Keys, ASCAP; Warner Bros. 7-29270. Vi- 
brant, vivacious and vigorous; Lee’s got new energy and 
a new groove. 


DEBORAH ALLEN—I Hurt For You (3:47); producer: 
Rafe VanHoy; writers: Deborah Allen, Rafe VanHoy; pub- 
lishers: Posey/VanHoy/Unichappell, BMI; RCA PB- 
13776. Allen exudes love and compassion on this melod- 
ic, reflective and exquisitely phrased effort. 

SHELLY WEST—Somebody Buy This Cowgirl A Beer 
(2:30); producers: Snuff Garrett, Steve Dorff; writers: S. 
Dorff, M. Brown, S. Garrett; publisher: Peso, BMI; Viva 7- 
29265. Good vocals on a beer-brand name-dropping ditty 
that was a 1982 flop for Tanya Tucker. 


TAMMY WYNETTE—Lonely Heart (2:54); producer: 
Jerry Crutchfield; writer: P. Overstreet; publisher: Silver- 
line, BMI; Epic 34-04467. Crutchfield’s crisp, understated 
production puts the emphasis where it should be: on 
Wynette’s classic country voice. 


BELLAMY BROTHERS—Forget About Me (3:33); pro- 
ducers: David & Howard Bellamy, Steve Kline; writers: 
Troy Seals, Eddie Setser, Frankie Miller; publishers: 
Warner-Tamerlane/Face the Music/Irving/Down’n’ 
Dixie/Rare Blue, BMI/ASCAP; MCA/Curb 52380. The 
Bellamys have no trouble producing smashing arrange- 
ments on themselves: this has an energy dynamic that 
spices up their flowing sound. 


RONNIE MILSAP—Still Losing You (4:15); producers: 
Ronnie Milsap, Rob Galbraith; writer: Mike Reid; publish- 
er: Lodge Hall, ASCAP; RCA PB-13805. Milsap magic 
reigns: sparkling production, sensitive delivery, memor- 
able hook and bright horn fills. 

JANIE FRICKE—If The Fall Don’t Get You (2:45); pro- 
ducer, Bob Montgomery; writers: V. Stephenson, S. 
Lorber, D. Robbins; publishers: Warner House Of Music/ 
WB Gold, BMI/ASCAP; Columbia 38-04454. A pulsating 
drive and a good hook make this despairing message 
sound almost peppy. 


WHITES—Forever You (2:32); producer: Ricky 
Skaggs; writer: John Beland; publisher: Atlantic, BMI: 
MCA/Curb MCA-52381. Human love is the subject, but 
the intensity is hymn-like on this masterpiece of vocal 
harmony. 

JOHNNY RODRIGUEZ—Let's Leave The Lights On To- 
night (3:21); producer: Richie Albright; writers: B. 
McDill, R. Bourke; publishers: Hall-Clement, BMI/Chap- 
pall, ASCAP; Epic 34-04460. Illumination may take the 
mystery out of romance, but not the ardor, as Rodriguez 
proves in a silky treatment. 

EDDIE RABBITT—B-B-Burnin’ Up With Love (2:30); 
producers: Even Stevens, Eddie Rabbitt; writers: Eddie 
Rabbitt, Even Stevens, Billy Joe Walker Jr; publishers: 
DebDave/Briarpatch, BMI; Warner Bros. 7-29279. The 
rockab-b-billy b-b-beat goes on, with Rabbitt cloaked in 
ever-present echo. 


LEONA WILLIAMS—My First Night Away From Home 
(2:51); producer: Walter Haynes; writer: L. Williams; pub- 
lisher: Leona Williams, BMI; Mercury 818 946-7. Flat de- 
livery mars good song. 

MAINES BROTHERS BAND—Amarillo Highway (3:21); 
producers: Jerry Kennedy, Rick Peoples; writer: T. Allen; 
publisher: Green Shoes, BMI; Mercury 818 944-7. An en- 
ergetic drive across a detailed Texas landscape. 

WAYNE KEMP—I've Always Wanted To (3:11); produc- 
ers: Danny Walls, Wayne Kemp; writers: Danny Walls, 
Bob Warren; publishers: Door Knob/Kenwall, BMI/ 
ASCAP; Door Knob DK 84-211. Frustration raised to the 
poetic level, via Kemp’s relentlessly agonized vocal and 
the hangdog piano and steel backing. 

TERRY DAN—She’s Not Just Another Pretty Face (3:52); 
producer: Tommy West; writers: J.D. Martin, Sam Lorber; 
publishers: Sister John, BMI/Warner Bros., ASCAP; Vo- 
lant 10623. Dan isn't just another pretty voice—he’s got 
style. Label based in Branchville, N.J. 


EARL THOMAS CONLEY—Angel In Disguise (3:56); 
producers. Nelson Larkin, Earl Thomas Conley; writers: 
Earl Thomas Conley, Randy Scruggs; publishers: Blue 
Moon/April, ASCAP/Full Armor, BMI; RCA PB-13758. 
The tortured lines and near- -throwaway delivery exqui- 
sitely capture the sensation of a man hooked on love in 
spite of himself. 


ANNE MURRAY—Just Another Woman In Love 
(2:54); producer: Jim Ed Norman; writers: P. Ryan, W. 
Mallette; publisher: Southern Nights, ASCAP; Capitol B- 
5344. Significantly less pop than her last single, this one 
offers Murray some introspective lyrics and a great 
chorus for her magnificently on-the-mark voice. 


MAC DAVIS—Caroline’s Still In Georgia (3:40); produc- 
er: Garth Fundis; writer: W. Holyfield; publisher: Bibo, 
ASCAP;’ Casablanca 818 929-7. An easy-listening treat- 
ment of a hard fact of life. 


TOM JONES—This Time (3:18); producers: Gordon 
Mills, Steve Popovich; writers: R. Greenaway, B. Whit- 
lock; publishers: Arrgee/Bobby  Whitlock/Mother 
Tongue, ASCAP; Mercury 818 801-7. Jones sings to a 
clip-clop country rhythm in this declaration of emotional 
independence. 


JESS!| COLTER—Rock And Roll Lullabye (2:56); produc- 
ers: Chips Moman, Bobby Emmons; writers: Barry Mann, 
Cynthia Weil; publishers: Screen Gems-EMI/Summerhill, 
BMI; Triad 2001. Colter and an avalanche of echo com- 
pete on this debut for new Nashville label. 


KEITH STEGALL—1 Want To Go Somewhere (2:46); pro- 
ducer: Kyle Lehning; writers: D. Lowery, M. McAnally; 
producers: Sheddhouse/I’ve Got The Music, ASCAP; Epic 
34-04442. Energetic let’s-hit-the-road bounce. 


TOMMY CASH—This Honky’s Gonna Honky Tonk To- 
night (2:24); producers: Mike Daniel, Stan Cornelius; 
writer: David Heavener; publisher: ISPD, ASCAP; Audio- 
graph AG 45-485. The title—and Cash's distinctively au- 
thoritative voice—tell all. Contact: (615) 255-2866. 


JOHN ANDERSON—1 Wish | Could Write You A Song 
(3:07); producers: John Anderson, Lou Bradley; writers: 
John David Anderson, Lionel A. Delmore; publishers: Al 
Gallico, BMI/Low Dog, ASCAP; Warner Bros. 7-29276. 
Potent and understated; Anderson's a master of the sub- 
tle-but-searing nuance. 


DON WILLIAMS—That’s The Thing About Love 
(3:38); producers: Don Williams, Garth Fundis; writers: 
Richard Leigh, Gary Nicholson; publishers; April/Lion- 
Hearted/Cross Keys, ASCAP; MCA 52389. Other singers 
might have a hard time enlivening bland lyrics like these, 
but Williams’ interpretation makes old things new. 


MOE BANDY & JOE STAMPLEY—Where'’s The Dress 
(2:48); producer: Blake Mevis; writers: T. Stampley, B 
Lindsey, G. Cummings; publishers: Mullet/Hoy Lindsey, 
BMI; Columbia 38-04477. This novelty caper is Nash- 
ville’s answer to ““Where’s The Beef” meets Culture Club. 
The Good Ol’ Boys are definitely back in action. 


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND—Long Hard Road (The 
Sharecropper’s Dream) (3:18); producers: Marshall Mor- 
gan, Paul Worley; writer: Rodney Crowell; publishers: 
Coolwell/Granite, ASCAP; Warner Bros. 7-29282. A gen- 
tle, melodic looking backward tune set to largely acous- 
tic instrumentals. 

MEL McDANIEL with OKLAHOMA WIND—Most Of All 
| Remember You (3:06); producer: Mel McDaniel; writers: 
R. Scaife, P. Thomas; publishers: Vogue/Partner, BMI; 
Capitol B-5349. A dreamy, nostalgic recollection of 
Southern ways and a Southern lady. 


JOE STAMPLEY & JESSICA BOUCHER—Memory 
Lane (2:17); producers: Joe Stampley, Lobo; writers: T. 
Stampley, D. Rosson, D. McComb; publishers: Mullet/Old 
Gramps/Tony Stampley, BMI; Epic 34-04446. Moe Bandy 
had a duet with newcomer Becky Hobbs; now Stampley’s 
doing the same with Jessica Boucher, a Nashville studio 
singer. They come off fine on a '50s style ballad, with 
long-gone images. 


BURRITO BROTHERS—My Kind Of Lady (2:59); pro- 
ducer: Michael Lloyd; writers: Al Kasha, Joel Hirschorn; 
publishers: Sister Cecil/P.I.E./ Fire & Water/Pac Interx, 
ASCAP/BMI; MCA/Curb 52379. Light, airy movie theme 
from “Dream Chaser” that is reminiscent slightly of 
“Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head.” 


BECKY HOBBS—Oklahoma Heart (2:41); producer: 
Blake Mevis; writers: B. Gallimore, B. Hobbs, B. Mevis, 
B. Shore; publishers: WB/Make Believe/Dejamus/ 
Warner-Tamerlane/Beckaroo/Believus Or Not/Royalha- 
ven, ASCAP/BMI; Liberty 1520. Hobbs cornhusks an 
easy-tempo’d, fiddle-flavored tribute to her home state. 


LEN WADE—Close Enough To Love (3:08); producer: not 
listed; writer: B. Peters; publisher: Ben Peters, BMI; Mer- 
cury 818 802-7. Wade has a convincing and raspy voice 
well-suited to this gritty tale of emotional 
accommodation. 


0.B. McCLINTON—Honky Tonk Tan (2:35); producers: 
Travis Turk, Tim Tappan; writers: Randy Hatch, Josh 
Whitmore, 0.B. McClinton; publishers: Al Gallico/Easy 
Listening/Chatter Box, BMI/ASCAP; Moon Shine MS- 
3024. Full-throated vocal rendition of an archetypal 
nightlife theme. Contact: (615) 244-1990. 


DEER CREEK—Somebody Like Me (2:56); producer: Joe 
Bob Barnhill; writers: Don Miller, Ron Birmann, Willie 
Bearden; publishers: SongPeddler/HitKit, BMI; Sound- 
waves 4732. Noteworthy debut by a group in the Bel- 
lamys’ mold. 


T.G. SHEPPARD—Somewhere Down The Line (3:11); 
producer: Jim Ed Norman; writers: Lewis Anderson, Ca- 
sey Kelly; publishers: Old Friends/Golden Bridge, BMI/ 
ASCAP; Warner Bros. 7-29369. A pulsating, provocative 
bit of amorous gamesmanship made more intimate by 
T.G.'s persuasive vocals. 


TERESITA 
TERESITA 
QUICKSILVER COUNTRY QSCO0841 


SLIPPIN’ AWAY; FADED LOVE; ALWAYS ON 
MY MIND; PLAY YOUR STEEL GUITAR FOR 
ME; BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATERS; 
TURN AROUND: HEAVEN ON A FREIGHT 
TRAIN; CRAZY; | SHOULD HAVE CALLED; 
BEFORE THE NEXT TEARDROP FALLS; THE 
TIP OF MY FINGER; TIME WILL COME 
Once you get accustomed to a 
Scottish-based Phillipino lass 
singing country music, this record 
adopts a pleasant if unspectacular 
sound to the ears. The backing of 
Interstate 65 is well complemented 
to the slightly unusual accent that 
Teresita brings to the record. I 
admit it did not excite me on first 
playing but found it a bit like those 
boxes of chocolates that grow on 
you with later spins. 


The track I like best from this album 
is Freddy Fender’s hit of yesteryear 
‘Before The Next Teardrop Falls’ 
with the Spanish text being well 
delivered by Teresita. If the album 
does have a major fault I suppose it 
must be the usual one of comprising 
material already well used and 
numbers like ‘Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters’ which I feel has never really 
lent itself to the country market, and 
songs (good as they are) like ‘Faded 
Love’, ‘Tip Of My Fingers’ and 
‘Slippin’ Away’ have so many 
superior versions that they weaken 
the marketability of the product. 


I must exclude her version of ‘Crazy’ 
from the criticism though because I 
know it is perhaps impossible to 
supercede the work of Patsy Cline 
or Willie Nelson on this number, but 
Teresita together with backing 
group Interstate 65 do deliver a 
more than adequate version of this 
perennial hit, featuring to good 
effect some fine steel playing of 
Dougie Stevenson and keyboard 
playing of Karen Mclvor who, 
together with Tam Doyle (drums), 
Steve Caban (guitar) and John 
Clark (bass) make up the backing 
musicians on the record. 


Having mentioned the 
predictability of some material used 
on the album, two original tracks 
are included, both written by an 
apparently elusive Scotsman 
named Mark Winston. Of the two I 
prefer the faster paced ‘Turn 
Around’ to the final track ‘Time Will 
Come’, although neither of them 
are likely to be world beaters. 


This album which has a total 
playing time of just short of thirty- 
six minutes, should prove popular 
with fans who like their country 
music sounds not too far removed 
from their American counterparts 
and so could pick up reasonable 
extra sales during the coming 
months from fans who are not too 
progressive or contempory in their 
outlook — providing distribution is 
obtained. 

Tony Anderson 


O0O00O0 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
20 GREAT COUNTRY RECORDINGS OF THE 
50's AND 60's 
CASCADE DROP 1004 


If you like old fashioned authentic 
country music then this is the 
album for you. Most of the tracks 
were recorded between 1954 and 
1962, and what makes it more 
interesting is that few of the artistes 
are familiar, with the exception of 
George Jones and Willie Nelson. 


George is represented by two songs, 
‘Cup Of Loneliness’ and ‘Never 
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Been So Weary’ both of which he 
helped to write, as well as ‘I Shot 
Sam’ which is sung by Margie 
Ward. 

The voice of Willie Nelson has not 
changed much in twenty-five years. 
He is easily recognised on ‘Man 
With The Blues’ or ‘What A Way To 
Live’. 

The late Eddie Noack had talent 
which was never recognised by 
record companies as a writer or 
singer, here he sings one of his own 
compositions ‘Me And My Baby’ 
and Sonny Burns sings another one 
called ‘If You See My Baby’, both 
uptempo hillbilly. 


Most of the other tracks on the 
album are uptempo country with 
plenty of fiddle and honky-tonk 
piano. Don’t let names like Fitz 
Morris or Louisiana Lannis put you 
off. This album is genuine good time 


country music. 
John Skea 


OO0O0O0 
KEITH PEARSON 


BABY YOU'VE FALLEN IN LOVE AGAIN; WHAT 
AMESS 
MR BLUES; ONE MORE DAY 


This four-track EP from Keith 
Pearson, on Mix Records might 
have some of you scratching your 
heads and saying, ‘Where have | 
heard this singer before?’ The 
answer is in his old country band 
Treacle Line that split in 1980. 
Keith has played the folk circuits 
over the past four years and, 
judging from this latest release, has 
decided to stay in that field. 


The song is pleasant enough, Keith 
flowing nicely through an even- 
tempoed Gary Shearston type folk- 
song, with some good vocal 
backing in the chorus line; but, the 
overall effect is unfortunately 
disappointing, lacking in quality 
and weak throughout. The lead 
guitar is a let-down, sounding 
rather dreary and hesitant and the 
drums, much too prominent, sound 
as programmed as a rhythm box. 


The other tracks, all penned by 
Pearson, are all interesting songs, 
but sadly production comes over as 
weak and lifeless. Still, Keith has an 
obvious talent for singing and 
writing, and I am sure that given a 
band of top quality musicians he 
could produce a record worthy of 


his name. : 
Marcia Hunter 


KID WAYNE AND THE 
ISLANDERS 


BRIGHT LIGHTS AND COUNTRY MUSIC 
OUTLET RECORDS PHL 415 


THAT'S WHAT MAKES THE JUKEBOX PLAY; 
STONEY MOUNTAIN WEST VIRGINIA; | 
WONDER WHERE ILL FIND YOU AT 
TONIGHT; BRIGHT LIGHTS AND COUNTRY 
MUSIC; SO MUCH FOR ME; SO MUCH FOR 
YOU; OVER LOOKIN’, UNDERTHINKIN’, 
DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS; DAY DREAMS 
ABOUT NIGHT THINGS; TENNESSEE 
SUNSHINE; NOT UNTIL THE NEXT TIME; 
LINDA ON MY MIND; WORKING WOMAN; 
UNTIL MY DREAMS COME THROUGH; SHE 
DIDN'T COME FOR THE MONEY (SHE CAME 
FOR THE CHANGE). 


Usually one is a bit sceptical of 
albums which are presented, as 
this one is, without mention of 
musicians or producer, but Kid 
Wayne has picked fourteen tracks 
to suit his voice, which could be 
described as smooth and rich and 
the songs are not the usual rehash 
of country standards but rarities by 
writers ike Paul Craft, James 
Talley and Merle Haggard. 


The unsung backing musicians 
prove quite competent with an 
especially nice blend of piano and 
steel guitar on the slower tracks, 
although the volume of the fiddle 
could have been turned up on the 
uptempo tracks to give more 
punch. Overall a pleasant album 
well worth a listen, though it’s not 
a new release it has not received 
the attention it deserves, hence 


this revived review. 
John Skea 


RCA 
20 OF THE BEST SERIES 


RCA’s budget series ‘20 Of The 
Best’ have been extremely well 
received during the past couple of 
years, providing an excellent 
opportunity to catch up on or 
replace some of the older material 
by our favourite artistes. The latest 
phase in ‘20 Of The Best’ offers five 
titles in varying degrees of 
importance. The Jimmie Rodgers 
collection pleases me immensely 
in that it contains all thirteen of 
dJimmie’s blue yodels plus three 
blues. Also of historical 
importance is the Carter Family 
compilation. Here you'll find the 
most popular of the trio’s work, 
‘Keep On The Sunny Side’, 
‘Wildwood Flower’, ‘My Clinch 
Mountain Home’, ‘Wabash 
Cannonball’, ‘Worried Man Blues’, 
etc. etc. 


The Vernon Oxford album will 
please many people with such 
superb tracks as ‘Redneck, 
‘Watermelon Tim In Georgia’, ‘A 
Good Old Fashioned Saturday 
Night Honky Tonk Bar-room 
Brawl’ and ‘Touch Of God’s 
Hand’. Beautiful stuff. 


The George Hamilton IV offering is 
the least important, not because 
the amiable George is 
unimportant, but because all the 
tracks have been released many 
times before. Still, this is a nice 
catalogue of the songs that have 
made the career of George IV so 
successful. 


Gary Stewart is one of my favouirte 
contemporary singers, so it was 
gratifying to find twenty of his best 
tracks all on one album. Appearing 
are hits like ‘She's Acting Single’, 
‘Whisky Trip’, ‘Brotherly Love’ (a 
duet with Dean Dillon) and ‘Single 
Again’. 
These ‘20 Of The Best’ packages 
really are value for money. Bill 
Williams writes the informative 
liner notes and the retail price is 
around £2.99 per album. 

Pete Smith 


NASHVILLE WEST 
NASHVILLE WEST 
SUNDOWN SDLP 1011 


NASHVILLE WEST; MENTAL REVENGE; | 
WANNA LIVE; SWEET SUSANNA; GREEN 
GREEN GRASS OF HOME; LOVE OF THE 
COMMON PEOPLE; TUFF AND STRINGY 
WASHED MY HANDS IN MUDDY WATER; 
ODE TO BILLY JOE; LOUISIANA RAIN; SEND 
ME BACK HOME; MEMPHIS; BY THE TIME | 
GET TO PHOENIX; NASHVILLE WEST— 
REPRISE 

Nashville West is aloose amalgam 
of respected Nashville musicians 
who have created an outstanding 
album of country rock material. 
The group features Clarence White 
and Gene Parsons, both of whom 
were members of the Byrds, and 
Gib Guilbeau, who played in Linda 
Ronstadt’s band. Also featured on 
the album are Glen Hardin, Gram 
Parsons and Sneaky Pete Kleinow. 


ee I ES PI SII SE SE TS TED 


On this album Nashville West 
feature a very personal choice of 
material. With the output of 


Nashville musicians being quite as 


prolific as it is, quite often an 
outstanding album such as this 
one is overlooked. 


00000 


WARNER MACK 

AT YOUR SERVICE 

SAPPHIRE HM2010 
AT YOUR SERVICE BABY; A FEW SWEET 
THINGS AROUND; IF IT LEADS ME TO YOU; 
MOONLIGHT HONKY TONKIN’; MY LOVE 
FOR YOU; KEEP LIVIN’ ON; LEAVE MY 
DREAMS ALONE; WHERE WERE YOU; YOU 
MAKE ME FEEL LIKE A MAN; SITTIN’ ON A 
ROCK : 


Warner’s fourteenth album may 
not be his best but one thing it 
cannot be accused of is a lack of 
country sounding content. The 
voice experience and tradition of 
this seasoned performer 
adequately covers any cracks that 
could appear with any weakness in 
some of the material. 


Always known to have an 
innovative mind, Warner Mack 
makes you wonder what lies ahead 
with the title track ‘At Your 
Service’ introducing the listener to 
a raunchy saxophone before the 
next cut employs inventive use of 
the harmonica in the finely paced 
‘Few Sweet Things Around’. This 
pleasant track is followed by the 
slow rocking ‘If It Leads Me To 
You’ with a well delivered 
unnamed fiddler helping the 
proceedings along. Nashville born 
Warner manages to get the feet 
tapping during the catchy 
“Moonlight Honky Tonkin” before 
closing side one with a slow ballad 
of unrequited love called ‘My Love 
For You’. 


The first country artiste to record a 
commercial jingle for Coca Cola, 
Warner kicks off side two with a 
bubbly number ‘Keep On Livin’ 
On’, which I'll admit did not do alot 
towards making me strive towards 
longevity, but he immediately 
aroused my interest again with the 
clever use of piano in ‘Leave My 
Dreams Alone’. I found the next 
number ‘Where Were You’ left me 
neither caring nor wondering 
where. But this album again 
grabbed me, with what I make the 
stand-out cut of the ten tracks “You 
Make Me Feel Like A Man’. The 
album closes with a semi-revival 
number ‘Sittin’ On A Rock’. 


Unfortunately the album does not 
list the musicians sitting in, but 
Warner had a hand in most of the 
compositions, 


Not an earth shattering record but 
apart from that opening track very 
much country in the accepted 
traditional sounds. 

Tony Anderson 


Singles 
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Album of the 
month 


MAC DAVIS 
SOFT TALK 
CASABLANCA CANL 9 


Mac Davis serves up yet another 
platter of sentiment, funk and 
boyish humour. As a_ singer/ 
songwriter Davis is par excellence, 
yet in this country he is seldom 
spoken of in terms of country 
music. His songs, really poems set 
to music, intensely emotional often, 
wildly cynical sometimes, vet all 
have a stamp of quality. From the 
beautiful ‘Springtime Down In 
Dixie’ to the humorous ‘Put A Bar 
In My Car’, Davis’ original 
compositions are a winner. And 
really they have to be that good to 
measure up to the songs penned by 
other tunesmiths which are top 
notch. For instance, Wayland 
Holyfield’s ‘Caroline’s Still In 
Georgia’, the Graham Lyle/Bill 
Livsey composition ‘Patch Of Blue’ 
and the title track ‘Soft Talk’ 
penned by Troy Seals and Eddie 
Setser. 

The musicians include some of 
Music City’s best names, as one has 
come to expect, and the picking is 
immaculate, especially from Sam 
Bush (acoustic guitar, fiddle and 
mandolin) and Jerry Douglas 
(dobro) not forgetting Sonny 
Garrish’s imaginative steel playing. 


Pete Smith 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
CROSS COUNTRY 
WARNERS 240 387-1 

A marvellous compilation of 
contemporary country artistes who 
record for the WEA conglomerate. 
The seventeen tracks are performed 
by thirteen artistes, one each from 
Jerry Jeff Walker, Johnny Lee, Gail 
Davies, Glen Campbell, TG 
Sheppard, John Anderson, Hank 
Williams Jnr, David Frizzell and 
Shelly West, Little Feat and 
comedian/bluegrass picker Steve 
Martin. Claiming two tracks are 
Crystal Gayle, and Rodney Crowell, 
and there are three tracks from 
Emmylou Harris. There really is 
something for everyone here. Soft 
tender heart ballads, ‘The Sound Of 
Goodbye’ and ‘Silent Partners’; 
stone country ‘Blacksheep’; 
bluegrass ‘Sally Goodin”, rockin’ 
country ‘Elvira’ and ‘Are You Sure 
Hank Done It This Way’, and 
there’s even aslice of ‘punk’ country 
with ‘Diamonds Are A Girls’s Best 
Friend’. Early buyers of “Cross 
Country’ also have a chance to win 
a week in Nashville. 

Pete Smith 


Billboard's week by week number one’s for the month of May 


TITLE—Artist (Producer) 
Writer, Publisher, Licensee, Label & Number (Dist. Label) 


12 | THE YELLOW ROSE—Johnny Lee with Lane Brad QA 
} (i. Bowen J. Wilder. ’K. Welch, G. Niclcholson; WB, AT #1 
| ASCAP, Elektra-Asylum, BM! ‘Cross Keys (Tree Group), Ji] 
| ASCAP; Full Moon Warner Bros. 7-29375 


1 12 ! RIGHT OR WRONG—Ceorge Strait (R. Baker) (aa 
A. Sizemore, H. Gillespie. P. Biese; Edwin H. Morris allied 
|  ASCAP; MCA 52337 


| GUESS IT NUVER HURTS TO HURT 
SOMETIMES-—the oak Rid 


R VanWarmer, Tera F 


ASCAP. MCA'5 


| TO ALL THE GIRLS I'VE LOVED BEFORE 


WEEKS 
R Chancey (Elma 


un For toor 1 


WEEKS 
AT #1 
1 


GOSPEL 


REV. WILLIAM McCREA 
BORN AGAIN 
PILGRIM RECORDS PLM 477 


WASTED YEARS; THE CHRIST WHO DIED 
FOR ME; WE'LL TALK IT OVER; TAKE ME 
BACK; I'M NEARER HOME; AT THE RIVER 
JORDAN; BORN AGAIN; BEYOND THIS 
VALLEY; THE SAME ROAD; HE'S CALLING 
ME; JESUS IS PRAYING FOR ME 


Country Gospel may not appeal to 
everyone, sometimes though when 
it’s well presented it can. 


The Rev. William went to Nashville 
to record this album, and gained 
the help of some of the best 
musicians from music city to play 
on it. Pete Wade and Bobby 
Thompson on guitars while Ron 
Oates on keyboard, and Lloyd 
Green on steel guitar make it a 
pleasant country sound. 


None of the songs were familiar to 
me, but after a few plays I found 
myself singing along, especially the 
title track ‘Born Again’ and ‘Take 
Me Back’ which are uptempo, One 
or two tracks do tend to drag ona 
little, but this is a genuine non 
pretentious album and well wortha 
listen. 


O0O000 
JACK LINCOLN 


PREACHER 
ROUNDER RECORDS 3033 (IMPORT) 


BREAK UP; GOING TO THE RIVER; MUSIC IS 
MY LIFE; PREACHERS BOOGIE WOOGIE; 
ALMOST PERSUADED; IT ALL DEPENDS ON 
WHO WILL BUY THE WINE; | CAN'T BELIEVE 
YOU WANT TO LEAVE; ALL FOR THE LOVE OF 
AGIRL; LOVING UPA STORM; THE SINGING 
WATERFALL; SAY YOU'LL STAY UNTIL 
TOMORROW; ALL BY MYSELF 

Jack Lincoln Coughlin comes from 
Boston, Massachusetts, and has 
been a local bar-room entertainer 
for years, It was not until a few years 
ago that this wild piano man was 
captured on record. From the 
opening track ‘Break Up’, which 
was written by Charlie Rich to Fats 
Dominoe’s ‘All By Myself the 
influence of Jerry Lee Lewis is very 
much in evidence. 

Jack has only one of his own songs 
on the album, “Music Is My Life’, 
which is almost an autobiography, 
but he picks fine songs to suit his 
style like Johnny Horton’s ‘All For 
The Love Of A Girl’ or Hank 
Williams’ ‘Singing Waterfall’. Real 
honky-tonk music with an added 
bonus of Sleepy LaBeef on guitar. If 
you like boogie woogie country 
with a helping of rock ‘n’ roll then 
this is the album for you. 


Available from most mail order 


shops. 
John Skea 


Albums 


TITLE—Artist (Producer) 


Writer, Publisher, Licensee, Label 
& Number (Dist. Label) 


ALABAMA 


THE OAK 
RIDGE BOYS 


WEEKS 
AT #1 
1 


THE OAK 
RIDGE BOYS 


THE OAK 
RIDGE BOYS 


WEEKS 
AT #1 
2 


Chart reproduced courtesy of Billboard Publication Inc. 
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KENNY ROGERS 
Eyes That See In the 
Dark, RCA AFL1-4697 RCA 


RICKY SKAGGS @ 


THE OAK 
RIDGE BOYS 
1, N 


2 ALABAMA Highways And 
Roll On, RCA AHLI-4939 RCA Heartaches, Epic FE 
3 4 HANK WILLIAMS, 96 CBS 
JR. STEVE WARINER 
Man Of Steel, Midnight Fire, RCA 
Warner/Curb'23924 WEA AHLI-4859 RCA 
4 3 GEORGE STRAIT JOHNNY 
Meee et RODRIGUEZ 
G)| 6 aie NELSON Bee WUE ag 
ith Song, % 
cima iu cas | 42 140/15) GENE MATSON 
ise RICKY SKAG 5440 ; MCA 
pecs Hankel EMMYLOU HARRIS 
Hill/Epic FE-38954 CBS ee Warner ran 
ty 7 |14] DOLLY PARTON ed 
The Great Pretender, RCA 44 | 34 T.G. SHEPPARD 
AHL1-4940 - RCA Sew Ea, Warner/Curb wee 
TAL GAYLE 
ood ec ls eg col (45)| 50 MOE BANDY 


Warner Bros. 23958 WEA 


Motel Matches, Columbia 
9 | 9 |17} CHARLY McCLAIN CBS 


FC-39275 


The Maman In Me, Epic eas 46 |33 LARRY GATLIN & 
: THE GATLIN 
10 | 8 |44| EARL THOMAS BROTHERS BAND 
CONLEY Greatest Hits Volume II, 
Pon Sa A nan Columbia FC-38923 CBS 
11 |11|26] TOM JONES SF ie Bete Non Ut To 


Don't Let Our Dreams 


Die Young, Mercury 

814-448-1 POL 
12 |12/23] EXILE 

Exile, Epic B6E-39154 CBS 


(43)|}15| 4] ATLANTA 49 
Pictures, MCA 5463 MCA 


14 113/36] MERLE HAGGARD 50 
That's The Way Love 
Goes, Epic FE-38815 CBS 
(45)|17|35| JOHN CONLEE 
in My Eyes, MCA 5434 MCA 51 


23|5 | MICKEY GILLEY & 
CHARLY McCLAIN 

It Takes Believers, Epic 52 
CBS 


FE-39292 
17 |16|35| THE KENDALLS 
Movin’ Train, Mercury 
812-779-1 POL 
18 |14/29]| JANIE FRICKE 
Love Lies, Columbia 
FC-38730 


19 |18| 9 | DON WILLIAMS 


Be, Main Street MS-9309 MCA 
RAZZY BAILEY 

The Midnight Hour, RCA 
AHL1-493 RCA 
KENNY ROGERS 

Twenty Greatest Hits, 

Liberty LV-51152 CAP 
ALABAMA & 

The Closer You Get, RCA 
AHL-1-4663 RCA 
JOHNNY LEE 

Greatest Hits, Full 
Moon/Warner Bros. 

23967 WEA 
KENNY ROGERS 

Duets With Kim Carnes, 
Sheena Easton, Dottie 

West, Liberty LO-51154 CAP 
WILLIE NELSON A 
Greatest Hits, Columbia 

KC 237542 


GARY MORRIS 
Why Lady Why, Warner 


54 
The Best of Don Williams Bros. 23738 WEA 
Vol.3 MCA MCA 5465 
20 |19|29| DEBORAH ALLEN G5) CONWAY TWITTY 
MCL EB aca 2078 WEA 
(21/26 | 4 | BARBARA 56 JOE WATERS 
MANDRELL Colony NOASH IND 
lean Cut, 
22 |22|17| THE STATLER (67) 62| 3 | THE OSMOND 
BROTHERS 
BROTHERS One Way Rider 
Rosas Mercy eat Warner/Curb 25070 (WEA) 
EDDIE RABBITT 58 | 55] 6 PINKARD & 
a Peele Greatest Hits - Volume BOWDEN 
ll, Warner Bros. 23925 WEA Witter mb oe WEA 
29 | 4 GARY MORRIS Ss 
Faded Blue, Warner Bros. 59 |57/|114| ALABAMA A 
25069 WEA Mountain Music, RCA 
25 |21/83] HANK WILLIAMS AHL1-4229 RCA 
JR. @ 60 | 46/24] MICKEY GILLEY 
Hank Williams Jr.'s You've Really Got A Hold 
Greatest Hits, On Me, Epic FE-39000 CBS 
Elektra/Curb 60193 WEA 61 | 47/25 JIM GLASER 
(ikem THE STATLER The Man In The Miror, 
THERS joble Vision NV- 
HUM nee Mercury 62 |63} 2 MEL TILLIS 
818-652-1 POL New Patches, MCA 5472 MCA 
27 |28|68) MERLE HAGGARD 63 fnew enrsy KATHY MATTEA 
AND WILLIE Nea Mercury 


NELSON @ 


Poncho And Lefty, Epic 65] 2 VERN sel 


FE 37958 Compleat CPL-1-1008 POL 


64 
; CBS 
30)13} JOHNNY LEE 
“8 a The Bars Burn Down, Puen enras SYLVIA 


Warner Bros. 25056 WEA Surprise, RCA AHL1-4960 RCA 


29 |20|60/ LEE GREENWOOD 66 | 56/315) WILLIE NELSON A 
Somebody's Gonna Love Stardust, Columbia 
You, MCA 5403 MCA JC 35305 CBS 
30 {31/12} THE JUDDS 67 |67|77)| DOLLY PARTON 
The Judds - Wynonna & Dolly's Greatest Hits, 
incr ac ar ae 
(31)/35| 6 | LEON EVERETTE 73321 ANN cod Rove 


Doin’ What | Feel, RCA Capitol ST12301 CAP 


MHL1-8518 RCA 
69 |51/53} WILLIE NELSON 
32 |32|55| JOHN CONLEE WITH WAYLON 


John Conlee’s Greatest 


Hits, MCA 5406 MCA JENNINGS ini 
t To the Limit, 
ea ie er laa Sra a F | Columbia FC'38562" CBS 


Columbia FC 37951 cBs 70 |60/66] GEORGE STRAIT 


LARRY GATLIN & Strat From The Heat 
THE GATLIN MCA 5320 MCA 
Nese Deg Loc Stans 
olumbia 
35 |37|29| JOHN ANDERSON 72°) 70206)" RLABAMA & 
All The People Are aan In Alabama, aan 
Talkin’, Warner Bros. RCA AHL1-3644 
23912 WEA 73 |64/31| MICHAEL MARTIN 
44| 3 | REBA McENTIRE MURPHEY 
Just A Little Love MCA The Heart Never Lies, 
5475 (MCA) Liberty LT-51150 CAP 
37 |36|/18} ROGER 74 |69/35| LEE GREENWOOD 
WHITTAKER Inside Out, MCA 5304 = MCA 
Altime Heart Touching 75 |71 |154} RICKY SKAGGS @ 
L MS-9306 MCA shine, Pa He3193 CBS 


©) Bullets are awarded to those products demonstrating the greatest sales gains this week (Prime Movers). 
@ Recording Industry Assn. of America seal for sales of 500,000 units (seal indicated by dot). A Recording 
Industry Assn. of America seal for sales of 1,000,000 units (seal indicated by triangle). 


Billboard 


VERN GOSDIN—There Is A Season, Compleat CPL-1- 
1008. Producer: Blake Mevis. When it comes to wringing 
the last drop of pain from a memory, no one is better or 
more convincing than Gosdin. It’s also worth noting that 
bs less than four of the tracks here have “heart” in the 
title. 


KENNY ROGERS—Duets With Kim Carnes, Sheena 
Easton & Dottie West. Producers: Various. Despite the 
title, Rogers actually does one song apiece with Easton 
and Carnes; the other eight cuts team him with West. 
Cover art is mediocre, but Rogers/West aficionados 
should be appeased, since the duo’s biggest hits are 
included. 


CRISTY LANE—At Her Best, Liberty LT-51153. Pro- 
ducers: Jerry Gillespie, Charlie Black, Lobo. This is essen- 
tially a greatest hits album that artfully combines Lane’s 
early country successes with her more recent triumphs 
as a gospel artist. 


RAY CHARLES—Do | Ever Cross Your Mind, Columbia 
FC38990. Producer: Ray Charles. There's nothing as in- 
trinsically satisfying as an artist who's found his 
groove—and Charles has. Freed from the cloying self- 
consciousness of his earlier country label debut, Charles 
delivers a soul-wrenching and emotionally powerful per- 
formance here on a great selection of songs. 


LARRY GATLIN & THE GATLIN BROTHERS BAND— 
Houston To Denver, Columbia FC39291. Producers: Rick 
Hall, Larry Gatlin. Gatlin’s gone through changes, and 
they've led him into a new area of country: swing-shaded 
arrangements and three songs from outside writers. Yet 
he sounds totally at home and the breathtaking purity of 
the man’s talent shimmers through it all. 


BILL MEDLEY—1 Still Do, RCA MHL1-8519. Producer: 
Jerry Crutchfield. Medley’s voice and sense of song are 
magnificent; if only the songs were, instead of the play- 
it-safe stylistic sampler offered here. 


THE WRIGHT BROTHERS—Easy Street, Mercury 818 
654. Producers: Mike Daniel, Jim Dowell. Nice, easy-lis- 
tening harmonies bogged down by generally fluffy 
material. 


BUDDY SPICHER—Fiddle Classics, Volume One, Fly- 
ing Fish 278. Producer: Buddy Spicher. A delightful gal- 
lery of styles from one of Nashville's most dependable 
talents. 


THE ORIGINAL TEXAS PLAYBOYS—“Live” From Tur- 
key, Texas, Delta DLP-1177. Producers: Leon McAuliffe, 
David Stallings. Virtually every Wills standard is included 
in this two-volume testimony of affection. 


THE CACHE VALLEY DRIFTERS—Tools Of The Trade, 
Flying Fish 290. Producer: Bill Griffin. Live and lively jazz 
and swing from this modern bluegrass ensemble. 


CONWAY TWITTY—By Heart, Warner Bros. 25078. 
Producers: Conway Twitty, Dee Henry, Jimmy Bowen. 
The durable Twitty sounds a mite more country here 
than on recent, crossover-conscious albums, but no less 
assuringly amorous. 


THE STATLERS—Atianta Blue, Mercury 818 652. Pro- 
ducer: Jerry Kennedy. Without straying from their signa- 
ture, gospel quartet sound, the Statlers cover the land- 
scape of love with predictable compassion and wit. 


WILLIE NELSON—Angel Eyes, Columbia FC 39363. 
Producer: Willie Nelson. What’s memorable about this 
collection is the merging of Nelson's intrinsically-country 
vocals and Jackie King’s superb jazz guitar mastery. 
Most of the songs are in the “I Fall In Love Too Easily” 
vein: smoothies salted with the stylization of two musical 
greats. 


RONNIE MILSAP—One More Try For Love, RCA 
AHL1-5016. Producers: Ronnie Milsap, Rob Galbraith. 
There's a sense of freedom, of wonder, of experimenta- 
tion and emotions on this partially self-produced album. 
Milsap explores a myriad of topics—suburban life, 
shredded hearts, emptiness, rip-roaring road fare—with 
glorious abandon and superb instrumentation. 


GEORGE JONES—You've Still Got A Place In My 
Heart, Epic FE 39002. Producer: Billy Sherrill. A little 
grief, a little whimsy, a little wistful introspection— 
Jones does it all here with his usual gritty grace. Even 
with spotty material, he remains the greatest actor in 
country music. 


B.J. THOMAS—Shining, Columbia FC 39337. Produc- 
er: Bob Montgomery. Thomas’ switch in producers hasn't 
altered his momentum; he sounds in top form on this 
well-balanced package. Few artists merge country and 
pop better than this. The groove is irresistible, and 
Thomas’ talents undeniable. 


MARK GRAY—Magic, Columbia B6C 39143. Produc- 
ers: Bob Montgomery, Steve Buckingham. Gray’s is one 
of the strongest new voices in country, and he carries 
enough soulfulness to please a multitude of musical -pur- 
ists. He gives a smokey earnestness to lyrics that’s ur- 
gent and convincing. 
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Country Album Review 


Recent U.K. 
Releases 


Singles 


Glen Campbell .— They Still Dance To 
Waltzes In England/Letter To Home — Atlantic 
A9755 

Don Williams — That’s The Thing About 
Love/I’m Still Looking For You — MCA 888 Pic 
Bag 


Ann Breen — Give Me One Good Reason/ 
Tennessee Waltz — Homespun HS 080 

Janie Fricke — Tell Me A Lie/Love Flame — 
CBS A3848 Pic Bag 

Tony Goodacre — Guernsey, I'll Keep 
Coming Back To You/Sarnie Cherie/Hasta 

Luego — Homespun HS 078 

Keith Pearson — Baby You've Fallen In 
Love Again/What A Mess/Mr Blues/One More 

Day — Mix MREP 001 Pic Bag 


Crystal Gayle — Don’t It Make My Brown 
Eyes Blue/Talking In Your Sleep (Double A) —EMI 
Golden 45’s G45 18 Pic Bag 

Slim Whitman — Happy Anniversary/I’ll 
Take You Home Again Kathleen (Double A) —EMI 
Golden 45’s G45 14 Pic Bag 


Alabama — Fantasy/Can’t Forget About 

You — RCA 421 Pic Bag 

Willie Nelson — Always On My Mind/ 
Autumn Leaves — CBS A4455 

Brendan Shine — Now I'm Easy (Cocky 
Farmer)/Murphy’s Widow — Play PLAY 152 

Lee Greenwood — The Wind Beneath My 
Wings — MCA 877 


Albums 


Boxcar Willie — Live In Concert —Hallmark 
SHM 3137/HSC 3137 

Don Williams — Cafe Carolina — MCA 
MCF 3225/MCFC 3225 


Philomena Begley — Truck Driving 
Woman — Homespun PHL 405/CPHL 405 

Ray Lynam and Philomena Begley — 
Country Stars — Homespun PHL 409/CPHL 409 
Various — Country Girls 1926-29 —Matchbox 
MSE 216 

Various — Country All Stars — Sundown 
SDM 001 

Various — Greatest Country Duets — Epic 
EPC 25933 

Slim Whitman — Greatest Hits — Liberty 
LBR 26 0053 


Tom Gribbin & the Saltwater 

Band — Useppa Island Rendezvous — Range 
RANGE 7002 

Wanda Jackson — Early — Bear Family/ 
Rollercoaster (West Germany) BFX 15109 

The Statlers — Atlanta Blue — Mercury 
MERL 40/MERC 40 


Various — Nashville Jumps — Krazy Kat KK 
783 


Compact Discs 


John Denver — It’s About Time — RCA PD 
84740 

Hank Williams Jnr — Greatest Hits — 
Elektra 9601932 


Cassettes 


Various — Highlights Wembley Country 
Music Festivals — Ditto DTO 10080 (Doubleplay 
cassette) 

Various — If You're Irish—20 Tracks — 
Homespun CHRL 209 (Cassette) 

Various — 10 Souvenir Folk Songs Of 

Ireland — Homespun CIN 18 (Cassette) 


Tex Withers — Blue Ribbon Country — 
Homespun CHRL 206 
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MARSHALL CHAPMAN — NOT LIKE OTHER GIRLS 


Larry Drummond 


IF | were to ask you what John Prine, Guy Clark, Mickey Newbury, Steve Young and 
Kristofferson all have in common, you'd have no problem whatsoever in identifying 
them as singer/songwriters of the very highest calibre. That they also happen to be 


members of the male sex is well worth bearing in mind. 


For if! were then to ask you to list four or five female singer/songwriters of comparable 


ability, you'd probably have a little difficulty. 


(Not that you'd be alone — | can’t think of four or five either!) 


There is, however, one lady at least whose talent as a singer/songwriter merits 
considerably wider recognition than she has attained up to the present. Her name is 
Marshall Chapman, and CMRU attemptto bring to its readers a serious appraisal of 


this artiste and her music. 


@ Marshall describes herself 
simply as ‘a writer’, but it’s 
necessary to put that into some 
sort of perspective. For example, 
she has released four albums to 
date. These contain a total of 
thirty-seven different songs, and of 
that number no less than thirty-one 
were written by Marshall 
Chapman and most of them are 
quite excellent. Indeed, some 
deserve to become classics! 


@ To-date her songs have been 
recorded by Crystal Gayle, 
‘Gatemouth’ Brown, Jessi Colter, 
and featured within the ‘Urban 
Cowboy’ film soundtrack. 


@ Descended from a family who, 
for several generations, have 
virtually run the town of 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
Marshall's story is not your typical 
rags to riches fairy tale. In fact, 
when | spoke recently to Marshall 
on the telephone | actually asked 


her: ‘What was a girl with such a 
privileged background and an 
education which includes gaining 
a BA in French from Vanderbilt 
University, doing in the music 
industry?’ After a silence which 
lasted a good four or five seconds 
she replied, “Ain't that kinda 
borin’?’ Pressing her further, | 
eventually got the answer that she 
felt she'd been ‘called’. So much 
for that line of interview! 


@ Marshall only really opened up 
when | got down to discussing her 
music which, it must be said, is not 
easy to slot into one neat little 
category. How did she classify it 
herself, | asked. ‘R & W,’ she 
replied which, translated, turned 
out to mean ‘Rhythm and Words’ 
and the more you listen to her work 
(particularly her latest album) the 
more you realise that her own 
description is precisely accurate. 
She even admits to being a 
marketing mans nightmare as she 


& 202271 


hemes et te 


reckons her soul’s rhythm and 
blues, her body's rock ‘n’ roll, and 
her heart's country! 


@ Her songs — largely 
autobiographical — show clearly 
the feminity of the writer, but her 
stage performances are in total 
contrast and have earned her such 
nicknames as ‘The No Shame 
Dame’ and ‘The Female Mick 
Jagger’, but if this makes her 
music a bit two faced, it clearly 
doesn't worry Marshall who says 
that, ‘| may be schizophrenic, but 
at least | have each other!’ Having 
said that she admits she was 
extremely pleased when one old 
lady from Arkansas wrote in to the 
Ralph Emery TV Show (on which 
she now regularly appears) to 
state that Marshall was ‘the first 
real person’ she'd seen on the 
programme. 


@ Marshall Chapman's debut 
album, recorded in 1976 and 
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ALL STAR BRITISH 
COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


THE UK’s ONLY MAJOR EVENT DEDICATED 
ENTIRELY TO BRITISH ACTS IN CONCERT 


Featuring (in alphabetical order): 


ACME Country Band @ John Aston and his Band 
Carol Baker and Cotton Gin @ Ann and Ray Brett Trio 
Cats Cradle @ Chevin Ramblers @ Colorado @ Hickory Lake 
The Hillsiders @ John Hopkins @ John Hutch 
Tom Jennings and the Nashville Session Band 
Ron Jones, Roger Knowles and Nick Strutt 


George Moody and the Country Squires 


Bob Newman and Carole Gordon @ Paradise String Band 
Slim Pickins @ Dave Sheriff @ Johnny Spencer @ West Coast 


Festival compere: Neil Coppendale 


Tickets and free brochure available now from: 


Pavilion Box Office (Ref: CM3), Marine Parade. Worthing. Sussex 


Tel: Worthing (0903) 202221 


released the following year on the 
Epic label was entitled, ‘Me, I'm 
Feelin’ Free’, and it featured ten 
tracks, nine of them Marshall 
Chapman originals. Included was 
the first song she ever wrote (and 
which was covered by both Jessi 
Colter and Crystal Gayle), °A 
Woman's Heart Is A Handy Place 
To Be’. 


@ The back cover of that album 
contained some interesting 
quotations including one from 
Jessi Colter that simply stated, 
‘Marshall Chapman is my 
favourite girl singer,’ whilst 
Jessi’s husband, Waylon 
Jennings, weighed in with the 
remark that, ‘Marshall's a good 
ole boy. She can come on the 
bus!’. Tompal Glaser went into 
even more detail. "| went to see 
Marshall Chapman's show four 
times one week’, he said, “She's 
the only singer — picker — 
woman I've seen on stage who can 
‘put balls in her music and female 
all over her appeal’! However my 
favourite line comes from one 
Matthew Tim who remarked 
(somewhat dryly, | suspect), ‘Not 
quite what the Founding Fathers 
had in mind!’ Anyway, Epic 
Records obviously hadn't a clue 
what to do with Marshall. She'd 
been signed as a contemporary 
country artiste, but’"Me I'm Feelin’ 
Free’ was an out and out country 
album not particularly 
contemporary or progressive 
either, but this girl's stage shows 


@ THE village of Edale is situated 
in the scenic Edale Valley, midway 


between Sheffield and 
Manchester. Each year bluegrass 
musicians and enthusiasts gather 
here for a week-end’s music 
making. 


All musicians are encouraged to 
play at the informal sessions, and 
to join in the contests. A new 
feature this year will be an 
Artiste’s Tent on the lawns beside 
the Rambler Inn. Sign on at the 
door for a spot. M C Tom Travis. 


Bands wishing to play at the 
evening concerts in the Village 
Hall should contact Steve Read 
(0298) 871645. Tickets in advance 
from Eve Morris, 18 Powell Street, 
Harrogate, Yorkshire. Tel: (0423) 
58081. Cheques should be made 
payable to Edale Bluegrass 
Festival plus SAE — or, just pay at 
the door. 


were proving altogether different 
as she would insist on rocking and 
rolling all over the place. So Epic 
released the much rockier ‘Jaded 
Virgin’ which was so extremely 
unsuccessful Marshall would 
prefer to forget it. But it did 
effectively contain two redeeming 
tracks: the excellent Chapman 
composition ‘Why Can't! Be Like 
Other Girls’ (re-recorded in a more 
acceptable style on her third 
album, “Marshall') and a_first- 
class cover version of the Billy Joe 
Shavers/Waylon Jennings song, 
“You Ask Me To’. 


@ The album, ‘Marshall’, was 
frankly another undistinguished 
release. The public had to wait 
until 1982, when Rounder Records 
released her fourth and 
undoubtedly best album, to 


discover what Marshall Chapman _ 


was really capable of. The fact that 
she herself had a hand in the 
production probably had 
something to do with it, but in any 
case ‘Take It On Home’ | feel 
deserves to become a classic as 
it’s one of those extreme rarities. 
An album with no weak tracks and, 
apart from excellent versions of 
Willie Nelson's ‘Pick Up The 
Tempo’ and Bob Dylan's ‘To Be 
Alone With You’, it contains eight 
original songs, all right out of the 
top drawer. Including a 
considerably less rocky and more 
effective version of ‘The Island 
Song’ (previously recorded on the 
‘Jaded Virgin’ album). In fact, it's 
quite impossible for me to select 


CAMPSITE 
UPPER BOOTH 


EDALE 


one or two tracks as the pick of this 
album — such is the overall 
quality. 


@ So what of her future? Well, 
Rounder Records, we are told, 
would let her record another 
album any time, but in the 
meantime she’s concentrating on 
what she currently sees as her 
main interest in  life— 
songwriting. A cassette of 
unreleased material is at present 
en route to Tanya Tucker, and one 
of her songs has been pitched in 
the direction of supergroup, 
Alabama. As Marshall says, ‘If 
Alabama record one of my songs, | 
can afford to live for five years. If! 
record one of my songs, | can 
afford five minutes!” 


@ Marshall Chapman says she 
would like to come to Europe — 
including England — with herown 
band. If she ever did I'd be right 
there on the front row: although | 
suspect that she might still fare — 
unfortunately — very much as 
Steve Young did. attracting only 
her own cult following (as both she 
and Steve still do in the States) 
who would absolutely love her, 
while a whole lot more might be 
unhappy simply because they 
couldn't classify her music. 


Although personally | don't think 
it’s too difficult, if you really must 
categorise this performer then call 
her solid country based, rhythm 
and words, or more simply, 
Marshall Chapman music. 


This year one of America’s most 
respected and fluent flatpicking 
acoustic guitarists is playing at 
Edale. Dan Crary will be giving a 
workshop on Saturday and playing 
in the evening concert. Another 
highlight of the week-end is 
Graesset Gror from Denmark 
playing both concerts. 


There's camping at Whitmore Lea 
Farm at just 50p per night per 
person. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all Gemini and Cancer people, 
including:— Pat Boone (1st); Carl Butler (2nd); 
Michael Clarke (3rd); Freddy Fender (4th); Don Reid 
& Mitch Jayne (5th); Joe Stampley (6th); Bonnie 
Brown & Wynn Stewart (7th); Vernon Oxford & 
Stephen Fromholz (8th); Wilma Burgess (11th); 
Charlie Feathers (12th); Dennis Locorriere (13th); 
Burl Ives (14th); Waylon Jennings & Terri Gibbs 
(15th); Billy Crash Craddock (16th); Chet Atkins & 
Anne Murray (20th); Kris Kristofferson & Roy Drusky 
(22nd); June Carter & Diana Trask (23rd); Doc 
Williams (26th); Paul Kennerley & Don Williams 


(27th) 


@ The Manchester-based family 
band Armadillo is gaining many 
new fans. The outfit have been 
around for just a year, though Doug 
Smith, the patriarch, has been 
involved in the music business for 
more years than he cares to 
mention. He's played Skiffle with 
the Improvisers who cut records in 
Japan of all places. Then moved to 
various blues and rock bands 
before finally forming a country 
outfit with his three teenage sons. 
Doug handles lead vocals and 
guitar, Mike drums, Chris bass, 
and twelve-year-old Nick plays 
tambourine, bongos, and sings 
harmony. | may be an old softie but 
| thought it was great to see a 
father and his sons gain so much 
obvious enjoyment from their 
music. 


@ Speaking of brothers | note the 
Osmond Brothers have a new 
album on import entitled ‘One Way 
Rider’. Should make the upper 
most regions, and personally | find 
it very easy to forget the ‘old 
Osmonds’ and accept the brothers 
(now that there is no Marie, Donny 
or Little Jimmy) and | have no 
reservations about recommending 
this album. Take a listen to ‘She's 
Ready For Someone To Love Her’, 
‘Where Does An Angel Go When 
She Cries’ and ‘She's Back In 
Town Again’. 


@ Irish thrush Eileen King, 
together with her Kingsmen have a 
new single out on Toby Records. 
The sides are ‘| Wonder Who's 
Holding My Baby Tonight’ and 
“Dear Childhood Sweetheart’. 


@ The most interesting single I've 
come across in a long time is 
‘Karen's Song’ (Trudie). The song 
was inspired by Karen Martin, a 
twenty-four year old mentally 
handicapped girl from the 
Midlands. The song was written by 
Andy Brettell, Karen’s instructor, 
and recorded by Roger Dean, a 
singer who enjoyed some 
popularity during the mid-sixties. 


BBC RADIO SHEFFIELD COUNTRY TOP 20 


Ten pence from the sale of every 
record will be donated to MENCAP, 
SO you can enjoy a pleasant 
country song and aid a worthwhile 
cause at the same time. 


@ Congratulations to Simon and 
Lil of Gentle Touch on the birth of 
their daughter Hollie. The happy 
twosome would like to thank 
members of the Rocky Top CMC for 
their kind gesture — a beautiful 
bouquet for the lovely mother. 


@ Speaking of kind gestures | 
hear popular South Yorkshire 
performer Pete Jones, upon 
hearing of the plight of one young 
Rotherham lad immediately set up 
collections at-all his concerts in 
order to raise money for a Brittle 
Diabetic aid. Good on yer Pete. 


@ Emmylou Harris has anew 
single ‘On The Radio’/‘Good 
News’ (Warmers W9364). Both 
tracks are culled from her album 


“White Shoes’ (Warners 92-3961-1). 


@ Across the ocean, WEA are 
releasing new albums by JD 
Souther, Don Henley and Rodney 
Crowell. More on those next 
month. 


@ Last month Britain's own Chuck 
Fowler headlined three major rock 
‘n’ roll festivals, two in Holland, 
one in Belgium. Next month he 
heads for Switzerland. A new 
eepee from Chuck is iminent. 


@ Many things seem to have been 
said or written about North Country 
country act Dillinger. They are one 
of those outfits that you either love 
orhate . . . llove ‘em. Not for their 
instrumental ability or their vocal 
prowess, but because I've never 
seen them fail to entertain an 
audience. And that’s what this 
business is all about— 
entertainment. 


@ Inthese days when so many 
bands seem to be finding it 
difficult to make ends meet, it’s 
refreshing to hear of one with 
plenty of work — Jeannie & 


Presented by Mel Hague 


LAST | WEEKS IN 
POSITION ARTISTE RECORD week CHART 


Jesse Shofner 
June Brown 
Tony Best 

Stu Stevens 
Dave Sheriff 
JJ Barrie 


John Aston & Julie Allison 
Anne Murray 

Dick Damron 

Burritto Bros 

George Hamilton IV 

Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton 
Ross Allen 


waonaneswn 


Wesley Parker 
Hank Williams Jar 
Oak Ridge Boys 
Bobby Bare 

Clyde Owens 
David Allen Coe 
Albert Hall 


Emily 
Your Old Love Letters 


They Don't Play ‘Rock Of Ages’ on the Juke Box 


Albert and Mary 

Don't Tell Me Lies 

40 And Fadin’ 

Why Don’t We Get Together 
dust Another Woman In Love 
A Little More Country Music 
Almost Saturday Night 

It Must Be Love 

Islands In The Stream 
Heading Back Home 

Valley Song 

Home Coming Queen 

| Guess It Never Hurts To Hurt Something 
Drinking From The Bottle 
Marty And The Duke 

The Ride 

Modern Day Love Song 


BOACAR WI 


Steppingstone, who continue to 
pack the country music clubs and 
pioneer the cause to venues new. 
Currently they are working with 
Miki & Griff. 


@ | note Minnie Pearl has been 
asked to host the Nashville 
segments of the two hour TV show 
‘On Stage America’. After duetting 
on stage with Willie Nelson, it’s a 
strong possibility that Hank 
Thompson will be in line to record 
with Willie. 


@ |see the Osmonds will host the 
second annual Children’s Miracle 
Network Telethon this month. 
Nearly all of the massive Jim 
Halsey Management Agency 
roster of talent will participate in 
this twenty-seven hour event. 
Congratulations to Jim Halsey on 
becoming the first American 
President of FIDOF. The 
Federation of Internationale des 
Organisations de Festivals 
advises on the organisation of 
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NEW 


CMRU 
SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 

SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY 
ALBUM 


Every month we are now 
going to offer new 
subscribers the chance to 
win a country album in our 
monthly draw. If you are 
already a subscriber and due 
for renewal don’t worry, you 
will still be elegible for the 


FREE DRAW 


But don't waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 


subscription rates see elsewhere in 


this publication. 


Country Music Round Up 


music festivals in fifty-six 
countries. Jim will serve a two 
year term. 


@ Did you know that Nashville 
artiste Jason Hawkins is a cousin 
to Johnny Cash? In between tours 
with 0.B. McClinton, Karen 
Wheeler, Narvel Felts and George 
Jones, Jason has been completing 
his first album. Jason has also 
taken to using Cal Smith's original 
band (fronted by Ray Emmett) on 
Special shows. We hear Onie 
Wheeler who, after major surgery, 
is making a slow recovery at home 
and Ferlin Husky was rushed to 
hospital recently. The reasons 
were unspecified. Sad to note that 
Roy Hall, the fities rock ‘n’ roller, 
passed away recently. 


Indigo Lady who impressed so 
much on the Wembley ‘Best of 
British’ show inform us a London 
management company has 
expressed an interest and that a 
visit to Nashville is currently under 
discussion, also a recording 


This month’s winning new 
subscription entry in our free draw is 
Mr J F Dempsey, 3 Culford Close, 
Norton Brow, Runcorn, Cheshire 


He wins the latest Waylon Jennings 
& Willie Nelson album 
‘Outlaw Reunion Vo! II’ 


contract could be on the way. 
When | caught the girls in concert 
recently (the first time for a year), 
the changes in the line-up proved 
changes for the better. Ingrid and 
Anne, drums and lead guitar 
respectively, are still there, but the 
other three were all new faces to 
me. The petite Tracy on keyboards 
and guitar, the statuesque Diane 
on bass, and the lovely Sally 
handling lead vocals. 


@ That's it for this month. ‘Til 


next, keep on keeping on. 


COUNTRY 
MUSIC 


@ THE arrangements are well in 
hand for this month's Drive-In 
Country Music Concert, the 
biggest ever to be held in the 
Midlands. 

Drive-In means exactly that as you 
drive your car into the show 
grounds and park in front of the 
stage. The ground at Ufton Fields 
Oakerthorpe, Nr Alfreton, 
Derbyshire is a natural 
amphitheatre and lends itself very 
readily to this arrangement. 


The concert is scheduled to start at 
12 noon and run through to 12 
midnight with a short interval early 
evening. 10.30pm sees a hoe 
down with Yorkshire's hoe down 
band, Bev Williams and Midnight 
Flyer, providing the music. 


Artistes scheduled to appear are 
Keith Manifold, Johnny Marks, 
from Lancashire The Graham 
Broughton Duo, the very popular 
Nottinghamshire trio Freightline, 
Ricky Sylva, from Yorkshire that 
excellent trio Spill The Beans, then 
there's Les Bennetts excellent 
country disco ready to fill the gaps. 


A shoot out competition organised 
to British Westerners Association 
rules with trophies for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd places is another feature of the 
day: plus, the attendance of 
market stalls supported by various 
children’s rides and a licensed bar 
and refreshments. 


For more information ring Les on 
Matlock 734625 or Jim on Alfreton 
832644, or Ella on Ripley 43787. 


CLASSIFIED 


25p per word 
Min. £9 pre paid only 


RANCHO CABRERA CALLS ALL 
WESTERN FANS 


Good horses, rugged mountains, soft 
sunsets and endless trails with no 
fences. You've heard the story in many 
of your favourite country & western 
songs, now live the story yourselves 
riding Western style at Rancho Cabrera 
in Spain. Complete beginners and 
experienced riders catered for; or, if you 
don't wish to ride, simply relax and 
enjoy the informal ranch atmosphere 
living as one of the family. Fur full 
details of your next western experience 
‘phone Tarleton Travel, Tean (0538) 
722231. 


Se re RR EY 


CUSDRUM OF HULL offer quality, hand- 
built, plywood drums complete or shells 
only. Any size of drum built including 
power-toms, octobans. All at sensible 
prices. For details (0482) 493933 or 

42 Hall Road, HULL. North Humberside, 
HU6 8SA. 


Dave Lord and Country Gold Essex" 
newest up and coming band — Harlow 
414488, Epping 76608. You've booked 
the rest, now book the best in country 
music. Travel anywhere any time. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB 

SAE to: Margaret Trotter Secretary, 
3 Priory Bank Villas. COLDSTREAM, 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. 

Tel: (0890) 2871 
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There were those that said in advance that this year’s arena line-up did 


not seem as impressive as some in the past and on reflection they 
were probably proved right. This, plus a lapse in the quality of the 


sound and the lack of an effective compere probably made it one of the 
less memorable festivals but let’s make no mistake aboutit, one half of 


any days programme still offered more name stars than any other 


@ John Brack (Switzerland) 
proved to be a large man with a 
small audience for when he 
started his twelve-minutes the hall 
was only one-tenth full. He opened 
with ‘Yes | Do’, and closed with ‘I'll 
Be Damned’ and he was by his 
audience’s total lack of interest. 


@ Jeff Turner (Switzerland via 
Australia) sang ‘16 Tons’ and | 
wondered if he was singing about 
the previous act. 


@ Tammy Cline had a new line-up 
in the band and received cheers at 
the end of an excellent set and | 
wondered why twelve minutes of 
Tammy went so quick and the 
same time for others seems so 
long. 


@ Bjoro Halaand (Norway) 
opened up his twenty-five minute 
Spot with ‘Welcome To My World’,t 
but it turned outtobe more Jims 
Reeve’s world by the time he ‘| 
closed with ‘| Love You Because’. 
To be fair his five-piece andtwo 3 
back up singers plus his voice 
presented his programme very 
pleasantly but it was like being ina: 
country music time warp. But the 
crowd liked it and he got whistles 
and cheers. 


@ They also liked Ronny Robbins 
and the Marty Robbins Band. He 
opened with Haggard’s ‘Mama 
Tried’ followed by a couple of new 
songs which allowed his 
personality to show before totally 
giving in to what the Wembley fans 
had come to hear. . . his father’s 
songs. The rest of his thirty 
minutes were virtually a tribute to 
Marty that included ‘Ribbon Of 
Darkness’, ‘El Paso’ and so many 
more. He finished to a very good 
reception with appropriately the 
‘Clapping Song’. An act hard to 
fault but equally hard to 
remember. 


@ The first half was closed by 
Lynn Anderson and because of the 
sound problems a lot of her lyrics 
were lost, particularly on Hank 
Snow’s ‘I've Been Everywhere’. 
Her forty-five minutes included a 
lot of chat with the audience plus 
such ‘country classics’ as ‘Cry’, 
‘Top Of The World’ and ‘A Rose 
Garden’ by any other name would 
sound as sweet; but, the highlight 
of her show was probably getting 
promoter Mervyn Conn on stage 
dressed up in her chiffon scarves 
and all limp wristed singing the 
line ‘Mama sung tenor’ while an 
obviously confused Danish lady 
sang ‘Daddy sung bass’. She 
finally closed with ‘Rocky Top’. 


@ Teddy Nelson was again one in 
the eye for those who thought 
country was all about music, for 
there was that Indian on stage with 
him again! For me, his programme 
was forgettable, but included Hank 
Williams Jnr’s ‘Ain’t Making No 
Headlines’ — you said it Teddy. 


@ Ray Pillow had a nice relaxed 
Style for his six numbers, but again 
was far from memorable! 


@ Freddy Fender came on and for 
the first time the hall started to 
buzz with life. Tex/Mex has often 
hada ‘chilli’ reception at Wembley 
but from the opening ‘Rain, Rain, 
Rain’ he had his audience, and at 
the end of his set the crowd were 
on their feet cheering. Even 
Mervyn Conn was stood up calling 
him back, but ‘Australia’ were so 
keen to get on with their link that 
they didn’t notice, and so the 
chance of the only genuine encore 
of the night was lost. 


@ Jim Glaser: admittedly | 
expected him to score this year, 
but it was not to be. His 
performance lacked sparkle, 
maybe his programme was not 
familiar enough for the audience? 
Still, he included ‘Who Were You 
Thinking Of and ‘Woman, Woman’ 
which his British following should 
have known. His ‘Man In The 
Mirror’ gave a truer reflection of 
the current American country 
music scene, and he finished with 
‘Oh! Like It’, but the Wembley fans 
didn’t as all he got was polite 
applause. 


@ The strength of Irish country 
acts is that they usually fathom 
what an audience wants and try to 
give it to them, so it proved with 
Susan McCann. She looked sexy, 
sang pleasantly with a nice 
modern programme that most of 
the fans knew, like ‘Islands In The 
Stream’, ‘Broken Lady’, ‘Blue 
Kentucky Girl’ and went off to good 
audience reaction. 


@ Top-of-the-bill Slim Whitman 
came on stage at 9.38, opened 
with ‘Una Palona’ and whilst! 
admit | am not a fan of Slims | do 
not think | am being unfair when | 
Say he was not in good voice and 
gave a lack lustre performance. 
‘Happy Anniversary’, ‘Cattle Call’, 
“12th Of Never’, and ‘North Wind’ 
were followed by the ‘Last 
Farewell’. (My spirits rose, was it 
the end?) 


No, there was ‘The Waterfall’ and 
another before he introduced his 
‘look-alike’ son Byron, who 
rendered ‘Blue Moon of Kentucky’. 


festival in Europe currently offers in total. 


qm 


Together they sang ‘Dreaming’ 
and | found it just plain 
embarrassing when holding each 
other’s hands they sang ‘Four 
Walls’ which included the line 
“One night with you is like heaven’! 
The programme continued with 
Slim (who now belies his name) 
presenting ‘Ghostriders’, ‘Love 


Story’, ‘Rose Marie’, ‘Via Con 
Dias’ and the final encore of 
‘Indian Love Call’. 


@ Apart from Freddy Fender very 
little audience response and very 
little presented for the 
contemporary or cross-over fans. 
A better day tomorrow? 


@ Tractor opened, another 
country act from Europe and itis a 
pity that this eight-piece band did 
not have a larger audience for their 
short set. 


@ Scotland’s own Manson Grant 
added a couple of extra musos for 
a pleasant and polished set which 
they closed with ‘Left Me With My 
Arms Full Of Happy’. (They did.) 


@ The weekend’s first bluegrass 
act, The Stonemans. A six-piece 
band suffered a lot of sound 
problems particularly as they 
changed to a variety of 
instruments, their mixed 
programme included ‘Dream’ and 
‘Mr Bojangles’ which featured one 
of the girls dancing. They finished 
with a gospel medley that had the 
feet tapping, the hands clapping 
and the fans on their feet at the end 
and the ‘Orange Blossom Special’ 
came in right on time for the 
encore. 


@ Jeannie C Riley and the Red 
River Band used their twenty-four 
minutes on stage effectively and 
were well appreciated. ‘Thank God 
I'm A Country Girl’ had the fans 
Clapping along, and her 
programme that included several 
unfamiliar songs along with 
‘Harper Valley PTA’ and the use of 
sax in the band came over nicely 
balanced if not earth shattering. 


@ Vernon Oxford has played 
Wembley a few times and has a lot 
of friends and this showed when 
they cheered not only his songs but 
roared with approval at his clog 
type dance. He finished with ‘I'll 
Fly Away’ and then flew back to 
sing another chorus when his fans 
wanted an encore. 


@ Ray Stevens sang most of his 
hits but much of his rapport with 
the audience was lost because 
many could not distinguish what 
he was saying and a lot of the 
comedy was lost. He opened with 
‘Such A Night’, but! don’t think itis 
one he will want to remember 
even though there were a few 
shouts for ‘more’ at the end. 


@ RayLynam gota nice response 
for his four songs that included, 
‘He Stopped Loving Her Today’; 
Philomena Begley did the same 
and included her latest recording, 
‘The Way Old Friends Do’ and the 
pair together raised the crowd to 
their feet with a series of duets. 
Still a quality act. 


@ For the first time over the 
week-end we saw an act come out 
next as though he was going to 
take the festival by the scruff of the 
neck and shake it to life — Billy 
Walker! Undeniably country from 
his voice, through his tassled 
sequinned top to his ‘Dan Dare’ 
embroidered trousers he has 
realised there is a vacancy fora 
‘favourite son’ at Wembley since 
the death of Marty Robbins and 
was determined to make a play for 
it. 


An immediate success with the 
crowd he opened with ‘On The 
Road Again’ and included ‘She 
Goes Walking Through My Mind’, 
a Marty Robbins tribute, an 
excellent version of ‘This Time 
You Made Me A Mountain’ had a 
standing ovation and came back 
for ‘How Great Thou Art’, which is 
obviously exactly what the crowd 
thought. 


Se 


@ Dallas?! Before the next act it 
was announced that American TV 
had bought the television rights 
and link-up was being filmed using 
Patrick Duffy who plays Bobby 
Ewing in Dallas and the ladies in 
the audience went wild as he came 
on stage. 


@ Cameras were still flashing 
away when Jim and Jesse came on 
Stage and again a bluegrass band 
suffered feedback and other sound 
problems, but their nine song spot 
got a reasonable response. 


@ Top-of-the-bill Emmylou Harris » 


and her all British band. | must 
admit! am usually totally besotted 
by Emmylou and would not argue 
with the fans who voted her top 
female singer, but she also 
suffered from sound troubles and 
all too often you could not hear the 
lyrics. 

Without putting the musicians 
down | don’t think any band can 
have the tightness and 
togetherness of ‘The Hot Band’ of 
the past without more time, no 
matter how talented and how hard 
they work. Today, this band were 
quality not outstanding. Emmylou 
featured her new single ‘In My 
Dreams’ and Albert Lee came in 
for a duet on ‘So Sad’ plus‘a piano 
spot. 


Generally, however, her 
programme did not have as much 
light and shade as previous years, 
no bluegrass segment or 
specialist numbers like ‘Mr 
Sandman’ and featured the more 
rocky side of her performance like 
‘Born To Run’ and ‘C’est La Vie’. 


@ Summary:— An improvement 
on Saturday. Billy Walker shining. 


@ THE trouble with a title like the 
‘Best Of British’ is that no matter 
who you leave out someone can 
rightly say that it cannot be the 
best of British because . . . but the 
fact is that the general standard 
set by the series of concerts held 
in the conference centre over the 
festival three days was very high 
and a tribute to the British country 
music scene. 


@ Most areas of the UK seemed to 
be represented and it was good to 
see so much original material 
being presented in a professional 
manner and to the obvious delight 
of the audiences. 


@ In actuality many people 
attending the Silk Cut Festival 
missed a lot of good music by not 
attending these free shows, 
particularly in the early morning, 
and | wonder how many so called 
‘experts’ who all too often decry 
the standard of British country 
music, actually bothered to go and 
see this excellent showcase? | for 
one would like to congratulate the 
Silk Cut Promotions team via 
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Saturday Afternoon: 


@ Teresita and Interstate 65 
(Aberdeen) who appeared on the 
Johnny West Shirts Showcase at 
the exhibition area have probably 
not had as much experience in 
playing the larger venues as most 
of the other acts appearing. With 
the young lady’s looks | suppose it 
should be called country and 
eastern, but they featured a couple 
of Larry Gatlin songs and a Freddy 
Fender classic before trying to go 
out ‘In A Blaze of Glory’ which was 
unfortunately marred by a false 
start probably due to nerves. 


@ Tom Jennings and the 
Nashville Session Band (Kent) 
used their set to promote their first 
album called ‘No 1’ and opened 
with ‘Crazy Country Hop’. | liked 
their version of ‘Margaritaville’ 
which featured concert flute, and 
the fact that the band was brave 
enough to feature sax on 
‘Somewhere Between Right And 
Wrong’ — although not there yet 
they’re probably more right than 
wrong. | was also impressed with 
piano and the way the band set 
about promoting themselves all 
weekend in the exhibition area. 


@ Lee Moran and the Bush Band, 
almost certainly a new name to 
British country music fans. She 
currently lives in the Kent area and 
surprisingly turns up as support 
act on the Slim Whitman tour. One 
large asset in the band is Bob 
Loveday on fiddle and it was nice 
to see young musicians in the 
band. Her programme varied from 
‘Hey Good Looking’ to ‘Love Is A 


@ Lee Moran and the Bush Band, 
the support band for the recent 
Slim Whitman tour, were given the 
short opening set on the Monday 
night. They were followed by Roly 
Daniels and Tulsa and after telling 
us about his ‘Funny Familiar 
Forgotten Feelings’ he closed with 
the ‘cowboys’ favourite the 
‘American Trilogy’ and received 
good applause for it. 


@ Carey Duncan, who has a 
Bonnie Tyler feel about her voice, 
had a six-song spot which 
included an unusual arrangement 
of ‘Rocky-Top’, her latest single 
‘Raining In My Heart’ and ‘The 
Rose’ which were well received. 


@ Paul Richey who came over 
with a five-piece band and three 
back-up singers included three 
standards and three new songs of 
which ‘The Devil Inside’ was the 
standout track. This tall man will 
appeal to the ladies! am sure and! 
would like to have seen a longer 
Spot but as it was there were calls 
of ‘more’ so he went out ‘In A Blaze 
Of Glory’. 


@ Moe Bandy had been tipped as 
one of the probable successes 
with the Wembley crowd and it 
turned out right. His type of 
drinking and cheating songs seem 
to have a natural association with 


Rose’, ‘Luxury Liner’ and featured 
a big production on ‘You Are So 
Beautiful’. 


@ Saturday afternoon ended with 
Raymond Froggatt (Birmingham) 
who had the courage to include 
eight original songs in a ten song 
set and it shot every which way 
with the comic ‘Roly’s Gonna Get 
Married’ and the beautiful ‘Teach 
Me’, which he sings with such 
feeling. An act that would have 
been just at home on the main 
stage or at Las Vegas full of songs 
with lyrics that demand to be 
listened to. | am pleased to say 
that the large crowd were on their 
feet at the end demanding an 
encore. Beautiful Froggie! 


Sunday Morning: 


@ Saw the only solo act that 
appeared all weekend: Mike 
Devine (Scotland). Using just a 
drum box and guitar he sang 
pleasantly enough and | am sure 
he will always be popular at the 
clubs with such songs as 
‘Everything's A Waltz’ ‘Streets Of 
Laredo’, ‘River Road’ and ‘Funny 
Face’. 


@ Indigo Lady were next on stage, 
with the re-‘vamped’ line-up 
comes a change of image with 
their very sleek stage outfits, 
lighting up a very stage conscious 
performance as they sang songs 
such as ‘My Baby Thinks He’s A 
Train’, ‘Lying Eyes’, ‘Shot Full Of 
Love’. They do make a word for it, 
this all girl outfit is an act you will 
hear a lot more of both in the 


many of the audience. A lot of 
favourites were included but | 
liked ‘A Horse That You Can’t 
Ride’, and ‘It Took A Lot Of 
Drinking’ (how true that is of 
Wembley)! Closing with ‘It's A 
Cheating Situation’ this man, who 
basically stood at the front of the 
stage and sung his songs, brought 
the auditorium to its feet, and 
there might have been a riot if he 
had not been allowed an encore. 
He was, and sang ‘It Makes The 
Juke Box Play’. 


@ Having heard them sing about 
thirty times already that weekend 
it seemed ridiculous to put 
Australia on in their own right at 
this time. | thought it would have 
been better to put Tom Gribbin on 
and let Australia open the second 
half? As it is | am pleased to say 
they were much more acceptable 
with a band backing them. 


@ Earlier in the day there had 
been Osmond fever on the festival 
site and when The Osmond 
Brothers came on stage there were 
youngsters standing up screaming 
all over the arena. It has been 
argued by some that they should 
not have been included on the 
festival at all, but | feel | should 
point out that the word ‘country’ 
does not appear anywhere in the 
title: it is now simply called the 
Silk Cut Festival! And whatever 
else you say about them | defy 
anyone to deny the Osmond 
Brothers are entertainment with a 
capital £ sign. 


A seven-piece band with trumpet 
and synthesizer backed their 
opening which was accompanied 
with a very slick dance routine to 
‘Super Gamble’. Then into : 
‘Heartache Tonight’. Again there 
were sound problems. 


country and crossover market. 
They’re winners! 


@ Frank Jennings & Syndicate 
(Reading) closed the morning 
show and he opened with giving a 
typical professional assured 
performance such as one expects 
as Frank has had as much success 
in the UK as anyone. 


Sunday Afternoon: 


@ Kaye Brothers Flying Circus 
(Leicester) opened featuring a lot 
of fiddle on the ‘Devil Went Down 
To Georgia’ and ‘Fiddle 
Breakdown’ and that pleased the 
crowd as always. They also did an 
original arrangement for the 
‘Battle Of New Orleans’. 


@ Roger Humphries Band (Kent) 
is probably one of the most 
travelled and easily recognised 
acts in Britain; and for me this set 
proved to be one of the ‘high’ spots 
of the week-end. Never one to let 
the grass grow under his feet, 
Roger kept the programme nicely 
balanced with raunchy ‘outlaw’ 
music spaced with such classics 
as ‘Always On My Mind’, and “Til! 
Can Gain Control Again’ where his 
rendition gave the lyrics special 
meaning. The crowd loved it and 
Roger just drifted into an encore. 


@ It must have been hard for 
Linda Venus to follow Roger as | 
am sure very few people there 
knew her. She started with the 
standard ‘I Can’t Help It’, but then 
had the confidence to include 
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The Osmond Brothers 
are entertainment 


with a capital £ sign 


They then went into a production 
version of ‘Mama Don’t Allow’ 
which featured them playing sax, 
banjo, trombone, drums, clarinet, 
trumpet, fiddle and clog dancing, 
which was greeted by delight by 
their fans and watched in ‘stoney’ 
silence by many of the purists. 


But the rest of their programme 
was very country with ‘One Way 
Rider’, ‘Honky Tonkin’’, and ‘If 
Every Man Had A Woman Like You’ 
shining. They finished and the 
crowd went wild (well most of 
*em). It had undoubtedly been 
super professional from beginning 
to end and has probably won over 
some of the more traditional fans. | 
only hope some of the younger 
fans they brought in have equally 
been converted to country music! 


They encored with He Ain’t Heavy, 
He’s My Brother... Brother. . . 
Brother . . . Brother’ — well, 
there are four of them! The interval 
was delayed and the great debate 
between the fans had started. Love 
‘em or hate ’em you couldn’t 
ignore them. 


@ Tom Gribbin and the Saltwater 
Cowboys were unfortunate in 
opening when most of the fans 
were still having an interval. Their 
five-song set received only polite 
applause 


many originals. It is always 
difficult to put over new songs to 
an audience and it is doubly 
difficult when it is obvious that the 
band does not know them either! 


@ There was a very large crowd in 
when Hank Wangford’s Band came 
on and | detected that the British 
country audience is gradually 
growing into what Hank and his 
music is about. Without a doubt 
they are currently the ‘most 
original’ country music band in 
Britain (if not in the world) with 
their outrageous costumes and 
comedy. Backed by superb 
musicians the voice of Irma Cetas 
was simply superb on such 
numbers as ‘Last Thing | Wanted 
The First Thing This Morning’. The 
recently added Bobbie Valentino 
on fiddle/mandolin, and vocals 
helped to make this band pure 
magic. No, they didn’t make the 
country audience disappear! Far 
from it they stood and cheered. 


Monday Morning: 


@ | felt sorry for Emerald 
(Ireland) who had drafted a couple 
of extra musos in for their set and 
not many people turned out early 
that morning, which was a pity as 
they had a lively set featuring 
banjo/fiddle/steel/lead, good 
harmonies, all presented with 
Irish showbiz panache. 


@ They stayed on stage to back 

Flo Stevens (Scotland). | have not 
seen Flo before but was impressed 
by her voice that seemed to fill the 


@ BJ Thomas opened with ‘New 
Looks From An Old Lover’ moved 
on to ‘Raindrops Are Falling On My 
Head’ and ‘Somebody Done 
Somebody Wrong Song’ told us 
about Hank Williams, and sang 
‘I'm So Lonesome | Could Cry’ but 
seem to lose his audience a little 
after that as he sang songs they 
were much less familiar with and 
the sound lost him a bit more. 


@ Shelly West was another good 
act that suffered from trying to play 
new songs to an audience that 
couldn’t really hear them properly. 
‘309 Tennessee’, ‘Another Motel 
Memory’ and ‘Jose Cuervo’ are all 
good songs, but her five-song set 
which included one number where 
she played bass made little 
impression; in fact, her mother’s 
number ‘I Was Raised On Country 
Sunshine’ probably got the best 
response. 


@ David Frizzell suffered ina 
similar manner but did get the 
crowd involved finally with ‘I’m 
Gonna Hire A Wino’. He opened 
with ‘Why You Been Gone So 
Long’, played harmonica ona 
lively ‘If You've Got The Money 
Honey, I’ve Got The Time’ which 
was, of course, his brother Lefty's 
song. After ‘Wino’ he brought 


There are those you speak to who never seem to have a good word for 
either promoter Mervyn Conn nor his Wembley festivals but don’t 

count me amongst them for | have sixteen good words — everyone of 
them a year in which he’s brought country music to Europe! 


This year may not have been the best, but it’s still the best we have - - - 


Conference Centre. She also 
impressed the crowd (that had by 
now come in) 


@ Yellowstone Picnic Band 
(Oxon) is a band that plays a vast 
spectrum of music and comedy 
and most important of all original 
material such as ‘Word Has it’, 
that starts slowly and builds up 
with a hook. Again, presentation 
was very professional switching 
lead vocals, lead instruments and 
variety and pace all the time. 


@ The opening spot in the 
afternoon went to the Duffy 
Brothers (Peterborough) and can 
there be any country music fan in 
Britain who has not seen them. The 
amazing thing is: we still laugh 
every time. It’s all down to timing 
both musical and comic. Nice to 
see the dustbin back again and the 
quality music still finding plenty of 
space. Liked Ray’s solo ‘Duelling 
Banjos’! Can | say it was a typical 
Duffy Brothers performance and a 
typical reaction, and that means 
vast cheers at the end? 


@ It fell to Kelvin Henderson to 
follow the comedy of the Duffy’s 
and he opened with ‘Alabama 
Jubilee’ or rather the band did. 
Kelvin turned up with ‘The Breeze’ 
and his distinctive deep voice took 
us to ‘Saginaw, Michigan’, 
‘Southbound for Sweet Mental 
Revenge’, but somehow this 
performance did not have the bite 
of previous ones and Kelvin 
slipped away to leave the band to 
Jeannie Denver, who also seemed 


Shelly West back to duet on ‘Honky 
Tonk Nights On Broadway’ which 
was hardly enhanced by the fact 
that her mike was not on at all! 
They did four more songs before 
finishing with ‘You're The Reason 
God Made Oklahoma’. 


@ The job to close the whole 
festival fell to Glen Campbell and! 
doubt if they could have picked a 
more outstandingly professional 
act. He opened with ‘Gentle On My 
Mind’ and included most of his 
country associated hits like 
‘Southern Nights’, ‘By The Time | 
Get To Phoenix’, ‘Galveston’ etc. 


He then put in a not very good new 
song about the country he was 
playing called ‘They Still Dance To 
Waltzes In England’, an excellent 
Marty Robbins medley, featured 
Carl Jackson on banjo and fiddle 
and to duet, brought the house 
down with ‘Rhinestone Cowboy’ 
and then surprised everyone by 
bringing Emmylou Harris on stage 
for a duet ‘You Are My Sunshine’. 
The crowd went wild and he came 
back to encore and the country 
music festival closed to the sound 
of Campbell’s bagpipes on 
‘Amazing Grace’. An excellent act, 
well worked out and suited for the 
type of festival he had been billed 
to headline. 


@ There it is then — as | saw it 
Monday raised the entertainment 
Standard of the festival. Overall 
there were few highlights, 
generally the quality was pretty 
reasonable, there were no acts the 
fan ‘booed’ or ‘walked out on’ and 
the inclusion of the Osmond 
Brothers caused the all important 
talking point. | suppose if it was a 
Chancellors budget they'd call it 
neutral. The sound problems all 
too often made the acts only seen 
and not really heard! But God 
willing we will be back next year! 


a bit subdued as she sung ‘The 
Letter’, ‘Coat Of Many Colours’ and 
when she sang ‘Why You Been 
Gone So Long’ Kelvin came back 
to duet and they closed with ‘Roll 
In My Sweet Baby’s Arms’. 


@ For three years now Colorado 
have been polled top British group 
so it was perhaps fitting that they 
close the whole of the Best Of 
British Concerts. Their strength is 
in their harmonies and variety of 
music, also the fact that they pick 
out that unusual song like ‘The 
Green Hills Of France’ and present 
them perfectly. Colorado's 
delivery is always good, but the 
light man gave them an extra hand 
when they sang their newest song 
‘Turn Off The Lights’. The fiddle is 
featured and the place erupts. 
They do not get an encore they get) 
two and | would say there were 
about 3,000 people in the centre 
when they performed. 


@ So our ‘Big’ names delivered: 
Colorado, Hank Wangford, Froggie 
and so many more. One or two 
quite honestly shouldn't have been 
there but even then the standard 
was high and the most 
encouraging of all was the fact that 
no-one offered the same old pap 
and the fans were prepared to stay 
and listen to the ‘Brits’ new 
material and from what | saw they 
really enjoyed most of it! 


NEXT YEAR MAKE IT BIGGER AND 
BETTER ATTENDED, SEE YOU 
THERE. 
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| happen. Where as we're glad to 


[— THIS MONTH 


£1,000 FOR 

WINNER OF 

LEICESTER 
TALENT 


@ THE Leicester CMC with 
assistance from Leicester City 
Council are providing a whole day 
of country music at De Montfort 
Hall on Saturday, 13th October. 


In conjunction with the event a 
National Talent Contest is being 
organised. First prize is £1,000, 
2nd - £500, and 3rd - £250. The 
finals of the heats will form the 
afternoon programme at De 
Montfort Hall which has a capacity 
for 2,500 people. 


Competing bands must have a 
minimum of three members. 
Regional heats will be 


programmed to commence in July. 


The contest winners will also 
appear in the main evening show - 
for which artistes are yet to be 
listed. 


Bill Dunphy - chairman of the 
Leicester CMC is co-ordinator. 
Interested parties can ring Bill on 
Leicester (0533) 864016. 


DID SOMEONE 
ELSE GET 
YOURS LAST 
MONTH? 


With our rapidly increasing 
following this could easily 


have new readers, we don’t 
want a sudden outcry from 
regulars that they can’t get it. 


to ensure your regular copy 


of Britain’s best Country Music 
Publication complete this form 


and take it to your local 
newsagent. 


COUNTRY COMES TO BUTLINS! 


Mick Green 


Just to test the water, they co-ordinated it with several 
other forms of entertainment including folk, disco, stage 
dance majorettes and sequence at their Bognor camp and 
managed a full house. 


Probably only about 1,500 
attending actually went there for 
the country music, all of which 
took place in the Pig & Whistle bar 
and was co-ordinated this year by 
Roy Cooper organiser of the Deri 
Club, Rainham. 


Prices varied on the type of 
accommodation and number also 
whether you were self-catering or 
two-meal tariff, but it was 
generally considered excellent 
value for money. For instance, a 
family of five on two-meal tariff 
cost just over £100 for the four 
days. This of course included all 
the entertainment and the ‘FREE’ 
fun fair entertainment for the kids 
plus, skating, snooker, indoors 
and outdoors pool, a boating lake 
and all the facilities usually 
associated with their large camps. 


For the purpose of this review | 
have stayed with the country 
music but at any time there were at 
least three other alternative types 
of entertainment going on and | 
Saw many a country fan enjoying 
themselves elsewhere. 


For the country buff there were two 
hours each lunch time, five hours 


every evening plus the odd 
specialist film in the cinema. 
Generally the only complaints | 
heard over the festival was the 
sound system! It was all too often 
just not good enough. 


Another was that at times it was 
very difficult to get served at the 
bar due, not to lack of staff, but 
Butlins and this peculiar system of 
having change for every £5 note 
checked and often not having 
enough change in the till? 


Plenty of Good 
Country 


The Pig & Whistle is a large 
enough bar capable of holding 
around 2,500 with a space in front 
of the stage for dancing which was 
often packed. 


There were three residents hosts 
over the four days: Terry Edwards 
was compere and his singing 
spots always seemed to go down 
well; Dave Cox kept the disco 
section moving with either highly 
popular dancing numbers or songs 
most people knew; and Malcolm 
Davies had a couple of sessions of 
Square dancing each day. 


Most of the bands appeared at 
least twice, thus allowing most of 
the fans two opportunities of 
catching them. 

The following lunchtime Emerald 
had a much ‘sounder’ set. 
Wednesday evening saw Obson’s 
Choice again and a packed hall for 
another typical Duffy Brothers 
performance that won over not 
only the country fans but many 
passers-by as well. 


The Stewart Brothers and First 
Chapter kept the dancers happy 
until the close. 


Thursday lunch saw the Stewart 
Brothers and square dancing again 
and in the evening the ever 
popular George Moody and the 
Country Squires packed the floor 
from the off, and | am pleased to 
see him at last including originals 
like ‘Michelle, I'm Still In Love 


With You’ and getting the same 
reaction as the old favourites. 
Dave Sheriff supplied the cabaret 


’ with his one-man act, which is 


clever and effective if a bit 
gimmicky. 


| thought Jenny Speller and 
Spellbound had left their magic 
behind and disappointingly came 
Over as very ordinary. 


Friday evening turned out to be a 
Superb entertainment opening 
with the Roger Humphries Band 
followed by an excellent set that 
saw the toilet turning up yet again 
from the Yellowstone Picnic Band 
who, although not booked in the 
cabaret spot actually turned out to 
be one. U S artistes Joe Sun and 
Solar System booked as cabaret, 
sensibly noticing the audience’s 
wish to dance, asked them to do so 
and their short set was over in no 


time, or so it seemed, with stand 
out song ‘Bombed, Boozed and 
Busted’ — what a great bass 
player Jacob Mayer is! | think they 
encored with ‘Nobody Does It As 
Good’. 


From all points of view the 
experiment must be looked on asa 
success, and! am sure that Butlins 
will be looking at another bigger 
and hopefully better one. 


@ THE Metro country music 
programme has now been 


past four years. The very first 


presented by Brian Clough for the 


COUNTRY JAMBOREE 
WEDNESDAY 


9pm-10pm 


Producer/Presenter 
BRIAN CLOUGH 


As a team, the band also gained 
recognition with three TV 
appearances where he worked 
with artistes such as Billy 
Armstrong, the Spinners, Kenny 
Ball and the Jazzmen and Robin 
Hall and Jimmy McGregor. 


Personal facts: 


—! 


broadcast actually went out on 
Brian’s birthday, 19 March. 


@ Being no stranger to radio (he 
played lead guitar in a local 
country band for ten years which 
featured on many broadcasts) he 
had started his radio career some 
years earlier, writing and 
presenting short stories and 
interest pieces for a BBC local 
radio magazine programme. 


@ Ofhis time with the country 
band Brian says, ‘I was fortunate 


Favourite country artistes — 
Roger Miller, Jerry Reed, Don 
Gibson, Alabama, Ricky Skaggs, 
Merle Haggard, Billie Jo Spears. 


Dislikes — Bad manners, people 
who ride bicycles across zebra 
crossings, trousers at half mast 
and dirty fingernails. 


Likes — Do-it-yourself at home, 
cats (fascinated by them), telling 
jokes, people with a sense of 
humour, making video films (at 
one time he was a freelance ‘mute’ 


Spears what year her 57 Chevrolet 
was manufactured?!’ and doing a 
live telephone link with Wendal 
Adkins when listeners could only 
hear one side of the conversation. 


@ The ‘Country Jamboree’ 
programme features new album 
and single releases by both 
American and British recording 
artistes, up to date information 
regarding tours and concerts, plus 
Festivals around Britain. 


@ A special diary of local events 
in country music clubs around the 
Tyne/Wear and Cleveland area 
(‘What's On Diary’) and a regular 
‘Take You Back Track’ featuring 
country hits of yesterday. 


@ When possible Brian obtains 
‘live’ interviews in the studio with 
American artistes visiting Britain 


cameraman with the BBC), having 
good friends. 


| Dear Mr Newsagent. please order 
| me my regular monthly copy of 

{| Country Music Round Up 

| Newspaper startingwiththe. .. . 
| edition. My name and address are 
| as follows: 


enough to record one album, one 
single, and one EP producing and 
engineering the EP in my own Amusing moments when 

studio.’ broadcasting — ‘Asking Billie Jo 


or taped interviews from venues. 
Each month there’s also a review 
spot of the country music 
magazines/newspapers. British 


country sounds are featured in 
each broadcast. Periodically a 
‘Country Call’ when a mobile tape 
machine is taken to a local country 


club and organisers and 
appreciators are interviewed and 
allowed to choose.a track from 
their favourite artiste. 


SPILL THE 


1 Country Music Round Up can be 
| obtained through W H Smith's. 

John Menzies and other leading 
wholesalers throughout the UK. 


Mr Newsagent please note that i Te ¢ e Eo ' at fF AND 


Country Music Round Up is 
distributed nationally by 
Spotlight Distribution Ltd. 


Spotlight House. 1 Benwell Road. 


Holloway. LONDON N7 7A 
Circulation 01-607 6411 


i 


OHIO 


(6563) 35295 


We love 
our country 


| SMOKESTACK 


CONTACT: 


(0925) 42496 


Tel: (0302) 866$70 and 65062 


to the Editors, 


I had to laugh at your request to 
look for the ‘undeliberate mistake’ 
within April ’84 issue — it’s like 
looking for a currant in an Eccles 
cake! I realise your correspondents 
are amateur journalists, but if you 
want to be taken seriously as a 
newspaper, you really should 
employ a competent sub-editor. 


To business: you could mean 


1) ‘wained’ instead of ‘waned’ (why 
the inverted commas, by the 
way?) 

2) Joe Sun instead of Joe South 

3) the missing apostrophe in 
‘Britains Top Duo’ (A change 
this, your writers normally go 
overboard with apostrophes in 
all the wrong places) or, in the 
show reviews — 

4) ‘connived’ instead of ‘contrived’ 

5) Peter Rowan’s song is correctly 
titled ‘The Land of the Navajo’ 


I hope this gives you food for 
thought, even if I’m too late for the 
prize. 


Yours faithfully 

Tony Davey 

6 Greenside Court 

Monton Road 

Eccles 

MANCHESTER 

M30 9QH 

Eds: From the tone of your letter we can't 
think why you would buy ‘Round Up’ at all, 


unless it’s just to make you feel like a 
superior being. 


@©0ee00 
Dear Editors 


Re April issue and the undeliberate 
mistake in Mick Green’s article. 


Well, | also found two in the article 
‘Controversy Country’. One is the 
heading ‘Times A Day Are A 
Changing’ which Mick refers to as 
been written by Bob Dylan. As far 
as I know Bob Dylan wrote ‘Times 
They Are A Changing’. 


The second, under the above 
heading, was a reference to Elvis 
Costello’s ‘Good Day For The 
Roses’ and not ‘Good Year For The 
Roses’. 

Despite those mistakes I read the 
article with interest and agreed 
with most of the things Mick said. 


Yours sincerely 
Audrey Laxenby 
103 Bowhill Grove 
Thurnby Lodge 
LEICESTER 


Eds: Seems opening the door to public 
proof readers brings to light many things. 
Still, it should all help to maintain our 
constant policy for improved standards. 


Dear Editor 


dust a short note to express my 
sincere appreciation for arranging a 
reservation for us at the Ladbroke 
Hotel for your House Party Week- 
end. Alll can say is that I have never 
had a better time on holiday. The 
room was very well appointed and 
most comfortable. 


I can’t believe how sensational all 
the music acts have been. You 
certainly outdid yourself in 
graciousness, including the lovely 
bottles of perfume for lady guests. 


Thanks again for a most 
spectacular week-end. I am very 
happy that I didn’t miss such a good 
time. 


Sincerely 

Rosemary Carmichael 
5900 Arlington Avenue 
BX NY 10471 USA 


Dear Editors 


Must congratulate you once again 
for another super week-end of 
entertainment at the 2nd great 
annual CMRU readers House Party 
at Watford. 


Wouldn't have thought it possible 
for you to gather such a host of 
talent together again. But you did, 
and they were marvellous. The only 
complaint we have is, Monday 
came far too soon. Thank you once 
again and we hope to see you there 
next year. 


Many thanks 


Maureen and Mick 
75 Peck Avenue 
BOSTON 


Lincs 


@eeeee 
Dear Eds 


Many thanks for a great Easter 
week-end at Watford. All we need 
now is to catch up on some sleep. 


We note in the May CMRU Stop 
Press that the Tom Jennings and 
Nashville Session Band Album is 
now released. We are in fact in 
possession of the same and can 
certainly recommend that it be in 
anybody’s collection. It is a credit 
to the group and one to be proud 
of. Well done lads! 


Regards 

Pamela and Eddie 
High Lane CMC 
SOUTHPORT 


@08ee0e@ 
Dear CMRU 


May I first say how much I enjoyed 
your House Party at Watford — it 
was my first time, although my 
fourth Wembley visit. The rooms 
were lovely and the buses well 
organised. As for the 
entertainment . . I’m afraid I only 
managed half of the Friday night 
show — I didn’t have the stamina 
for the rest! Maybe next year I will 
be stronger! Thank you for giving 
me the chance to book early for 
next year and congratulations 
again on a superb week-end 
package. 


Yours sincerely 
Mrs Patricia Minnery 


@8eeee@ 
Dear CMRU 


I would like to:say thank you very 
much for the very enjoyable week- 
end at the Ladbroke Hotel, which 
my friends Tommy and Marie 
Sexton and I had over Easter. | 
have no doubt that they will write to 
you themselves if they have not 
already done so. 


Everyone was so friendly and there 
was a nice cheerful atmosphere, 
which put us all in the mood for the 
evenings spent at Wembley. 
Although I personally was not too 
sure that the line-up at the Festival 
was very good, I thought that it 
would be worth going for the 
pleasure of the company of fellow 
country music lovers, and perhaps 
meet up with old friends. As it 
happened I enjoyed the shows, was 
not disappointed in any way, and 
although some singers were 
definitely not country, others like 
the excellent Moe Bandy and Billy 
Walker made it worth the trip. 


Thanks again 
Mrs June Davey 
18 Truscott Road 
Burscough 

Nr ORMSKIRK 
Lancs 


Dear CMRU 


Thank you for arranging such an 
enjoyable week-end at the 
Ladbroke Hotel, Watford. Ijust wish 
I had had the stamina to stop up 
later at night to see all the 
entertainment. 


Overall, I thought the main shows 
at Wembley were poor this year. I 
have a very broad taste in country 
music but I did not like the 
Osmonds — surely they are not 
country, I enjoyed Glen Campbell 
very much, but the best act for me 
was Moe Bandy. 


I saw nearly all the ‘Best of British’ 
acts and was very impressed by a lot 
of them — more should have been 
on the main stage especially Hank 
Wangford, Colorado, and 
Yellowstone Picnic Band. 


See you next year. 


Yours sincerely 


Martin Craig 

55 Wolversdene Road 
ANDOVER 

Hants 

SP10 2AY 


Dear Eds 


I would like to express my thanks to 
the local radio stations who gave 
last month’s Joe Sun concert at the 
Astoria in Leeds such good 
advance publicity. I can always rely 
on support from the media so why 
don’t the public respond to having a 
first class American band visit 
Leeds? Could it be that the country 
musicians and bands in Yorkshire 
are guilty of perpetrating a gigantic 
hoax and that they don’t know 
what good country music is and 
apart from a handful, don’t want to 
find out? Do they always want to 
hear and be third rate bands in 
third rate clubs with the same tired 
old songs? Perhaps they do, so why 
on earth am I subjected to the 
continuous moaning and pleas to 
bring in outside bands and acts 
when the moaners can’t be 
bothered to get off their backsides 
and support them? Censorship 
prevents my really saying what I 
think of these people. The Eve 
Morris against bankruptcy fund is 
now open for donations!! 


Yours faithfully 
Eve Morris 

18 Powell Street 
HARROGATE 


Dear Editors 


I would just like to say thank you to 
all the organisers of the Basildon 
Essex Country Music Festival on 
28 April 1984. My husband Dennis 
and I really enjoyed it, and all the 
friendly people we met. Having seen 
Pinto around the clubs and all their 
hard work and dedication they well 
deserved the award they received. 
Many thanks to Pinto, Ted, Barry, 
and John, for your kind of music. 


Hilda and Dennis Harttree 
49 Manor Road 

Long Stratton 

Nr NORWICH 


Dear Editors 


Re. the photo’ in the Anglia report 
(May issue CMRU). I know I have 
63-year-old eyes and I know the 
picture isn’t all that clear, but if this 
is the Yellowstone Picnic Band, 
they've changed a lot since I last 
saw them at the Tumblin’ Shack 
CMC, Dunsville, Doncaster, on 


the first time I’ve seen him without 
his Paddington Bear suit, and how 
John Dunsterville has grown. 
Maybe it’s an old photo’ — before 
John joined them — or maybe it’s 
just my poor old eyes playing tricks. 
I'd be interested to know which. 


Yours in fun 


Ron Severn 
79 Dale Close 
Langwith 
MANSFIELD 


PS: I can still see well enough to 
read the print off every page of your 
wonderful paper. Cheers! 


Eds: Nick's the one on the right Ron, but we 
have to admit it's an old pic, but it's amazing 

how hard it is to get bands to send us up-to- 
date copies following line-up changes. 


Dear Editors 


As a country music club supporter 
of some five years, I would like to 
add my opinion (and no doubt 
echo that of others) on the live 

C & W scene in Britain today. 


First of all, | would like to say that I 
got my real introduction and 
appreciation of country music 
because of our own local bands, 
and have come to admire and 
respect many of them for their 
genuineness and hard work in 
giving so much to the British 
music scene, and also for being 
responsible for my initial interest 
becoming a commitment. So, 
generally speaking, whilst I can 
appreciate a band for their musical 
skills and professionalism to an 
extent (not being an expert on the 
matter), the bands that establish 
themselves are the good ones that 
also have that special rapport with 
the public. Regulars identify with 
certain personalities, and I find I 
have to like a band as ‘people’ 
before I come back again and 
again to see them. Unfortunately, 
bands and promoters do not 
always get who they want through 
no fault of their own. 


It is true that a problem exists 
regarding the booking of top-class 
bands that are new to a club, but 
again I will repeat that even in this 
respect some regulars, like myself, 
don’t usually get who they ask for 
despite repeated requests and 
support in the very way in which 
the promoter asks! 


Finally, I attended Wembley this 
Easter for the second time and it 
was interesting to note ;that the 
only act (on the day of my 
attendance) to get more than one 
encore, was, significantly, 
Colorado. 


Yours sincerely 
Christine Imrie 

5 Cranmore Road 
WOLVERHAMPTON 
West Midlands 


PS: Keep up the good work and 
keep it British where you can. 


Dear Editors 


We are getting more than a little 
perturbed at the criticism of Wally 
Whyton and ‘Country Club’ in your 
recent issues. 


Wally and his ‘Country Club’ team 
do a great job, they do have to 
cater for all tastes after all, we do 
not like all the records played, but 
listen to them with great interest. 
We would not miss ‘Country Club’ 
for anything and just wish it were 
longer. 
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Dear Eds 


1am writing to you in the hope that 
if you publish this, our experiences 
at the Swansea CMC, may 
encourage other struggling clubs. 


About a year ago, due toa 
diminishing following, we were at 
the point where closing our club 
seemed inevitable — our funds 
were down to the magnificent sum 
of 60p! 


Due to the determination of approx 
20 ‘hardcore’ followers, we have 

managed not only to save our club, 
but we are now ina sound financial 
situation and are able to keep ‘live 
country music’ going in Swansea. 


First of all we moved to new 
premises. There, Lindsay, host of 
the Imperial Hotel, Neath Road, 
Plasmarl, Swansea, himself a 
country music fan, has made us 
very welcome and also makes 
small cash donations to our funds. 
Members have ail rallied round, 
donating raffle prizes, making 
advertising posters, producing a 
monthly newsletter (typed and 
photocopied), selling ‘Spot The 
Ball’ tickets at their place of work 
etc. The local country bands have 
also played for the smallest 
possible fees (sometimes free). 


lam happy to say they now play to 
Capacity audiences and we have 
quite a large membership. 


We are now in a position to repay 
those local groups who helped us 
in our ‘hour of need’: namely, 
Empty Pockets, Country Line 
Special, H & H Syndicate, and 
others, by offering them regular 
bookings, as well as taking 
bookings from artistes further 
afield. 


Our difficulties seemed to draw 
everyone closer together, and the 
result is a very friendly and happy 
club. (Incidently, ‘Bring a friend to 
country’ is practically a catch- 
phrase in Swansea.) 


Your excellent area reporter Frank 
Power often enjoys a Wednesday 
evening at our club and we have 
some very good reviews (thanks 
Frank!). 


In conclusion, | would say to other 
struggling clubs, keep fighting for 
your ‘live country’, the result is 
worth all the hard work. 


Yours sincerely 


T Colfer 

72 Caernarvon Way 
Winch Wen 
SWANSEA 


Eds: Congrats on all your efforts Mr 
Colfer. You have won our letter of the 
month single, and we also enclose a 
couple of albums to put in the club 
raffle. Well done to all concerned at 
Swansea CMC. 


Now for moan no. 2. 

Please can we have our bluegrass 
section back, we really did enjoy 
reading the ‘Front Porch Pickers’. 


The Joe Val concert at the Cecil 
Sharp House (26 March) was 
superb. Joe and the New England 
Grass Boys were at their best, their 
re-addition of ‘Blackjack’ was out 
of this world, and we may add, Joe 
was a true gent, he took the trouble 
to shake everybodys hand as they 
went home and thank them for 
coming. 
Yours sincerely 
Sylvia and Don Croft 
12 Stamshaw Road 
PORTSMOUTH 


KEEP letters short. 


Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


LETTER OF 
THE MONTH 
PRIZE 


Each month now we 
Shall be sending a new 
country single to the 
letter which the Editors 
consider to be the most 
interesting reading for 
whatever reason. 


It can be funny, 
sad, irate, 
complimentary, 
or anything else. 


If you need a reply send 
a SAE to the Editors, 
‘Country Music Round 
Up’, Belgrave House, 
32 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Lincoln, LN6 OON 


Ifan 
advertisement 
is wrong 
were here to 
put it right. 


If you see an advertisement 
in the press, in print, on 
posters or in the cinema 
which you find unacceptable, 
write to us at the address 


below. 


The Advertising ¥ 
Standards Authority. 
ASA Ltd, Dept3 


Brook House, Torrington Place, 
London WC1IE7HN 


FOR ALL YOUR Counrey 


MUSIC’ 
NEWS @ 
REVIEWS @ 
FEATURES @ 
COMMENTS @ 
RECORDS © 


YOU NEED 


COUNTRY 
PAUSIC teves ur 
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Dear Editors 


After reading Mick Green’s 
comments in your April edition, I 
feel I must defend our local radio 
shows. 


All three programmes are really 
good. Stan Laundon presents 
‘Country Time’ on Radio 
Cleveland, Brian Clough presents 
‘Country Jamboree’ on Radio 
Metro, and Peter John Bergg 
presents ‘Country Tracks’ on 
Radio Tees. All play every possible 
kind of country music. . . from 
bluegrass to the current American 
hits. They all give plenty of club 
news, play requests, hold 
competitions and have interviews 
with the stars. 


Peter John Bergg’s programme 
was taken off the air in January, 
but so many people complained it 
came back in April with an extra 
hour, which just goes to show what 
you can achieve if you try. 


Yours with thanks 


Ivon Evans 

14 Raby Street 
Millfield 
SUNDERLAND 
Tyne & Wear 
SR4 7EH 


Country Music 
Round Up 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Poster 
Photos 


Clubs 

20 for ONLY £3.00 
plus £1.00 p&p, 

you retail at 25p each 


Size: 300mm x 400mm 
A — Boxcar Willie 

B — Don Williams 

C — Jimmy C Newman 


Please state the number of 
each required. 


Send cheque/PO to 
Country Music Round Up 
(Poster Offer). 
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Dear Ed 


This letter should be filed under 
‘informative’ not ‘bellyache’. As a 
touring ‘guitarist’ with a country 
band I have an interest in the 
possibility of future gigs! But, 
travelling abroad: notably 
Germany, Switzerland, Holland 
and UK-based (USA Airbases), I 
couldn’t help noticing that they are 
years ahead! i.e. they play all the 
‘current’ USA country music 
records eg. Hank Williams Jnr, 
Eddie Rabbit and Ricky Skaggs to 
name a few! They also ask us to 
perform them as well! 


As musicians we also are aware of 
the music, but in the UK notably 
the south, they think it’s rock ‘n’ 
roll and do not repond to it. Mind 
you, having said that, the North 
East of England is slightly more 
‘with it’. We’ve started a set with 
Eddie Rabbits ‘Drivin’ My Life 
Away’ and got a good cheer. 


But my worry is that if current 
trends in the UK continue e.g. club 
members and promoters keep 
demanding Johnny Cash, Jim 
Reeves etc and refusing to 
acknowledge ‘current’ country 
music trends, what are we all going 
to do when existing ‘club members’ 
become too old to be interested, 
because ‘younger’ people won’t be 
joining C & W clubs? All the time 
we’re performing songs by artistes 
and writers that (with respect) died 
before they were born! 


Now pause a moment and think! 
How many under twenties have you 
got on your membership list? So 
come on country disco’s invest ina 
starter pack of three LP’s and play 
them (Eddie Rabbit, Hank 
Williams Jnr, Ricky Skaggs). 
Those who attend Millbrook 
School in Southampton have Sid’s 
Country Disco and he’s very ‘with 
it’. They are lucky! Most of us are 
bored to tears with Crystal Wotsits 
and the like. 


dust think how many bands have 
broken up or reduced personnel, it’s 
only because ‘clubs’ are not getting 
support and cannot afford to pay 
groups anything worthwhile. They 
rely on musicians being dedicated 
enough to travel to the gigs, earn 
their tag and beer money and then 
travel home, sometimes hundreds 
of miles during the night to get 
home at 3/4 o'clock in the morning. 


If| was a musician to make money | 
would have been bankrupt in 
January 1966 and I only started 
playing in December 1965! It’s a 
hard job trying to make country 
music a hit in the UK! It doesn’t 
help that music papers and radio 
stations also ditch it in favour of Boy 
George and others. 


So come on y'all, get with it! 


Dave Taylor 

Country music supporter 
Dartford 

Kent 


PS: Don't snigger at this! Let’s 
read your views next month. 


Dear Editor 


I note with great interest Brian 
Bullock’s letter regarding the 
British country music scene. 
Unfortunately I feel that his view 
on what is good for country music 
is completely wrong. No sir, we 
country fans do not want rock and 
roll, we want good ol’ country 
music, western swing and 
bluegrass. 


So the audience may be middle 
age and over, so what, at least note 


they are regular and reliable. 
Youngsters, as we all know, are 
fickle and always support the latest 
‘in place’. Yes it is hard out there 
on the circuits, and the odd club 
does fold, but so do the rock joints. 


Good well run clubs with good pure 
country acts like Tony Goodacre, 
Keith Manifold, Jenny Speller, 
Shalako, Misty Mountain etc, etc 
will always pay. Might I suggest 
that Brian Bullock, and anyone 
else who holds his view, just take in 
the End of the Trail club run by Wilf 
Saunders at Worcester. They will 
soon find out that the British 
country music scene has far from 
collapsed. Keep it right, keep it 
country. 


Thanks for a good (country) paper. 
Yours sincerely 


Geoff Brett 

6 Haybridge Avenue 
Hagley 

Nr STOURBRIDGE 
West Midlands 

DY8 2XG 


Dear Editor 


I suppose that we’ll soon be reading 
the Wembley review in the June 
issue of CMRU, but, however rosy 
the reviewer's glasses may have 
been, nothing can cloud the fact 
that it was a very disappointing 
line-up this year, and made us 
wonder why we’d paid £50 each to 
go to all three concerts! 


I did enjoy some acts but found at 
least 40% to be rather boring. That 
included the notorious Osmonds. I 
was hoping they'd perform some 
country material but they didn’t. 
Nor did I find them entertaining — 
their teenage fans’ hysterical antics 
were far more amusing. But the 
other non-country act, Ray 
Stevens, was talented and 
entertaining. However, I feel that 
Mervyn Conn has upset a lot of 
staunch country and western fans 
by booking these two acts and he’s 
going to have to offer something 
very much better for Wembley '85. I 
don’t feel like booking for all three 
days next year for such mediocre 
fare and will have to be more 
selective choosing two or maybe 
only one day. 


Slim Whitman is no longer a top act 
and although Glen Campbell is, 
he’s not really a country act. 
Emmylou Harris was the only 
country star there this year and she 
lived up to expectations. Even if 
Mervyn Conn does manage to get 
the great George Jones over for 
Wembley ’85, he’ll need more than 
that to entice the fans, especially 
after this year. 


| am not looking forward to the TV 
coverage of Wembley this year as 
I'll have to defend myself against 
caustic comments from friends who 
can’t understand why I part with 
large sums of money every year to 
suffer ‘such rubbish’ (as they call 
it). I’m beginning to feel the same 
way myself and have even begun to 
wonder if perhaps I should transfer 
my allegiance to my fave pop group 
Culture Club, and also to my best 
heavy metal group AC/DC. Atleast 
you get your money’s worth there! 


So, come on, Mervyn — you've got 
the sponsorship from Silk Cut; a 
three-year contract with BBC 

TV — now all you need is an 
audience!!! Please try and do better 
next year and we'll be there! 


Yours sincerely 


Diana Richardson 
14 Poplar Close 
HUNTINGDON 
Cambs 

PE18 7BP 


Dear Editors 


Glen Campbell was advertised by 
the Appollo Leisure Organisation, 
and Mervyn Conn, to appear at the 
Oxford Appollo on 1 May. 

I immediately booked tickets by 
telephone at £12.50 each and 
charged £25.25 (25p postage?). 
The day before the concert I 
received a letter saying the concert 
was cancelled due to Campbell not 
having a work permit!!! 


This made me re-read Pat Derry’s 
letter to you in the May issue of your 
excellent newspaper, whereupon 
this incident substantiates his 
claim. 


How on earth can an organisation 
as large as Appollo advertise an 
artiste to appear who needs a work 
permit without checking that he 
has one? I know it is the promoters 
responsibility, and surely such an 
item is on even the smallest 
promoters basic check list. But 
doesn’t everyone know of the 
Mervyn Conn Promotions sorry 
reputation of advertising artistes to 
appear who often don’t because ofa 
similar cock-up within that 
organisation? 


I feel sorry for the hundreds who 
had bought their tickets personally 
from the Box Office because 
nobody told them about the 
cancellation. 


Yours faithfully 


B L Ffrance-Aiston 
14 Andersons Close 
Kidlington 
OXFORD 


@ David Broadhurst, Radio Whiston 


Dear Editor 


I should be pleased if you would 
consider including some details of 
our country music service. 


Our hospital radio service has 
been in operation for some seven 
years and on August of 1983 we 
launched a two channel service. 
Channel 1, which broadcasts the 
main stream service 112 hours per 
week, has been supplemented by 
our Channel 3 service which is 
dedicated to specialized music 
features, live sporting 
commentaries as well as local 
church and the banner of Channel 
3 that ‘Whiston Goes Country’ 
takes to the air every Saturday 
morning between 11 and 12 noon. I 
myself produce and present the 
programme and have done so 
since its conception in August 


1983. 


My first involvement with country 
music came some years ago when | 
used to visit our local Country 
Music Club to record the shows for 
our early country programmes. I 
went along soley for the fact that I 
enjoyed location recording but I 


soon found myself being impressed 
by the performances of Boxcar 
Willie, Dick Damron, Poacher to 
mention just a few, who, in those 
days were not the household names 
they are today. 


I can’t call myself an aficionado of 
country music, to be quite honest I 
don’t have a great knowledge of the 
country scene, therefore I find the 
information in your publication 
invaluable in preparing material for 
our broadcasts to patients within 
our four hospital networkon 
Merseyside. 


I feel that an inclusion in your 
excellent publication would help 
stimulate the interest of local 
artistes and country fans to take 
part on or submit material for, 
future broadcasts. 


Yours faithfully 

David Broadhurst 

10 Alness Drive 

RAINHILL 

Merseyside 

Eds: OK local acts lets have some support for 
David and the excellent service he helps to 
provide along with hundreds of other 
dedicated Hospital Radio broadcasters. 


Dear Editor 


I am writing as secretary of the 
North West Country Music Charity 
Festival Committee to let you know 
that the Great Northern Country 
Music Week-end has been 
cancelled by Pontins, and not the 
Northwest Country Music Festival 
Committee. I would like, if it is 
possible, to let your readers know 
that the Southport Country Music 
Festival for 23 September and the 
Country Music Festival at Pontins 
in Ainsdale on 18 November are 
still on. 


Thank you. 
(Help country music help charity) 


John W Brookfield 
128 Bedford Road 
SOUTHPORT 


®eceen 
Dear Editors 


Re. David Royle, Manchester, 
April 


Welcome to festivals, concerts, etc. 
You will have noticed, after you 
have taken your eyes off the 
stetsons, jeans and Doc Holidays, 
that 90% of the artistes giving you 
so much pleasure are British. 


David, you will have trouble 
obtaining the correct gear; 
however, first get on your bike — 
you will need it. Pay a visit to the 
record shops in Manchester and 
ask for the correct 

attire . . . British records: Little 
Ginny, Tammy Cline, Kenny 
Johnson etc. Having bought the 
entire stock of home artistes you 
will notice how little your capital 
has decreased! 


Carry on David, the secondary 
attire, boots, hats, etc. are very 
easy to obtain. 


Yours 


Jim Norton 

59 Thangwall Lane 
LIVERPOOL 14 
L147PA 


PS: Welcome back Mick Green — 
your articles are full of pep. 


MORE 


LETTERS 
NEXT MONTH 


Dear Eds 


Re the remarks made in the May 
issue of CMRU regarding country 
music on British TV. 


I wonder exactly who is to blame? 
It’s maybe easy to say the TV 
companies don’t want to know, but I 
believe there is another side to the 
story. Let me explain. 


I belong to the ‘Faron Young 
International Fan Club’ and way 
back in September 1982 I received 
a ‘press release’ from Faron's 
Nashville office giving details of a 
TV special entitled ‘Jerry Reed and 
Special Friends’. It sounded a 
fantastic show with artistes listed as 
follows, Jerry Reed, Faron Young, 
Statler Brothers, Burt Reynolds etc, 
etc, also Jimmy Dean and Louise 
Mandrell, with promised highlights 
of scenes shot on Hickory Lake. 


Full of excitement I wrote to London 
Weekend Television telling them 
about the show and expressing my 
wish that they could try to put it on 
our screens. 


I received a charming letter in reply 
(from Margaret Walker — 
manager, film services) on behalf of 
the Programme Controller Warren 
Breach. They sounded most 
interested in finding out details of 
the programme. They promised 
that if they could obtain the rights, 
at areasonable cost, they would like 
to transmit it on London Weekend 
Television. 


| sent them a copy of the Press 
Release from Billy Deatons office 
and they started making their 
enquiries. 


In November, having heard nothing 
further from London Weekend 
Television, | wrote again. 


Margaret Walker quickly and 
kindly replied to my letter. She said 
they had tried — quote ‘our reqular 
American programme outlets’ and 
had not been able to find out if the 
programme was available for TV in 
the UK. 


She asked me — as the Great 
Britain representative for Faron’s 
fan club to write on her behalf to 
Billy Deaton and ask him to find out 
how the programme could be 
obtained for British country music 
fans. I did, and nothing!! 


Who's to blame? The London 
Weekend Televison studios tried. | 
tried. | wonder if the American 
agents are really that concerned 
about getting their artistes seen on 
our screens? 


I even wrote to the Kruger 
Organisation having received 
kindness and help from them over 
several country enquiries in the 
past. They know of my admiration 
for Faron and replied that they 
would be most interested to know if 
I was successful in my attempts. 


If the artistes could be seen in 
‘good’ shows on our TV screens, 
(and shown at a reasonable hour!) 
the public interest would be 
increased and maybe more 
promoters would take the ‘risk’ of 
bringing over more of the Nashville 
singers. One thing would lead to 
another and everyone would gain! 


Worth printing? Hope so!! I'll send 
a copy to Billy Deaton and wait for 
his reaction! 


Keep up the good work. 
Best wishes 

Jean Earle 

162 The Glade 

Shirley 

CROYDON 

Surrey 
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* ANSWERED BY 


PETE SMITH... 
AND FRIENDS 


@ DOUBLE BASS! Jacob Mayor, bass player of Joe Sun’s Solar System and Dick, 
bass player for Roger Humphries. 


@ Albert Lee's son, Emmylou's daughter with CMRU’s Marcia Hunter who 
believes in getting her interviews early. Pic: Jim Silverthorn 


BRITAIN’S TOP NIGHT SPOT 
TEL: DEEPCUT 836464/835939 


akeside country clus 


WHARF ROAD, FRIMLEY GREEN, Nr CAMBERLEY 


SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 


BILLIE JO SPEARS 


PLUS SUPPORTING ACT 


Tickets £13.50 inc 3-course diner and coffee 
BILLIE JO SPEARS BOOKING FORM 


‘TALENT SPOTTING’ 


@ Promoter Micky Hayes (left) of Penny Farthing Productions 
is currently scouring Britain auditioning top country acts to be 
featured on European Television Networks as part of his 
‘Country Music Masters’ series next year. ‘Caught in the act’ 
with CMRU’s South East Regional news contributor, Sean 
Doherty, at the recent Butlins (Bognor) event. 


(Photo Mick Green) 


Mrs P Cox of Rugby wants 
to know where she can obtain 


records by Keith Manifold, Stu 
Stevens and the Hillsiders. Also the 
fan club addresses of same. 


[Al ‘Albums can be obtained 
from the respective fan 


clubs. The addresses are:— Keith 
Manifold, c/o Trenton House, 30 
Bank Road, Matlock, Derbyshire. 
Stu Stevens — c/o Sue, 44 Main 
Road, Dowsby, Nr Bourne, Lincs. 
The Hillsiders — 80 St Thomas’s 
Road, Spalding, Lincs. 


|? | Mrs M Balaam of Woodbridge 


asks where she can find the 
Dolly Parton track, ‘She Never Did Say 
So To Daddy’ and further asks if | have 
ever heard of a singer called Benny 
Martin. 


The song you refer to is 
simply called ‘To Daddy’ 


and you can find it on ‘The Great 
Dolly Parton Volume I’, though if 
you would prefer a great 
alternative version, try Emmylou 
Harris on ‘Quarter Moon In A Ten 
Cent Town’. Yes, I have heard of 
singer/songwriter/musician Benny 
Martin, a guy always associated 
with the purer strains of country 
music. Try his album ‘Tennessee 
Jubilee’ (Sonet SNTF 703). 


[2 | Peter Thorndyke of 
Peterborough asks who 


recorded ‘All| Have To Offer You ls Me’ 
with Jimmy Wakely. 


[A] The song was cut at the 
close of the forties with 


Margaret Whiting. 


John Phillips of Aberdeen 
would like to know where to 


obtain an album of indian songs 
recorded by Johnny Cash. 


The album you refer to is 
‘Bitter Tears (Ballads Of 


The American Indians)’ on CBS 
62463. You may also be interested 
in ‘Custer Died For Your Sins’ 
(Perception PLP 5) by Floyd 
Westerman, an authentic Indian. 
Both albums are pretty difficult to 
obtain but try Ryan’s Country 
Records. Tel: (0978) 841075. 


[2] Margaret Bass of Clapham 
wants to get in touch with 


Don Williams and a British band called 
the Running Kind. 


You can write to Don care of 
the Jim Halsey Co Ine, 


3225 South Norwood, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74135. For information 
about the Running Kind you could 
telephone Southampton 449265. 


@ Danny Dunleavy will be pleased 
to know we have found the answer 
to his question. It was Rod Bain, not 
Vane, who recorded ‘I’m In The 
Arms Of A Heartache’ in 1966 and 
on Emerald MD 1036. The flip side 
to this single is ‘Holding Trouble 
Again’! 


@ We are still searching fora 
recording of ‘D.I.V.0.R.C.E.’ by Lynn 
Anderson, recordings of two Guy 
Mitchell songs, ‘Let Us Be Sweethearts 
All Over Again’ and ‘The Doll With The 
Sawdust Heart’, a Buck Owens album 
entitled ‘Roll Out The Red Carpet’, a 
song containing the line ‘compared to 
Loretta Lynn I’m a city slicker’ anda 
song from the late '40's entitled ‘I'm 
The Son Of A Sailor & The Sea’s In My 
Blood’, copy of Lorne Green's ‘Green, 
Green, Green’ and that elusive 
information about Robin Lee. 


@ Two new releases are the 
Lewis Family ‘Tradition’ (Canaan 
CAS 9893), a bluegrass offering, 
and the Fisherfolk ‘Worship In 
Concert’, a live double album in 
the modern folk tradition. But first, 
the Lewis Family, the world’s 
foremost bluegrass gospel band 
comprising of Roy ‘Pop’, Roy 
Junior, Wallace, Miggie, Polly, 
Janis, Travis, and Janis’ husband 
Lewis Phillips. The family 
themselves pick guitar, banjo, 
bass, mandolin and piano, and for 
the purposes of this album, are 
joined by Hargus Robbins, Buddy 
Spicher, Charlie McCoy, Jesse 
McReynolds and Buddy Harmon. 
The tracks are a mix of dramatic, 
thought provoking songs and good 
old foot-tappers. Two songs in 
particular stand out, ‘Mama Blues’ 
and ‘To My Mansion In The Sky’. 


@ The Fisherfolk album, 
available on the Celebration label, 
number CR 1034, has twenty-one 
tracks, recorded ‘live’ in Sydney, 
Australia during 1983. The songs 
are a mix of old and contemporary 
compositions, performed ina 
noveau folk style, achieving 
admirably their purpose — to lift 
the spirit. The Fisherfolk are a 
group of singer/musicians 
comprising of Conway Barker, 


:Pete Smith is a member of 


‘THE GOSPEL SCENE 


Wiley Beveridge, Jackie Gullen, 
Richard Gullen, Kevin Hackett, 
Sandy Hardyman, Betty and 
Martha Pulkingham. This album is 
available from Celebration, 

57 Dorchester Road, Lytchett 
Minster, Poole, Dorset, BH16 6JE. 


@ And now for some of those 
albums you may have missed. All 
are still currently available. 


@ PAT BOONE: ‘Whispering 
Hope’ (Word TWE 6008). A mid 
priced twenty tracker from one of 
the smoothest voices around. 
Contains all the old favourites like 
‘Abide With Me’, ‘It ls No Secret’, 
‘How Great Thou Art’, ‘The Old 
Rugged Cross’ etc. 


@ GLEN CAMPBELL: ‘Amazing 
Grace’ (Word WST 9625). One of 
the big stars of the Silk Cut Festival 
in fine voice on this sixteen track 
compilation. The recordings are 
not new but are culled from 
possibly Glen’s best period, 1967 
to 1973. There are plenty of the old 
favourites, ‘He’s Got The Whole 
World In His Hands’, ‘I Will Never 
Pass This Way Again’, etc, running 
alongside more contemporary 
songs, ‘The Impossible Dream’, 
‘Daddy Sang Bass’, ‘Oh Happy 
Day’, etc. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC and gospel music are inextricably linked, yet so many gospel albums slip by un-noticed by the country fans. The intention of this column is 
to inform you of available gospel albums, both country and country related. Each month | shall bring you news of new albums, tours and characters, as well as 
bringing to your attention the vast amount of country albums still readily available. 


@ JOHNNY CASH: ‘A Diamond in 
The Rough’. (Word WST 9629). Big 
John has experienced many ups 
and downs in his tong career, but 
through it all he has never lost his 
faith and continues to record a 
number of gospel songs every 
year. This compilation spans 
seventeen years from 1962 to 
1979, with tunes like ‘Peace In The 
Valley’, ‘I’m Just An Old Chunk Of 
Coal’, ‘Diamonds In The Rough’ 
and ‘Far Side Banks Of The 
Jordan’. 


@ CAM FLORIA’S : 
CONTINENTALS: ‘Continental 
Country’ (Word WST 9620.) This 
particular outfit are not country 
and neither are they folk, rock, 
blues or jazz. They are all of these 
Styles and have recorded in just 
about every musical genre 
possible. This is the first attempt 
at country by the Continentals and 
very good it is too. | particularly 
enjoyed ‘God Loves The Country 
People’, ‘Sing Me A Good Ole 

- Gospel Song’ and ‘Grandpa’s 
Song’. 
@ My favourite new release is 
‘Hymns’ (Word WST 9641) by that 
beautiful Swedish/American, Evie. 
Evie Tornquist-Karlsson is by far 
my top favourite spiritual singer. 
Not only does she look and sing | 


the Association of Christian Broadcasters and Journalists. : 
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like an angel, but her delivery is so 
sincere that it causes even the 
hardest hearted to soften a little. 
Evie’s new album is a collection of 
hymns, some old favourites, some 
not so instantly recognisable, but 
all stamped with the hallmark of 
quality. The musicians are of the 
highest calibre and include Al 
Perkins, steel guitar, Dave Coy, 
bass, Hadley Hockensmith, guitar, 
Tom Kenne and Phil Kristensen, 
keyboards, and Ron Tutt, drums. 
Tracks: ‘The Old Rugged Cross’, 
‘The-Rearly Gates Will Open’, ‘All 
Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name’, 
‘A Christian Home’, ‘How Great 
Thou Art’, ‘Day By Day’, ‘In The 
Garden’, ‘Near To The Heart Of 
God’, ‘He Hideth My Soul’, ‘Give 
To The Lord’, ‘Lead Me To Calvary’ 
and ‘Doxology’. Production is by 
Evie’s husband, Pelle Karlsson. 


@ Cannan and Word product are 
generally avalable from good 
Christian book stores, or you can 
contact Word (UK) Northbridge 
Road, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 
1EH. 


@ Next month, along with the 
latest gospel news, we shall look 
at albums by Tennessee Ernie 
Ford, George Hamilton IV, Wanda 
Jackson and Slim Whitman. 
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Clive Wynes 


@ IRIS LARRATT was born Iris 
Alendal in Lloydminster, 
Saskatchewan, the youngest of a 
family of six. Like many other 
country singers her musical 
training ground was the local 
church choir, combined with the 
encouragement that she received 
from her piano playing mother. 


By the time Iris reached her teens 
she had already recorded several 
songs written for her by her 
mother. This early introduction to 
the recording industry has stood 
her in good stead in the following 


years and is reflected in the 
confident way in which she now 
handles a song. 


Turning professional, Iris toured 
Western Canada with a group 
called ‘Bitter Wind’ but the tough 
touring life style brought on an 
increasing weight problem, so she 
retired’ to Tucson Arizona to rest 
and diet. Returing to Calgary a 
year later, this now extremely 
lovely and slim blonde met and 
married bass guitar player Bob 
Larratt. 


1979 found Iris recording her first 
album for Infinity Records, ‘Iris 
Larratt’, which was later leased to 
RCA following the demise of 
Infinity. Since then Iris has made 
many TV appearances as well as 
supporting the late Marty Robbins 
on his final Canadian tour. In June 
1983 Iris represented Canada at 


the International Fan Fair in 
Nashville. Now recording for 
Acclaim Records Iris hopes to 
break still further into the 
international scene. 


ALBUMS 


Iris Larratt (RCA Records); Out Of 


My Heart (Acclaim Records) 


SINGLES 


You Can’t Make Love To A Memory 


(Infinity); Sorry Doesn't Always 


Make It Right (Infinity); She Won't 
Love You (RCA); Only Tomorrow 


Knows (Acclaim); I've Got A 


Cowboy In The Saddle (Acclaim); 


Ease My Mind (Acclaim); Don't 
Give Up On Him Now (Acclaim); 
You Thrill Me (Acclaim). 


IRIS LARRATT 
OUT OF MY HEART 
ACCLAIM CM 12005 


IN THE DARK; DON’T GIVE UP ON HIM 
NOW; YOU THRILL ME; A STEP IN THE 
RIGHT DIRECTION; | LOVE YOU SO 
MUCH IT HURTS; DON'T RUSH ME; I'LL 
BE THERE; WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT; 
EVERYTHING'S CHANGED WITH ME; 
THE WORLD BELONGS TO ME 


This lady from Canada sounds 
equally as good as she looks on 


this her second album (her first 
for Acclaim). 


Recorded in Nashville she 
utilises some of their finest 
musicians. Producer Stan 
Campbell has kept the backing 
unobtrusive, never letting it 
overpower her crystal clear 
vocals. Iris’ voice has that 
subtle sex appeal that should 
have all red blooded males 
going weak at the knees. 


The Many Faces Of Peter Mason 


Clive Wynes 


@ | FIRST became aware of the multi-talented Peter Mason back in November of 1982 
when, with his band, he appeared at Salisbury Arts Centre as a support act to 
Rattlesnake Annie. What impressed me about this likeable character was the extremely 
professional presentation from what | expected to be just another local band, this, 
combined with the easy rapport that Peter set up with the audience made me sit up and 


take notice. 


Since that first time I have caught 
a couple more performances by 
him, both with his band and as a 
solo artiste. Until recently that was 
my total knowledge of this quite 
versatile entertainer. Then I got the 
chance to sit down and talk with 
Peter over a cup of coffee, actually 
it stretched into several cups as he 
unravelled the tangled and 
extremely interesting threads of 
his career in the music industry. 


Originally from Liverpool, which 
perhaps goes some way to explain 
the varied musical influences that 
Peter assimilated from his early life 
spent in this seaport city that has 
had such a major influence and 
effect on music worldwide in 
postwar years. 


Like many before him Peter had 
worked his way through a series of 
amateur bands in his home city, 
before a spell at agricultural 
college led him to a job as trainee 
manager on a Wiltshire sheep 
farm. This future looked promising 
and things were now going well for 
him with a band from the 
Salisbury area; but fate, which 
plays such a large part in all our 
lives, appeared to turn against him 
in the form of an accident but even 
as one door closed so another 
opened. Peter tells us he 
auditioned to join the Bee Gees, 
even getting as far as recording a 
few songs with them, the best 
known of which being ‘Don't 
Forget To Remember’. Having 


turned pro to join the Bee Gees the 
future looked rosy but apparently 
Pete says: ‘Once again fate took a 
hand, Robin Gibb returned to the 
group and they went off to 
America, leaving me unemployed.’ 


This downward trend was soon to 
be reversed when Peter joined Dave 
Dee, Dozy, Beaky, Mick and Tich 
for the start of a relationship that 
has continued in various forms for 
many years, during which Dave 
Dee and Peter formed a publishing 
company, while an amicable split 
within the group left Peter with two 
of the band to form Mason. Under 
this name three singles and an 
album were recorded for Pye, 
although that album has yet to see 


With ten well chosen songs 
taken from a variety of top 
writers, the whole album 
becomes an extremely pleasant 
excursion into the realms of 
easy listening country. 


Although two singles have to- 
date been lifted from this 
album, (“You Thrill Me’ and 
‘Don’t Give Up On Him Now’) I 
don’t consider that there are 
really any earth shattering hits 


the light of day. The singles were 
released but Peter says, ‘They were 
rather too far ahead of their time.’ 
The first, ‘When Freedom Comes’ 
featured steel and the use of the 
squeeze box, while the last one 
‘Peacefully’ was a harmonious 
ballad in the style of the Eagles or 
Poco, two bands still much admired 
by Peter. 


Following a national tour when 
‘Mason’ played support to ‘Man’, 
Peter took a job at Atlantic records 
as assistant to Dave Dee, a job that 
covered a multitude of sins from re- 
organising the office to listening to 
new acts. After a year of this it was 
back to Salisbury and a slightly 
altered version of Mason, during 
which time Peter was concentrating 
more and more on his songwriting. 
Then came a musical reunion with 
Dave Dee etc to record, ‘She’s A 
Lady’ another song in which the 
steel features. 


Around ’78/'79 came a spell as 
musical tour director for Dave 
Berry as well as a continental tour 
with Peter playing support act to 
Dave. One record of which Peter 
has every reason to be proud is the 
new arrangement he wrote of the 
old Rick Nelson hit ‘Never Be 
Anyone Else But You For Me’ done 
reggae fashion with a broken bass 
line, I don’t think I can recall a 
better or more update version. 
Many good things then came in 
close succession, the formation of 
a new publishing company with 
Dave Dee and a quite successful 
spell writing with Canadian 
country singer/songwriter Mark 
Middler. 


As well as writing hit songs for P J 
Proby, Peter has also written ‘Sad 
Song’ a smash hit in America for 
ex- Meatloaf lady vocalist Ellen 
Foley. This song, which as well as 
doing a lot of good for Peter’s bank 
account, also did a’ tremendous 
amount for his self esteem. In 
between writing jingles, arranging 
and producing etc, Pete managed 
to get a hit record in Berlin with ‘Me 
And Clancy’, even though his 


contained here. It’s more an 
album of good songs, 
beautifully sung and each track 
bears hearing again and again. 
My personal favourites are ‘In 
The Dark’ written by Troy Seals 
and the bouncy ‘A Step In The 
Right Direction’. 


Acclaim Records can be found 
at 1426 Ludbrook Court, 
Mississauga, Ontario, L5J 3P4, 
Canada. 


follow up, a version of ‘Sad Song’ 
featuring steel and sax, was turned 
down by the same company that 
couldn't wait to get their hands on 
“Me And Clancy’. 


Peter Mason then recorded the old 
Theresa Brewer hit ‘Music, Music, 
Music’, but by the time the record 
company were ready to issue this 
someone else had beaten them to it 
with another version. 


All of this has more or less brought 
us to the point where I first saw him 
at Salisbury in November of ’82. 
Since then Peter and that band 
have parted company due both to 
running costs and differing artistic 
aspirations. Now Peter hopes to 
establish himself on the country 
scene, a musical direction in which 
Pete says his heart has always 
pointed, if not his music. 


With his single ready ‘Shake It’/‘A 
Dream Too Late’, Peter Mason is 
seeking an enterprising record 
company to release it. Having 
heard it I can say ‘Shake It’ is an up 
tempo number with a very 
commercial sound. The type of 
song that could so easily become a 
cross over hit in America, where 
I'm told it has already raised some 
interest. ‘A Dream Too Late’ is also 
a pleasant ballad with a good 
sound beat aimed more at the die 
hard country fan. 


Besides hoping for a hit record, 
Peter Mason would also like to put 
the experience he has gained over 
the years to use in producing and 
arranging country albums for 
other artistes. In the meantime, if 
Peter Mason should be appearing 
round your way, my advice is to go 
and see him, and ask him to 
perform some of his own songs. I 
think you'll be pleasantly 
surprised. 


I'm looking forward to seeing more 
of Peter on the country scene as his 
very professional attitude might 
rub off on some of the many British 
acts around who have the talent, 
but not the style. 


All enquiries for 


AMERICAN 
BREW 


to 
FRONTIER 


PROMOTIONS 
Thanet (0843) 821440 


THE 


\e af 
"ine aa pit Ks 
SLEND OF GOO? 


Tel: 06993-323 (Craig) 
022876-446 (Howard) 


TELEPHONE; 
02273 - 
62761 


PINTO 


THE CLIFFSONS 


; Top Country Cabaret Duo 
from Wales 


Tel: Wrexham (0978) 61653 


‘CLOVIS’ 


SAY NO MORE 


Contact: Al Cody (0633) 57086 
or Mike Storey (0484) 657054 


or: (0484) 657054 
Mike and Margaret Stcrey Agency 


Radio, T.V. and Recording Artist 


Tor Telephone: 


0533 600620 


Jim Duncan 


WEST 
MIDLANDS 


@ WEMBLEY’s gone —summer’s 
coming, our thanks to the guvnor 

and his lady for a fabulous week- 
end at Watford, see you next year? 


@ With full reports elsewhere my 
brief comments from the Sticks, 
does M.C. really need some of the 
opening acts, can bluegrass still 
command a place in the show, the 
Stonemans died the death of the 
show, Moe Bandy was magic, 
loved Emmylou, and Albert Lee’s 
Brits were good and alive — 
somebody in the press room said it 
was the coolest hot band, he was a 
‘burk’! My stars of the Silk Cut — 
Philomena, Moe and the act that 


Anne Slack 


EAST MIDLANDS 


@ FIRST ofall may I say thanks to 
the Eds for inviting me to write the 
East Midlands review, I hope I can 
live up to it. My first official visit as 
you might say was to Cassandra’s 
at Ashbourne where I had my first 
taste of music by the Shack Band. 
Obviously trying hard to find their 
own identity, material included 
“Where Has All The Love Gone’ 
and George Jones’ ‘Book Of 
Memories’, another nice inclusion 
was a Steve Young number and! 
thought the credits paid to Steve 
well deserved. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the band and feel sure they 
will come to be recognised in their 
own right although that spectre of 
‘Mustang’ will I’m sure continue to 
haunt Phil for a long time. 


brought youth back into country, 
The Osmonds, tight, punchy and 
very slick, hated the ‘look what we 
can do bit’ though. Loved 
watching some of the faces in the 
crowd, each one was either ‘I love 
classical country and this ain’t it’ 
or ‘this act is going places in 
country’. 


@ Back home again to catch two 
touring Stateside acts — Wesley 
Parker proving that next year 
everybody is going to want to book 
him, thought he has a great 
charisma in doing good country 
numbers, heard ‘Rusty Waines’ 
about his grandad. He played 
Johnny Meiers ‘Hen and Chickens’ 
as a honky tonk, a few ballads and 
lots of country rock. 


@ Incomplete contrast I went to 
the Hollybush to see Randy Wade 
play with West Virginia and lose. 
West Virginia, firm favourites at the 
‘Bush’ were on form and most of 
the crowd had come to see them. 
After opening they came back to 
introduce Randy, his vocals were 
completely overshadowed which 
was a shame as Randy is a 


pleasant lad who really wants to 


@ Always seeking new talent I 
dragged my better half away from 
his trucks and headed up the 
motorway to Cades County, 
Shireoaks, very pleased to find a 
near capacity audience, but I 
sincerely hope the standard of 
entertainment provided by Bill 
Bridger & Dead Dog (or 
something like that) will not put 
anyone off attending the club 
again. Sorry lads, but if you have 
day jobs don’t give them up. If not, 
then can I suggest a lot more 
practice is needed before inflicting 
yourselves on paying customers in 
a ‘listening’ CMC. It seemed to me 
that the bass player and drummer 
had difficulty staying in time with 
each other and when the lead 
singer starts a song unaccom- 
panied and has unscheduled 
changes in both pitch and tempo in 
the first few bars it is hardly 
surprising when the lead guitarist 
comes in in the wrong key. 


@ Caught up with outlaw duo 
Whiskery Dick at the Golden West, 
Fenton, thanks for the warm 
reception from Roger Cook, nice 
friendly atmosphere at the club and 
I understand things are picking up 
after a hard winter. Not surprising 


succeed on the UK circuit. He went 
on to the Lazyacre on the Monday, 
where he came over clearer toa 
crowd half of which were battle 
scarred from their charity parachute 
jump with Hamilton’s Power. 


@ Covered a four date tour with 
Scotlands Ohio just for the 
experience of a road band. Starting 
at the Ashwood was easy, going on 
to the Double M, Wimblebury, was 
OK, and what a night it was, 
perhaps the best of the four dates 
with so much light and shade in the 
sets — similar to driving over a 
Zebra crossing. Some good little 
comedy throw-aways. John 
Hollingshead was very enthusiastic 
about the lads. Sunday was more 
laid back at Barry Preece’s 
Cadbury’s CMC. Some people even 
ballroom danced to the music of 
DAC and Hank Jnr. Finished the 
marathon on Monday at Pete 
Dovey’s Red Lion in Brum where 
the response by the crowd was the 
same as the previous Fridays lot. 
All the venues wanted them back 
again. Next time south, if you like 
your music ’80’s style with just a 
dash of the classic catch them if 
vou can. Liked the new number: Lee 


to see a good house for an act that 
have a great ‘feel’ for their music 
and it shows in their performance. 
An artiste needs to believe in what 
he’s doing and these lads really do, 
featuring music by Hank Jnr, Steve 
Young, Wendel Adkins, D.A.C. etc, 
my own personal favourite being 
‘Missing The Kid’. Having 


Greenwood's ‘Wind Beneath My 
Wings’. 


@ A band from Walsall played a 
date in Birmingham only twenty 
miles away. The band from Walsall 
was paid £90, the club in Brum was 
charged £130 I’m told. The 
difference was agents fees for cross- 
booking, somebody is getting it 
wrong perhaps, or do agents 
perform as well? 


NEWS OF THE CLUBS 


@ New ones at The Beeches, Great 
Ball by Ray Scott. In with another 
Pete Dovey at The Sportsman, 
Greet. Geoff Smith has opened up 
at The Plough, Ledbury and OI Wilf 
Spellar at The Hatherley in Glos. 


@ Not all good news: The Ghost 
Riders gave it up at the Builder’s 
Arms and Cotton Gin and 
Saddletramps are no longer in 
residence at their venues. 


The Western Club, the R-B, have 

started at The Broadway, Norton, 
and the Ellesmere Comrades still 
do it country style. 


@ [ have found out where he’s 
been, down in Bristol, but now back 


promoted the superb D.A.C./Steve 
Young concert at Mansfield 
(despite adverse criticism at some 
other venues) listening to Whiskery 
Dick takes me right back there with 
them if only for a few minutes, 
magic! 


@ Visiting the south of ‘the patch’, I 
caught up with the touring US 
artiste Kay Adams & the West 
Texas Session Band (has Yorkshire 
been twinned with Texas?) at the 
Leicester CMC. Although an 
adequate performer | felt Kay 
suffered through having to carry on 
where Mary Miller had left off using 
the same backing musicians 
thereby giving rise to inevitable 
comparison. Obviously the girls are 
good friends and, for Kay to have 
been memorable would have 
necessitated some humiliation, 
however unintentional, for Mary. 
Kay comes with a good pedigree 
having played with the ‘Buck 
Owens Show’ and has had 
stateside success with her novelty 
female trucker track ‘Gal In The 
Little Pink Mac’. I would like to see 
her again sometime. 


@ Attheend ofthe month | arrived 
at the Renegades CMC, 
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on the Midland circuit with Peter 
Morrell and the Severn Valley 
Sound, is that old steel master 
Maurice Hipkiss still as effective as 
ever with the Severn six-piece 
sound. 


@ It seems steelies move around, 
Adam Glear now plays regularly 
with Bakersfield, giving it a much 
fuller sound. 


@ Get well soon messages have 
been flooding in to Coventry-based 
Sydewinders lead guitarist, Mick 
Richus who had a bit of ticker 
stoppage after bumping the gear on 
stage one night. Rather than pad 
the band with a session man, Roy 
says ring him if you have any 
queries about their dates. 
Sydewinder have been on the 
circuit about seven-eight years, 
now with only one personnel 
change. One of the good solid 
country bands that work the 
Midlands. 


@ ‘Phone (0952) 583672 or 1242p 
stamps get you to 148 Warrensway, 
Woodside, TELFORD, TF7 5QF. 
Don’t get caught or killed. 


Wirksworth to find a rather 
subdued Mick and Pam after being 
told during the afternoon of their 
show that the band due to perform 
that night couldn't appear owing to 
the lead singer going down witha 
throat infection. After several 
*phone calls trying to replace the 
band it was agreed that Keith 
Shepherd should be brought in to 
front West Coast for the night and 
although it was not the West Coast 
that we all know they did extremely 
well considering that the show was 
a first rehearsal. The band are to be 
rebooked later in the year, hope 
everyone goes back to see the 
original article. Completing the 
show were the fabulous Duffy Bros, 
I'd almost forgotton how funny Ray 
& Leo are, their line of comedy 
never fails to entertain, with split 
second timing they had the 
audience in uproar. 


@ If! haven't caught you this 
month maybe it’s your turn next, 
shall be attending Edale & Matlock 
Bath Festivals this month — hope 
to see you there. Meantime, East 
Midland report news and views to 
Service Station, Alderwasley, 
Derby, or phone Ambergate 3168. 


lan Whitelaw 


TYNE & WEAR 


@ KEN & Billie Ford opened the 
month’s events at the Iona Club, 
Hebburn, with the announcement 
that they had recently gained two 
silvers. The first being their Silver 
Wedding, the second twenty-five 
years in showbiz. This popular duo 
have many friends here in the 
north east, and it’s nice to read 
good write ups from other areas 
wherever they appear. Their lona 
appearance proved to be of the 
usual high calibre, over the years 
they have given us a lot of 
pleasure. Definitely still one of my 
favourite duos. 


@ Just when I was wondering 
what had happened to Bob 


Allison, I received a letter from the 
Delta CMC, Marsden Inn, to tell 
me Bob had appeared at short 
notice, replacing Mike Scott 
Tracy’s enforced absence through 
illness. Apparently Bob turned in 
his usual high standard 
performance, and I can’t help but 
agree with Chris Mitcheson’s 
assessment, ‘Probably the most 
under-rated artiste in the area.’ 
Good reports from the same 
source on Tony Goodacre. I’m told 
local band Southern Comfort also 
were well received. 


@ The Border CMC had Manson 
Grant and the Dynamoes 
supported by Welsh duo Iona and 
Andy for which the club had 
another sell out. Both artistes were 
given tremendous applause at the 
end of the evening. The club 
appears to have maintained, if not 
increased its popularity since it 
moved venues! 


@ Clint’s Collection answered my 
recent criticism in no uncertain 
manner by giving one of the best 
shows I have seen or heard from 
this talented group of musicians. It 
was all there: the basic rhythm of 


drum, and bass guitar highlighting 
the harmonic passages between 
pedal steel and lead guitar, some 
new material, and Ray ‘Clint’ 
Thornton himself in fine voice. | am 
the first to acknowledge that the 
music the band favours calls for a 
certain amount of attack and 
controlled aggression, and I 
suppose, following my previous 
remarks, there is a slight danger 
that the band may have gone too 
far in the opposite direction and 
played it too quietly, until they do 
this will be well good enough for 
me. 


@ [had been hearing a lot of varied 
reports on Campbell’s Country 
recently, not all of them good I 
might add, so I didn’t know quite 
what to expect at the Saddledown 
CMC, Whitley Bay, when I went 
along to see them. I suppose one 
can almost hear my swift intake of 
breath whenever I see a keyboard 
being set up by a country band, so 
that didn’t look a too promising 
start. Ihave, however, had my fears 
proved groundless on occasions in 
the past, and this proved to be 
another. I was very impressed with 
the band, who appear to be 


following the new line of presenting 
a self-contained show, rather than 
just playing country music. Very 
impressive. I was again able to 
check my initial reaction when the 
band supported Tammy Jones at 
the Neon Club, Jarrow, and was 
given no reason to change my view. 
I was also favourably impressed by 
Ms Jones’ performance, I have 
never been one to decry any artiste 
for ‘jumping on the country 
bandwagon’ partly because of the 
non-existence of such a vehicle, but 
mostly because there isn’t enough 
new blood, for whatever reason, 
coming into our venues. Tammy 
Jones has one of those 
uncomplicated voices which are so 
well suited to country ballads, and 
this, allied to the instinctive Welsh 
ability to hit and sustain her notes 
with the clarity of a finely tuned bell 
for me make her a welcome 
addition to the scene. 


®@ Carlisle-based Borderline are 
another band making a good name 
for themselves, particularly here in 
the North, and in Scotland. They 
certainly showed they have a lot 
going for them at their Gunfighter 
Club and Stella Maris shows. I’ve 


spent days agonising whether their 
lead vocals might be a weakness, 
only to come to the conclusion that 
they suffer only in comparison with 
their overall fine vocal harmonies. 
One small fault is that their 
harmonies tend to carry a bass/ 
baritone bias which does produce a 
drone effect, but there should be no 
problem in compensating this 
tendency. As I said earlier a lot 
going for the, musicianship, a 
genuine interest in the music, some 
excellent material, and being 
young, the most priceless asset of 
all-time. 


@ Kelvin Henderson made one of 
his all too rare visits to Tyneside 
with an apperance at the Grey Hen, 
South Shields. As a bonus Kelvin 
had invited along Jim Hornsby, ex- 
Tammy Cline’s Southern Comfort 
all lead guitarist as his guest. Super 
picking from Jim and Kelvin easing 
his way into some of his vast 
repertoire of songs made this 
particular show something really 
special. 


@ . Keep those letters coming to 66 St 
Oswalds Road, HEBBURN, Tyne and 
Wear, NE31 1HX. See you around. 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
(weekly) 

The Hollybush, Penn Road, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. WestMids 
3 Silver City: 10 Shiloh: 17 Keith 
Manifold plus Sylv-A-Dollar; 24 Rio 
Grande 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
RANGERS CWC (weekly) 

Hilton Social Club, Cannock Road, 
Featherstone, 

Nr WOLVERHAMPTON 

1 Split River; 8 Bromford County; 

15 Shades of Silver; 22 Tulsa; 29 Saddle 
Tramp 


EL PASO CITY CMC (weekly) 
The Spital, Spital Lane, 
CHESTERFIELD 

4 Neil Rogers; 11 Broken Wheel: 
18 Ricki Sylva: 25 Keith Manifold 


CONS COUNTRY (weekly) 

Kings Road, IMMINGHAM 

2 June Jeannie and Steppinstone; 

9 Breaker One-Nine and Del Richards 
Duo; 16 Rogue Band; 23 Southern Pride; 
30 Cuttin’ Loose 


LEICESTER CMC (weekly) 

The Braunstone, Narborough Road, 
LEICESTER 

16 Jon Derek and New Country Fever; 
13 Hickory Lake; 20 lona and Andy; 

27 Campbell's Country 


RETFORD CMC (weekly) 
Newcastle Arms, Bridgegate, 
RETFORD, Notts 

1 Steve Shannon; 8 Jefferson County; 
15 Paul Hayes; 22 Hudson Klein Corral; 
29 Tony Dallas and Kathy 


COUNTRYMAN CMC (weekly) 
Newtown, Nr Longnor, BUXTON, 
Derbys 

2 Jon Derek and Country Fever, Norman 
Stewart; 9 Dark Hollow, Paul Hayes; 

16 Jeannie Dee Trio, Stu Page & T C; 
23 Spill the Beans, Graham Broughton; 
30 Country Spirit, J R Taylor Duo 


CADES COUNTY CMC (weekly) 
Shireoaks M W, Shireoaks, 

Nr WORKSOP, Notts 

1 Shotgun; 8 John Taylor; 15 Jeannie & 
Steppinstone; 22 Borderline Country 
Band; 29 Sweetwater Creek 


ROCKY-TOP CMC (weekly) 
Brimington Tavern, Manor Road, 
Brimington, CHESTERFIELD 

2 Family Mac; 9 Bob Newman & Carole 
Gordon; 16 Tammy Cline and Southern 
Comfort (Ticket Show); 23 TBA; 

30 Dallas Family ‘A rare appearance as 
a trio’. 


BURNABY STREET WMC 
(weekly) 

Burnaby Street, SHEFFIELD 6 

2 Big Tom and Colorado; 9 Bev Williams 
and Midnight Flyer; 10 Dave Bryan Trio; 
16 Ann & Ray Brett Trio; 17 Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried; 23 Cadillacs; 
30 Borderline Band 


GOLDEN WEST (weekly) 
Carpenters Arms, Fenton, 

Nr TORKSEY, Lincs 

3 Spill the Beans, 10 John Taylor: 17BC 
& Lainey; 24 Keith Manifold 


McKINLAY GETS 
Two! 


@ THE Burnaby Street WMC CMC, 
Sheffield, 1983/84 Awards Poll 
saw Bob McKinlay steal away both 
Best Male Vocalist and Best Band 
accoloades. Best Female from 
among the forty-three acts to 
appear at the club during the past 
twelve months was Jeannie, who 
fronts Manchester-based 
Steppinstone. 
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Frank Power 


SOUTH WALES 


@ IT had been a long time since I 
saw Stu Christian, the Barry bard, 
so I trailed up to Caerphilly, and 
enjoyed a musical country evening 
with him at the Rose and Castle. 


@ Over to Wormelow’s Park Hill 
Ballroom for the first of two shows. 
Campbell’s Country, a first rate 
outfit, Coopers Country and soloist 
Jim Blaisdon. Jim sang ‘Green 
River’, a truly lovely number. 


@ The second event saw Jerry 
Arhelgar, touring out of the USA, 
backed by Barbary Coast. Support 
was Red Eye Country Band which 
include the Lee J Hardy boys. I 
liked their version of ‘If You Don’t 
Love Me’. 


DK O'Boyle 


SHADES 
OF GREEN 


SEAMUS 


Gweedore born country singer 
Seamus McGee has invested the 
sum of £2,000 in the recording of 
his new single ‘Alcapulco’. The 
song is from the movie ‘Any Which 
Way You Can’ which stars Clint 
Eastwood. Seamus heard the song 
from an old C B buddy on the 
English motorways during his last 
tour. On his return home he 
rushed into the Lombard 
Recording Studio in Dublin, and 
under producer John Ryan, the 
recording emerged, with strings 
and a strong vocal backing from 


Richard Dudgeon 


ULSTER 


DURING the Easter Holidays 
King’s Hall, Belfast, was a good 
place to be for a feast of country 
music. 


This was the second year a Silk 
Cut Festival has been held in 
Belfast and fans have been assured 
that it will be held here for the next 
three years at least. Last year there 
was problems with the sound the 
first night, this year the sound was 
perfect. 


Acts to appear were Bjoro 
Haaland (Norway), then Roly 
Daniels and Patrice (Ireland) came 
on to a great reception by the fans. 
Then bluegrass acts Jim & Jessie 


@ Arare appearance in the region 
of Phoenix, the Swansea 
smoothies. Mike, Roger, Robin 
and Billy, led by John Elias 
entertained the OK CMC audience 
with their inimitable style. The 
next show brought in old favourites 
Clovis who enjoyed themselves as 
well as pleasing the crowd with the 
quality of their performance. 
‘Everything’s A Waltz’ was my 
pick of the night. 


@ Peter Jones reports that recent 
events at the Railroad CMC, 
Martlebury, West Wales, included 
a first time visit from Ann Breen, 
(Co. Down, Northern Ireland’s 
singing star) ably supported by 
Graham Broughton of Lancashire. 
Another Co. Down artiste who is 
always a great favourite at this 
club was Joe E Hamilton with his 
band High Chapparal. Ticket 
demand was found to be more than 
the club could accommodate. 
Favourite duo Don Leather and 
Cindy, who are always much, 
enjoyed for their professionalism 
also appeared. The latest Irishman 
to visit was Shaun Michael with 
the evening concluding with 
Campbell's Country. 


Ireland’s leading session 
musicians. The song is ideal for the 
singer, and Seamus feels the 
expense was worth it to produce 
this superb production. The singer 
and his band accompanied the 
legendary country star Slim 
Whitman on Easter Monday, and 
the band were delighted with the 
reception they received from the 
loyal country fans. On 9 June 
Seamus McGee and his band 
embark on an English tour visiting 
Manchester, Birmingham, London 
and perhaps Liverpool. Certainly 
one of the best up and coming 
bands around. 


COMPOSERS INVITED 


The second Tipperary International 
Song Of Peace Contest will be 
staged in Tipperary Town from 

7 September 'til the 9th next. 
Secretary of the event Tim Ryan 
invites composers to compose a 
‘peace song’ and adds the prize 
stands at £1,500. The closing date 
for entries is 30 June, and entry fee 
is £6.00 per song. Entry forms from 
Secretary, Tipperary International 
“Song of Peace’ Contest, Tipperary 
Town. The closing date for entries 
for the 19th Castlebar International 


McReynolds. Emmylou Harris 
finished off the first half. 


Vernon Oxford opened the second 
section to be followed by Billy 
Walker, Philomena Begley and 
finishing the show offthe first night 
was Slim Whitman. Slim also 
brought his son on stage to sing a 
few songs with a couple of duets. 
Then Slim completed his part of 
the show with quite a few of his old 
hits like ‘China Doll’, ‘Rose Marie’, 
‘There’s A Rainbow In Every 
Teardrop’ and ‘Indian Lovecall’. It 
seemed as if Slim was not going to 
come off at one stage and one had 
the feeling that if he had stayed all 
night the fans would have been 
there with him. 


He finally came off about 12.30, 
winding up a fine nights 
entertainment. 


When George Hamilton IV opened 
up the second night, he introduced 
Mary McKee, Freddy Fender, John 
Greer, B J Thomas. Lynn Anderson 
closed the first half then Crawford 
Bell came on followed by Ronnie 
Robbins who was received very well 
by the fans. 


®@ Shiloh, next in line, a showband 
as opposed to a traditional country 
music outfit, must be one of the best 
bands ever to appear at this venue. 
A 100% effort from each member 
dedicated to their task. I think thein 
latest LP is superb! 


@ Split River Band, OK fans tell 
me, were well applauded, while I 
was ‘in the Smoke’, and the month 
wound up with Black Diamond 
from Swindon. I felt they were a 
little below the usual standard of 
bands at this venue. 


@ Johnny Spencer paid a return 
visit to the Fairso CMC, and offered 
to return for the next “do or die” 
show here. He was immediately 
accepted, as were the Dave Bruce 
Duo with Rev John White, who also 
appeared. Singing their way 
through their unique and unusual 
repertoire of stimulating country 
music, they appeal to true country 
hearts. 

@ An American beauty of Texan 
origin, but lately out of Nashville 
survived ten minutes with me in 
the dressing room to give the fans 
an evening to remember at the 
Bridgend Recreation Centre. 


Song Contest is 23 June. The fee is 
£10.00 for the first song and £5.00 
for each additional entry. Entry 
forms from Mrs G O’Connor, CISC, 
10 St Helens Road, Booterstown, 
Co. Dublin. The prize fund stands at 
£20,000 and will be staged from the 
Ast ’til 7th October. Over the Whit 
week-end the Ballina Song Contest 
will be staged, and in mid-June ‘A 
Song For The South’ will be held in 
Cork. 


THE CARLING 
COUNTRY CALL 


Tony Halpin, managing director of 
Beamish & Crawford who sponsor 
the 2nd Carling Country Music 
Festival, is delighted with the line- 
up of artistes appearing at the 
Opera House in Cork for the event 
over Whit week-end. The artistes 
include Joe Dolan, Susan McCann, 
Don Gibson, Bellamy Brothers, 
Bjoro Haaland, Frank Ifield, Tony 
Christie and Teresita. Plus a host of 
other groups and singers appearing 
at other venues throughout the 
City. The Opera House on this 
occasion is the right venue for this 
show, and while the names this year 
may not be so impressive as last 


Ronnie sang quite a few of his 
father’s songs and with the Marty 
Robbin’s Band behind him it was 
often hard to tell the difference. 


Ronnie was followed by our own 
Susan McCann, then Glen 
Campbell came on to wind up what 
had been two great nights of 
country music. 


George Hamilton IV did a fine job 
compering, all credit to George 


® Shame on the organisers of the 
show at the Quarterdeck, Milford 
Haven, West Wales, for not allowing 
the normal press privilege entry 
when T R Dallas Band played there 
recently. A round trip of over two 
hundred miles and up for work next 
morning! The band cheered me up 
with another of their excellent 
arrangements, and were well 
supported by soloist Ricky Sylva, 
the Nottinghamshire nomad, 
whom I hope to see again. 


@ Anevening’s chat withAG & 
Kate at the home of country boy 
Roger Padfield, then a cross town 
trip to Upstairs, Downstairs, Bute 
Street, Cardiff, to see residents 
Shindig. I returned home late and 
got up early next morning and on to 
Wembley. 


@ Since my return from Wembley 
I’ve seen at Swansea CMC Keith 
Manifold, with an outstanding 
stanza. Guesting were Phil Wallace 
and Andres, also Jolly John Elias in 
a delightful solo spot. At Presteigne 
Memorial Hall there’s been AG & 
Kate, Pinto with Wes Parker, the 
best new to the scene male 


years event, all involved feel that it 
will be a sell-out programme. 


COUNTRY ROUND UP 
BRIEF 


Only days before the magazine 
“Starmaker’ were to present their 
first ever national and international 
popularity awards concert in 
Dublin, the publication went out of 
business. A lot of the stars with 
their so called ‘Starmaker Award 
Winner’ tag were indeed very 
disappointed, specially Foster and 
Allen manager and boss of CMR 
Records Senator Donie Cassidy. A 
good start for Sandy Kelly and her 
new band as her single ‘If | Needed 
You’ (which was also issued in 
cassette form) made the national 
charts, and the lass enjoyed her 
first English tour in May. A follow- 
up single is on the way, but this time 
round it will be Sandy without the 
aid of Big Tom on vocals. 


Mayo born, but Manchester-based 
country singer Kevin Prendergast 
has an excellent new album issued 
on CMR Records entitled ‘Let’s Go 
Back To Mayo’. Kevin included 
popular songs such as “Three Pubs 


who had two very busy nights but 
still found time to sign autographs 
and talk to his many fans. 


Quite a few of the artistes told me 
they had enjoyed themselves here 
in Belfast and would like to return 
next year! 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
CAVALCADE 


A country music show aimed at 
attracting family audiences at 
venues throughout Northern 
Ireland is currently being set up with 
the backing of some of the 
provinces top country entertainers. 


The Top Line Country Music 
Cavalcade will operate ona 
Monday to Thursday night basis 
and the all star package is being 
made available to organisations 
interested in fund raising, 
organisations like football and 
cricket clubs, youth clubs, bands, 
young farmers clubs, charities, and 
church and voluntary bodies. 


Tandragee journalist Billy Kennedy 
is acting as agent for the Top Line 
Cavalcade. 


American touring artiste since 
Wendel Adkins, and also Al Boden. 
Shame about the attendance, 
especially as the show was for a 
good cause. 

Wells, Welsh Showground, where 
the guys chat the gals up in Welsh 
and block the bar. I caught up with 
Frank Ifield and Barbary Coast 
(Frank’s still going strong). Jeannie 
Denver and her band. Kelvin 
Henderson, a truly great artiste, 
Country Company with Tammy 
Jones, and Shag Connors and the 
Carrot Crunchers, with acquired 
cockerel. I still think they should be 
in the music hall or variety, but not 
in country music, but I do like their 
version of ‘My Old Country Home’. 


@ Soto my star spot — no not at 
the main arena at Wembley but 
close by at the Conference Centre. 
“When God Collects His Dues’ 
featured by the sincere singing 
voice of Aluitious Patterson, the 
drummer from Emerald, on Easter 
Monday. 


@ [| need a rest until next month. 
Signing off: Frank Power, 1 Alma 
Road, CARDIFF, CF2 5BD. Tel: 
492021. 


In Bohola’, ‘Good Old Days’ and 
‘To Susan, Philomena and Margo’ 
on this collection. Since his 
backing band disbanded Frank 
McCaffrey has been enjoying 
success as a solo singer. He has 
several major hits with the country 
folk, and now let’s hope for a solo 
release soon from the noted Mayo- 
man. 


Foster and Allen return from their 
tour of Australia and New Zealand 
on 8 June. ‘Down Under’ both 
single and album made the number 
one slots, and the duo collected a 
Silver or Gold Record for the record 
sales. BBC Radio Foyle host Pat 
Derry has signed a new recording 
deal with the new Belfast-based 
Hawk Records. Pat, the stations 
country music host, has a previous 
album now available on Homespun 
Records. 


K-Tel award Joe Dolan with a Gold 
Disc for sales of his album ‘Now 
and Then’. The label hope soon to 
record a second album with Brian 
Coll. Big Tom’s Recording Studio 
in Castleblaney has closed down, 
Big Tom being the last artiste to 
record there, when he completed 
his long awaited new album. 


Organisations who book the three 
hour shows will be provided with 
promotional posters and tickets for 
their event. 


Artistes featured on Top Line shows 
for the remainder of 1984 include 
Fiddlin’ Tom Cameron, The Dry 
Cane Country Group, Crawford 
Bell and his Dollar Band, Greta 
Elkin, Jackie Nelson, Anne and 
Dave, John Walker, Big Jim 
Anderson, Eleanor Turkington, and 
‘Big Eric’ the Portadown comedian 
who will act as compere. Country 
music has a massive following 
throughout Northern Ireland and 
the Top Line shows seem geared to 
suit the tastes of the family 
audiences both young and old as 
Billy Kennedy has experience in 
promoting a number of highly 
successful country shows in Co. 
Armagh over the past year, and 
underlines the tremendous 
entertainment value and pleasure 
derived from the concerts in the 
halls of rural Ulster. 


That's it for this month folks. The 
address as usual for all your news 
and views: 10 Kitchener Street, 
BELFAST, BT 12. Tel (0232) 
240415. 


LAZYACRE CMC (fortnightly) 
Lord Hill Hotel, Abbey Foregate, 
SHREWSBURY, Shropshire 

4 Dave Sherrif, West Coast Country 
Band, Tony Best; 18 Poacher, Bob Ray, 
Tony Best 


THE CLIFFSONS CMC (weekly) 
War Memorial Club, WREXHAM, 
North Wales 

4 Phil Brady; 11 George C Smith; 

18 West Virginia; 25 Graham 
Broughton. Resident hosts The Cliffsons 
at all show. 


NEW SINGLE 
FOR KATHY 


@ IT has only been a few months 
since the lovely Kathy Kane took 
over the lead role in the popular 
Co. Antrim based Showband 
‘Country Cream’, a band which 
originated from the break-up of the 
famous ‘Leo McCaffrey and The 
Glensmen’ and already the young 
lady has gone from strength to 
strength. 


Kathy, who is only nineteen and 
hails from near that great musical 
city of Derry, has just released a 
very entertaining new single on 
the Rainbow label, entitled 
‘You've Got A Lover’ and ‘Heaven 
Around Galway Bay’. The record 
was produced at Gene Stuart's 
Studio in Dungannon under the 
supervision of one of Ireland's top 
country artiste’s, Crawford Bell. 


Tel: (0533) 600620 


The Duffy Brothers have just 
gained the Smokey Mountain CMC 
Best Duo Award for 1983 to add to 
their collection of accolades. 


ANOTHER COWBOY 


@ 10 commemorate the visit of 
US President Ronald Reagan to 
Ireland, at least eight new singles 
have been issued with the 
‘welcome theme’. Included is one 
from Jesse and his James Boys 
under the title ‘The Cowboy from 
Ballyporeen’. The song was 
composed for Jesse by Cork 
composer Rocky Stone and issued 
by Crashed Records. With such a 
flood of second rate singles 
around, | feel the oldest cowboy in 
Kerry was not very wise in his 
tribute to the oldest cowboy in the 
White House? 


Dave Hendry 


SCOTLAND WEST 


A SURPRISINGLY low turnout 
welcomed Wesley Parker and 
Pinto on their first visit to 
Scotland, at Edinburgh’s top 
country night spot Tucson CMC in 
the Berry Suite venue. Near 
equatic weather conditions plus 
the fact that many had travelled 
south for the big event kept the 
figures down. It can be of some 
consolation to the artistes and 
travelling manager, Martin 
Chambers, that in the audience 
there were some who had 
journeyed back overnight just to 
catch the genial giant and his 
happy back-up make a sparkling 
performance. Like a beacon ona 
smurky night, Parker’s versatility 


Ann Carmody 


HIGHLAND 
COUNTRY 


BACK to the daily routine after an 
exhausting but enjoyable week- 
end at the Wembley Festival where 
the Scottish acts gave us every 
reason to be proud of them. 
Colorado, as 1 am sure most of you 
are aware by now, were yet again 
acclaimed as Britain's top band. 
Manson Grant and the Dynamoes 
used their allotted twelve minute 
spot on the main stage on the 
Sunday evening to their utmost 
advantage with well chosen, well 
presented material. On the Best of 
British show both Mike Devine 
and Teresita with Interstate 65 
looked and sounded first class, 
perfect ambassadors for the north 


shone through and was confirmed 
when he stayed on stage one hour 
over the allotted time. Staying 
with the ‘Big league’, Tucson’s 
secy Charlie Morris tells me the 
Kenny Serrat show comes in for a 
duly date. 


SANDI HART 
Newcastle-based Scots exile Sandi 
Hart could well be nearer that 
elusive break through which many 
find equal to doing the impossible. 
Information has it that the lass has 
a number of agents and personal 
managers on her trail — with the 
odd record company standing by 
for the plunge. Sandi comes north 
to her ‘homeland’ next month when 
she will be appearing at numerous 
venues throughout the land. Stand 
by for a tie up with Wesley Parker/ 
Sandi Hart/Pinto. Following their 
appearances at the CMRU House 
Party at Ladbrokes Hotel, Watford, 
there is strong feeling the entire 
troupe may combine on tour. 


GARY ROBERTS 


Fast making a name for himself 
around the south west region is 
Irish entertainer Gary Roberts. Not 


of Scotland. Unfortunately, due to 
having an injured foot attended to, 
I missed Flo Stevens’ spot, but 
according to all reports this lady 
gave her usual high quality 
performance. 


At the House Party in the Ladbroke 
Mercury Hotel, Watford, Ohio 
were in top form and were much 
enjoyed by all present. I would like 
to think that if we continue to 
represent Scotland with acts equal 
to the aforementioned we can 
proudly wave the Scottish flag at 
any country music event. 


Two acts new to me which made a 
strong impression were: firstly the 
Hank Wangford Band, whom | 
thought were a real knock out and 
left me wanting to hear a lot more of 
this outfit. I found Ian Ashcroft’s 
Country Express a highly 
entertaining show, with this DJ 
miming to each record he brings a 
most refreshing angle to the disco 
image. Hopefully we shall have the 
pleasure of enjoying the latter in 
some parts of Scotland in the not 
too distant future. 


I must send thanks to Kim and 
Bernie Clapton for a super night at 
their 7-11 Club in London on Easter 


only is the gent doing his own spots 
around the clubs, but goes to great 
pains organising the Coachman’s 
Country Club at Stranraer. ‘Spread 
it around’ is the motto at the 
Coachman’s where lesser known 
comboes are given an even break 
towards recognition. Some of the 
acts include the Dodds Boys, 
Honey and Wine, Beechwood, 
Dennis Byers, Freeway, Country 
Vision Sound, Owen Garrity. Most 
have played the venue for the 
satisfaction of establishing the far 
south on the country scene. 
Contact for the club should be 
made to secy Shirley Reid, who I 
am assured is a beaver for work 
sitting pen in hand to sign those 
new members. 


P T CHRISTIE/ROUTE 65 


Ayrshire-based Peter Christie 
heads into the Fife region this 
month, platform being the Burn’s 
CWC and supported by that 
excellent Edinburgh-based 

combo — Route 65. Neither are 
strangers to this column, nor is their 
brand of country. Hard hitting and 
full value for money both acts 
command their own merits, so with 


Sunday, where Warren Reeves and 
Clarkesburg Express entertained in 
top form. I was most impressed 
with the organisation of this club. 


Back on the home scene I can 
happily report that Prairie Moon 
have resolved their problems and 
there is no immediate danger of 
them splitting up, actually plans 
are in the pipe line for another 
album recording. The American 
artiste Wesley Parker, backed by 
Pinto, appeared at a few venues in 
Scotland and were well received by 
the audiences. Wesley’s warm 
outgoing personality won him 
many fans. I was most impressed 
with several of his self-penned 
numbers. Pinto, I thought, were 
excellent in their own right as well 
as a backing band, their versatility 
and expertise should ensure that 
they remain much in demand. 


From Somerset recently came 
Maureen Lewis who won the hearts 
of all who met her in the north of 
Scotland. Her flawless renderings of 
old favourites combined with some 
lesser known material, plus a super 
personality made her a winner 
everywhere she played. As from the 
beginning of October Maureen will 
be found combining her talents with 


both on the same bill it seems the 
homely atmosphere at Burn’s CWC 
will take a further step up the ladder 
of popular venues. 


COUNTRY BLUES 
Yet another Ayrshire-based outfit 
who have had their fair share of 
problems in trying to capture that 
magic sound. Reforming their line- 
up via the new bass player seems to 
have done the needful and they are 
now a band widely accepted in the 
southern region. The lead vocalist 
comes through strongly in his own 
right while the entire team take 
equal merit in their all out country 
repertoir. 


RECORD FRONT 


While playing a lower than normal 
low profile on the recording scene, 
Gibson Ross (Ross Records) have 
some pretty handsome offers going 
at the moment (were you lucky 
enough to catch some at 
Wembley)? These include albums 
by Tracy Wells, Tug Wilson etc. 
Check out with the label at their 
29 High Street, Turriff, address. On 
the opposite footing is Black Gold 
Record Productions, where 


those of the Kevin Duffy Band 
which is in the formative stages at 
the moment. I think this will be an 
excellent combination and look 
forward to hearing the end result. 


Also leaving a marked impression 
after their first Scottish tour are 
Steve Morgan and Barry Richards 
who employed a lead guitarist to 
form a trio at some venues. Modern 
in their approach to the music they 
added a refreshing flavour to the 
standards. Steve has a remarkable 
talent as a songwriter, with 
numbers like ‘Diesel Roll’ and 
‘Easier Now’ being, in my opinion, 
just the right quality to appeal to the 
music market. We do not hear 
much from these two lads as they 
work mostly on the continent; 
however, I feel if they spent more 
time on the home scene they could 
become very popular. 


‘Cuttin’ Loose’ came to the north 
for a week and left less than happy 
with the Scottish scene, much of 
this brought about by their own 
attitude; however, I enjoyed their 
varied selection of material ranging 
from ultra modern to very old time. 


I was most impressed with ‘The 
Duke Boys’, since I last saw them 


company director Eric McCready 
informs they will be on the look out 
for artistes containing recording 
viability. The ‘new look’ Black Gold 
studios has captured the labours of 
production engineer John Turner 
who put his skill to great use in the 
first recording of Teresita, currently 
the lass being most talked of north 
of the border. Although the album 
does contain many hackneyed 
numbers, it is well put together and 
puts the emphasis on why Teresita 
could well be Nashville bound in the 
very near future. 


DON CARTWRIGHT 


Well known throughout the 
Scottish scene for his willingness 
to push country music, Don has 
reluctantly had to retire from the 
active side of running the Outlaws 
CMC. Prolonged illness has taken 
its toll and nowadays D C and his 
good lady Chris can be found at 
their country home at Nemphlar 
enjoying the quiet life. Don and 
Chris won't be lost completely to 
their many friends, as they now 
play a major role in the organising 
of the new Scottish Country Music 
Fellowship. 


they have added a third member, 
acquired very smart new stage 
wear and learned a lot of new 
material. A most impressive trio. 


Confirmed to appear on the 
London/Irish Festival and also as 
part of the Porter Wagoner Show 
touring later in the year are Manson 
Grant and the Dynamoes. 1984 
seems to be the year for these 
fellows picking up the cream of 
bookings, proof that all good things 
come to those who wait. After 
many years of working steadily, at 
last their quality is receiving 
recognition. 

Elgin-based Sundance, who have 
kept a low profile over the past few 
years have come to the forefront 
again with a new revitalised image. 
Flo Stevens was delighted with 
them as her backing band on the 
recent Glen Campbell show in 
Aberdeen. 

Some time ago I queried the name 
Stableforders and was enlightened 
by a golfing enthusiast who told me 
that Stableforder is a term used for 
a golfing competition. 

As usual news, views, and 
comments to 56 Kilmuir Road, 
INVERNESS or telephone (0463) 
221268. 
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GLASGOW’S ‘GRAND OLE 
OPRY’ (every Fri., Sat., Sun) 

City of Glasgow Muncipal Club, 2/4 
Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll, 
GLASGOW 

1 Trampas; 2 Southbound; 3 David 
Country; 8 Western Front: 9 Borderline: 
10 James Boys; 15 Freeway: 

16 Bakersfield; 17 Bandits: 

22 Southbound; 23 High Plain Drifter: 
24 Country Smoke; 29 Country Gold: 
30 Tommy Truesdale and Sundowners: 


TUCSON CMC (fortnightly) 
Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
EDINBURGH, Scotland 


11 The Country Jays; 25 Jolene 


COACHMANS CMC (weekly) 
Belmont Road, STRANRAER 
Beechwood; Freeway; Dennis Byers; 
Country Vision; Gary Roberts 


BORDER CMC (monthly) 

The Black & Gold Social Club, 
Shielfield Park, BERWICK-ON- 
TWEED 

12 Clovis Country Band and the 
Borderline Band. 


ELGIN CMC (fortnightly) 
St Leonards Hotel, Duff Avenue, 
ELGIN 


14 Prairie Moon; 28 Colorado 


ABERDEEN CWC (weekly) 

The Hotel Metro, 17 Market Street 

5 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried; 12 Prairie 
Moon, Sundance, Dave Sherrif, 

19 Jolene and Part Three, Tony 
Goodacre; 26 Teresita and Interstate 65 


PAT DERRY 


@ IT was a disturbed Pat Derry 
who was saddened to hear of the 
crossed wire when his Scottish 
show was cancelled. Chatting to 
Pat at Wembley, the artiste relays 
sincere apologies for any 
inconvenience caused. The 
amiable Irishman confirms this 
with a promise to set the record 
Straight when he makes his solo 
appearance north of the border. 
P D's latest album release ‘Ghost 
Riders In The Sky’ features some 
treasures and proves creditable 
listening. The album goes out on 
the Homespun label — PHL 458. 


PHAROAHS SUITE (weekly) 
Inverness Ice Rink 


5 Country Jays, Glen Scott; 12 Gambler, 
Tony Goodacre; 19 Teresita and 
Interstate 65, Dave Sherrit; 26 West 
Virginia, Billy G Smith with Country 
Sunset 


Are you selling Britain's fastest growing ‘ 
country publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


— offering the greatest coverage of 
country music — is available for club 
sales at special discounts. Why don't 

you find out details and let your 
members have the latest news fast 
every month, and claim your free 
advertisement within Britain's first 
country music publication? 


For details of 
special club rates 


Phone 0522 685507 
Ea Sa 
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Marcia Hunter 


WEST 
COUNTRY 


IM kicking off this month with 
some good news for all you Pontins 
fans. 


A complete sell-out for the 
Lazyacre Hoe Down Week-end at 
Sand Bay, Weston-Super-Mare 
has prompted Pontins to arrange a 
second week-end to cater for the 
overflow. Paul Weber, Hickory 
Lake, Cotton Gin, Johnny Spencer 
and D J Ian Ashcroft are among 
the acts appearing at this full- 
board event. The host compere is, 
of course, Tony Best who’s 
appearing at various venues in the 
west country this month. Tony 


Ernie Sears 


SOUTHERN 
STYLE 


HAVING recovered remarkably 
quickly from the 1984 marathon 
week-end at Ladbroke’s Mercury 
Hotel, Watford, must be getting 
used to these late nights/early 
mornings! . . . herewith news and 
views from the South, and in 
connection with the Easter week- 
end a long talk with hotel guest 
and Chichester CMC ‘bossman’ 
Tony Bleach revealed that as usual 
a lot of hard graft is a’going on to 
keep his top West Sussex club out 
in front and solvent! 


Not surprising to hear that the 
club’s Sunday night ‘Welcome Inn’ 
at Petersfield is going strong 
enough to subsidise the other 
ventures. Their parent St Georges 


Sean Doherty 


SOUTH 
EAST 


I MUST start this month’s column 
with some comments on the 
CMRU/Ladbrokes week-end at 
Watford over Easter. I was only 
able to attend the Friday night 
party and from what I could see a 
good time was had by all. The act 
that most impressed me in relation 
to this area was Pinto, a band based 
in East Kent. I had not seen them 
work for quite a while and was 
impressed with the progress they 
have made and what appears to be 
a continual improvement. I know 
several other people were of the 
same opinion that night. They have 
managed to develope a very tight 


says thanks, via this column, to the 
members of Tintern’s Wyedean 
CMC who joined his Lazyacre Club 
members for a sponsored 
parachute jump for charity last 
month. 

FRY’S 
Worth mentioning that the Ann & 
Ray Brett Trio stepped in at the 
last minute to save the show at 
Fry’s CMC, in Keynsham, 
following American Bob 
Everhart’s sudden tour 
cancellation aided and abetted by 
the local band Western Union 
whose unique combination of 
country, folk and bluegrass 
provided a refreshing programme 
of both old and new material. 


Naturally relaxed, their overall 
presentation was typically ‘laid- 
back’, featuring quite outstanding 
banjo, bass and harmony vocals 
and some superb dobro. 


An extra show at this venue 
welcomed American Kay Adams 
with Britain’s Mary Miller and her 
West Texas Session Band in the full 
swing of Kay’s first ever British 
tour. 


Hall at Whyke in Chichester has 
dances and now concerts: West 
Virginia, Gordie West Show, 
George Moody, Campbell's 
Country in June, whilst their 
fortnightly Thursdays at 
Grovesnor Restaurant, Bognor, 
needs a round twenty more punters 
to pay its way and some ‘new’ three 
or four-piece bands willing to fit in 
with the budget (anyone ‘on tour’ 
with a Thursday spare?). Tony 
Bleach’s number is Chichester 
527439 .. . oh, yes, there’s also 
the regular ‘concerts’ at the Lavant 
Hall, you get the picture? Thanks 
Tony for doing your PA 
‘homework’, unlike others who 
seem to depend on sheer luck to 
keep going and who hide their 
light under the proverbial bushel! 


Also on the Sussex/Hants border, 
Patsy Ford (ex-Frost) has joined 
Jean Leslies former band and re- 
christened it ‘Snowbird’ and this 
nice five-piece is currently filling all 
the dates whilst Jean settles in the 
West Country. See last month’s 
CMRU for other information. 


Southsea’s Portsmouth CMC still 
going strong at the Rock Gardens 
every Monday — remembering 
Tom Jennings was there at the end 


sound for a trio, with each member 
of the band working very hard to 
entertain and to keep the show 
going. Their harmonies are very 
tight, they all sing lead vocals and 
musically they have a sound that 
many a four or five-piece band 
would be proud of. In my opinion 
Pinto were certainly the best band 
on the night. Other acts that I was 
impressed with and think could do 
well in this area given the chance 
are Sandi Hart and Mel Hague. A 
great evening, shame] couldn't say 
the same about the Festival down 
the road. 


HARLOW, HARLOW, 
HARLOW 


That could be the response from 
any unsuspecting non-country fan 
to the happening over the week-end 
of 2nd and 3rd of this month at 
Harlow. Thousands of country fans 
will be flocking once again to that 
Essex town for some free country 
music. One might think that if a 
Festival is free than the 
entertainment would be second 
rate but this could not be further 
from the truth. Once again some of 
Britain’s best acts have been 


My full marks go to both ladies and 
the band for a thoroughly enjoyable 
professional show. 


Mary delivered a selection of varied 
popular standards in superb voice 
and in exciting presentation style. 


Her husband Bill, and bassist Colin 
Stacey, providing good harmony 
vocals with brothers Stuart and 
Gary supporting on lead and 
drums. 


Then Kay Adams dominated her 
audience with her sensation vocal 


@ Kay Adams 


of April reminds me to thank him 
for livening up the Wembley 
Conference Centre on the Saturday 
afternoon for yours truly, even if his 
super outfit was, on this occasion, 
overloud. Sufficiently so to send my 
driver Dave Tiller out of the place 
muttering dire threats! 


@ New venue, or so it seemed from 
the rather mysterious handwritten 
poster that arrived, has created 
even more mystery, and as an 
example of publicity that went 
wrong I'd like to know more! 
Headed ‘This Saturday Live On 
Stage from USA: Stonewall 
dacksonand Orion’ . . . no date, oh, 
‘Sun Records, Memphis’, was also 
mentioned, and admission ‘only 
£1.25’, plus a phone number, 
which I rang and found a gentleman 
from the venue Cowplain Activity 
Centre, nr Portsmouth, who said 
the gig had been some three or four 
weeks back, wasn’t in any case 
‘The’ Stonewall Jackson (at £1.25 I 
didn’t expect so!) but was a 
Portsmouth solo act who uses that 
name, and ‘didn’t know’ when the 
next country night was, although 
the details I read out said ‘More UK 
and USA acts soon’! It is probably 
incidental that ‘that’ Stonewall 


assembled for a great week-end, the 
only thing I can’t be certain of is the 
weather. 


A gent called Bob Stammers gave 
me a poster recently for a show on 
the first of the month, the night ~ 
before Harlow, which could have 
been taking place eight or nine 
years ago. It takes place at the 
Woodville Hall, Gravesend and 
features Bob Stammers and Colt 45 
plus Gary Blackmore and Sounds 
Country and what more nostalgic a 


range and powerful, dynamic 
delivery of many old and new 
favourites,.Kay’s programme was 
excitedly received by this highly 
appreciative audience. 


WESTBURY 


Nashville Fever gave the White 
Horse regulars a memorable 
evening with their very professional 
programme. Also on the bill was 
Peter Mason, who really captivated 
his listeners with a very popular 
audience participation set. 


CORNWALL 


Numerous reports from the 
Cornwall area have praised Ricki 
and the Ramrods, who seem to be 
attracting quite a following these 
days. 


This band have also received 
similar praises from the London 
area where they have recently 
enjoyed a short tour of the clubs. 


TIVERTON 


A change of venue from the 
Tumbling Shack to the White Bull 


Jackson pulled in twenty-five people! 
(Highly suspect I'd have thought, 
and the envelope addressed to 
‘Ernie (Country) Sears’ was also 
most peculiar. Anyone out there 
willing to ‘own up’? 

@ An act that did originate from 
the USA was the lovely Kay Adams; 
who, with Northern songbird Mary 
Miller (unbilled, by the way!) with 
the Texas Session Band who turned 
out to be Mary’s old outfit, blew upa 
virtual storm at Wildwood South 
CMC a few weeks back with a 
deservedly near full house. We 
enjoyed a beautifully contrasting 
evening with the Southern USA 
style and voice of Kay Adams up 
against the fair English looks and 
powerful tones of Mary Miller with 
some fine backing from the band. 


Kay Adams (‘I know all about you’ 
were her words to me!) knew her 
stuff, kept to mostly the standards 
but gave us quite an original 
version of ‘Six Days On The Road’, 
a send up along with her USA hit 
‘Girl In The Little Pink Mac’ and 
looked just like one of those ‘glossy’ 
ladies from the American TV soap 
operas. She was learning Yorkshire 
cooking from Mary Miller, among 
other things. The Northern lady, 


FRANK 
JENNINGS 
GETS TOP 


BAND AWARD 
AT BRIGHTON 
CMC 


compere could you have than BBC 
Radio Kent’s Larry Adams. 


The Golden Eagle CMC at Dover 
has changed one of the venues it 
uses from the Astor School Hall to 
Archers Court, School Hall, 
Whitfield Hill, Dover, though this 
month’s meeting is at Dover Town 
Hall and features all girl band 
Indigo Lady and Dave Keen. 


St Nicholas Village Hall, near 
Birchington, is the venue for an 
American supper with 


was christened with a lively, 
enthusiastic show from Sarah Jory 
on pedal-steel, and local band 
Rags. 


Promoter Doug Parish has praised 
the Cruise and Orchard pub, in 
Tiverton, who allow a ‘participation 
evening’ every month, inviting 
anyone to perform a short 
programme. The evening usually 
commences with a recognised local 
performer, (last month welcoming 
three members of Stringband) then 
develops into a ‘free for all’ 
participation night. 


These nights are becoming so 
popular that it seems likely to go 
weekly in the near future. 


Doug Parish offers thanks to 
Vernon Hutchings for his help in 
enabling him to present a Hospital 
Radio programme. Doug has now 
been alloted a full hours weekly 
broadcast. 


That’s all again for this month. 
Address as usual for local news and 
info to: 33 Berkeley Gardens, 
Keynsham, BRISTOL, BS18 2PN. 
Telephone Keynsham 67800. 


looking eye-catching in a new 
‘frock’ (‘ran it up myself!’) proved 
she had quite suitable legs to go 
with those feet! (Private story!) 


To add to our excitement (?) we 
almost saw the ‘real’ Reg Lodge, 
unadorned, in a ‘Kawliga’ duet with 
Kay! Other notable comment, why 
do country music clubs run out of 
ice for our drinks quite, quite early 
in the evenings? 


Other comment: a rather large 
gent heavily queried my item ina 
recent CMRU aimed at getting 
some original news from a certain 
club. Since I still haven’t gleaned 
any programmes I could only say 
it’s obvious I’m being ignored and it 
didn’t work, did it — apart from a 
heavy letter to the Editors? 


In closing, an outfit that impressed 
me at Wembley Conference Centre 
was Teresita and Interstate 65, as 
far as I’m concerned they’ve got 
everything. I’ve brought back some 
cards if any club booker is 
interested, fees seem to be quite 
reasonable considering their class 
style and sound. 


That's it for now, I’m off to put some 
suntan lotion on and look out my 
thermal underwear just in case. 


entertainment by American Brew 
and Ronnie Winters. Tickets from 
Thanet 821440: that takes place on 
the 23rd of this month. 


The Brighton CMC this month 
have two meetings with an all 
Sussex bill, the first one with Bill 
Hurren and Brushwood, and a visit 
from Scotland’s Manson Grant and 
the Dynamoes at the second 
meeting. The club as always can be 
found at the King Alfred Hall, 
Kingsway, (Seafront) Hove. The 
clubs 1984 awards poll produced 
no surprises when stalwart Frank 
Jennings was voted Top Band with 
Emerald and George Moody and 
the Country Squires close behind, 
their Top Solo/Duo was Bob 
Newman and Carole Gordon with 
Johnny Spencer and Kelvin 
Henderson quite a way behind. The 
award for the top new act went to 
Tom Jennings and Nashville 
Session Band with Sarah Jory next. 


Well, that would seem to be it for 
this month and if you want to 
contact me then you can call me on 
Thanet (0843) 821440 or write to 
39 Brockman’s Close, Minster, 

Nr RAMSGATE, Kent 


DOUBLE H CMC (weekly) 

Lord Haldon Hotel, Dunchideock, 
EXETER, Devon 

6 Dave West and Cripple Creek; 

13 Johnny Carter and Hurricane Ridge; 
20 Tony Best; 27 Cotton Gin 


GENERAL LEE’S CMC (weekly) 
Ha'Penny Park, Wendron, 
HELSTON, Cornwall 

2 Jimmy Lawton, Teresita & Interstate 
65; 9 Dick Edwards Duo; 16 Johnny 
Carter & Hurricane Ridge; 

23 Stagecoach; 30 Cripple Creek 
Country Band 


CHICHESTER CMC (fortnightly) 
St Georges Hall, Whyke Road, 
CHICHESTER 

8 West Virginia; 30 Manson Grant and 
the Dynamoes 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC 
(weekly) 

Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, SOUTHAMPTON 
2 Tony Collins Band; 9 Pinto; 16 Tall 
Texan and the Honkytonk Cowboys; 
23 Running Kind; 30 Apache 


WHITE HORSE CMC (monthly) 
BURBAGE, Wilts 
8 Mel Hague, Cuttin’ Loose 


VIKING SHIP MOTEL (weekly) 
Pegwell Bay, Nr RAMSGATE, Kent 
3 Honky Tonk Cowboys; 10 Gun Smoke; 
17 American Brew; 24 Blue Country 


CHARITY 
PLAY 


@ JOHN BUTTON, the banjo and 
fiddle player of Somerset band, 
Denver Spur is attempting a record 
marathon banjo play for three days 
in aid of the Leukaemia Research 
Fund. Sponsor forms will be 
available soon at local country 
music venues. Date of attempted 
record is the weekend of 23rd, 
24th, 25th June; venue to be 
Double H CMC, The Lord Haldon 
Hotel, Dunchideock, Exeter. 
Further information can be gained 
from John Button on Taunton 
71395. 


@ JEFF SMEELE who is the 


- manager of Dutch artiste Hanneke 


Bergsma and her band Newdeep 
has been busy promoting their 
new single release in Britain, and 
is hoping to get Hanneke and the 
band to the UK for a tour. The 
single is the Fleming/Morgan 
composition ‘Nobody’ backed up 
by the Ralph Paap/Hanneke 
Bergsma song ‘Ballerina’. The 
single is on the CNR label which 
Originates out of Holland and as far 
as | know is not released here. The 
single is of very good quality and 
Hannekes voice comes across 
very well, and has come up witha 
very creditable sound. Hanneke 
Bergsma is probably a new name 
to UK readers, but is very popular 
in Holland as can be judged by the 
fact she was voted No. 1 female 
singer in Holland by the readers of 
the country music paper in Holland 
‘Country Gazette’. She was also 
one of the representatives for 
Holland at the first European 
Television Country Music Festival 
including the Gold Star awards at 
Scheveningen, Holland in 1982. If 
anybody would like to get in touch 
with Jeff give a call to (0843) 
821440. 


ee 


Tony Anderson 


LONDON 
SCENE 


WATFORD’S a winner (and at the 
time of writing maybe this could be 
an omen for the Cup Final), but 
CMRU’s 2nd Watford Week-end 
certainly was a cup winner as was 
the Best of British at Wembley. 
The Wembley main stage show 
this year I thought fell below par, 
but the Best of British certainly 
provided the fans with a feast of 
homegrown talent. 


We’ve read recently from readers 
about ‘Round Up’s’ writers being 
compromising, well, I’d like to 
know how anybody could have 
been anything but enthusiastic for 
this Conference Centre Show 


Joe Allen 


ANGLIA 
REPORT 


IN this time of gloom and 
depression it’s always nice to hear 
of country music clubs opening up 
in the region, and with all the hard 
work that goes into getting these 
ventures into viable successess, I 
hope they get the support that they 
deserve and that goes for all 
country clubs. 


The latest opened last month at 
the Smoke Room in the Welfare 
Club, Occupation Road, Corby. 
It’s now named the Corby CMC 
and it holds forth every Thursday 
evening. Already good acts have 
appeared like ‘Campbell’s 


when the majority of acts not only 
delivered the goods but on many 
occasions signed and sealed them 
with their own material. 


FOX TURNS COYOTE 


I hear that ex ‘Highway Shoes’ and 
“‘Barny’ stalwart Ian Fox is now 
with a new group called ‘Road 
Runners’. He always did remind 
me of a Wily E Coyote. Now I can 
understand just why, he’s going 
from trucking to Cartunes. Could 
he be loooking for a cave in 
‘Yellowstone’? 


JOLLY BOATING WEATHER 


With barely the space to 
accomodate a Vietnamese fugitive 
the SS ‘Swanage Queen’ set sail 
recently for an evening on the 
Thames jointly organised by the 
Peak Frean and Ghostrider clubs. 
The boat loaded to the gunwales 
found the Thames Barrier no 
challenge to pass, in fact the only 
challenge to these Cowboy Pirates 
was the bitterly cold weather which 
ensured they kept all hatches 
battened down leaving them 
Obson’s Choice to either jig around 
or just pass out the ‘grog’. This was 


Country, Brian Golby and Pete 
Stanley and Pinkerton Colours. 


The Northants CMC in Towcester 
meet at the football club room, this 
month with a special ticket event 
with Slim Pickens and the Little 
Buddies. I’d advise you to book 
early as it’s sure to be a sell out! 


The country jam session reported 
last month at the Elwes Arms in 
Billing, Northants, on a Tuesday 
evening have also added Thursday 
evening to their entertainment 
quota. 


A new band to watch out for in the 
Essex area is ‘The Road Runner 
Country Band’. This five-piece 
outfit is made up of ex-members of 
Tawny, Hobo, Highway Shoes etc. 
Don’t forget the Harlow all British 
country music festival takes place 
on the 2nd and 3rd June. Situated 
at the Spurriers area of the Town 
Park it’s all completely free of 
charge. 


The Ponderosa CMC in 
Stowmarket meet every Friday 
evening: acts billed for this month 
include Dave West and Cripple 


The Greatest Drive-In 
Country & Western Music Show 
in the Midlands 


at Ufton Fields Farm, Oakerthorpe, Nr Alfreton, Derbyshire 
Bar and good food available 


16 June — 12 noon ‘til midnight 
Featuring 


Johnny Marks 


Keith Manifold 


Bev Williams & Midnight Flyers 


Freightline Country Music 
Graham Broughton Duo 
Ricky Sylva 

snot Spill The Beans 


no 
Gre gui 


TICKETS: £3 day:—£2.50 purchased before £2 after 6pm 


OAP £1.50 CHILDREN FREE 
Caravans £2 Tents £1 per night 


Good reductions for bus loads 
Ample Free Parking 


Market Stalls Welcome 
Enquiries: Jim:—Alfreton 832644/Ella:—Ripley 43787 


Entertainments by Manifold Promotions 
Tel: Matlock (0629) 734625 and 734821 


quite acceptable by those aboard, 
as Obson’s Choice, in this case 
referred to that popular local group 
who, having done their ‘porridge’, 
now paraded under that name. The 
group kept up a steady 
performance all evening, including 
many well known standards before 
docking time at Greenwich left all 
those present waiting to disembark 
into their “duty freeze’. 


A FULL COUNT 


Knockout night at Tom Whelan’s 
Four On The Floor club at their 
tenth anniversary evening with 
Midland group Cotton Gin making 
their return after an absence of 
seven years to this Hounslow based 
club and giving just the right mix of 
entertainment to the festive 
evening. The group, with Pete 
Brazil on lead guitar, John O’Boyle 
on bass, John Jnr (drums), Tony 
Arris (piano), Andy Waine (steel), 
and Carol Baker on vocals (in 
between visits to the latest addition 
to the group) fed not only the baby 
but all present with a full course 
meal. 


Speech time saw a return to the 
club of former ‘Round Up’ feature 


Creek, Rodeo Band, Wildwood, 
Clancy and George Moody. 


The Colchester CMC this month 
brings in Bob McKinlay and the 
Together Band. The M K Divided in 
Milton Keynes meet at the Bletchly 
BR with Dawnbreaker. The 
Newmarket Memorial Hall sees 


ACTION RESEARCH 
FOR THE CRIPPLED 
CHILD 


@ AFTER four very successful 
country charity concerts held at 
Pudsey Civic Hall, a larger and 
more ambitious festival, featuring 
some of Yorkshire's best country 
bands Sunday 8 July 1984. 


Starting at 2pm it runs through the 
afternoon and evening, and will 
incorporate bluegrass _ side- 
festival plus video's for the 
children and stalls selling records 
and western gear. 


Artistes already booked to appear 
include: Gordon Lemondine Trio: 
Alan Paul; Stu Page & TC and 
Dillinger. 


Full details can be had from Peter 
Fairhead, Pennine Radio, P 0 Box 
235, Bradford, BD1 5NP. ‘Phone 
(0274) 731521. 


writer Don Ford, who wrote the club 
magazine during its earlier years 
ushering in the giant birthday cake, 
which Tom duly cut for all present 
to receive a slice in celebration of 
the club’s anniversary. 


ARITZY FIDDLER 


On Easter Sunday morning Ritz 
Records played host at the Mean 
Fiddler club when a galaxy of 
artistes and ‘press’ mingled with 
fans for a special show which 
featured Ray Lynam, Philomena 
Begley and Carey Duncan, who was 
showcasing her Nashville recorded 
album ‘Raining In My Heart’ for 
Ritz. The intimate atmosphere of 
the ‘Fiddler’ lent itself well to the 
occasion. In the crowd were 
Wembley performers Jim Glaser 
and Paul Richey, together with 
several home grown talents like 


Brian Maxine and Aubrey Lovejoy. 


The ‘Fiddler’ holiday period also 
saw on stage American acts Billy 
Walker and Moe Bandy and a 
special attraction as Emmylou 
Harris appeared on the Saturday 
evening. The US of A completed the 
take over during the following week 
when both Jerry Arhelger and Joe 
Sun appeared. 


Warren Reeves and Dave Sheriff 
also Tony Best. 


Finally at the Sutton, St Edmonds 
Village Hall, Nr Wisbech you can 
see Tony Best, lona & Andy plus 
Vince Layne. 


Frank Ifield and Barbary Coast 
make a special appearance at the 
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Unfortunate corner this month 
features the quickly lamented 7-11 
Club which seemed to have arisen 
again at Elliotts Sports Club, 
Boreham Wood. However, talking 
with Bernie Clapton at Wembley, it 
appears a change of management 
at the venue put in a regime who 
were totally opposed to country 
music and refused permission for 
any future shows there, much, I 
may add, to Bernie & Kim’s 
chagrin as they have always been 
known to run clubs which represent 
a high and quality standard. 


ROUND UP TIME 


Well, I started with the Watford 
weekend so let’s finish this month 
on the same'line. Many thanks to 
all involved in ensuring that I spent 
an almost sleepless weekend 
listening to approximately sixteen 
hours a day live country music for 
those four days — not so hectic at 
the moment, but don’t forget to let 
me know your news etc and see how 
hectic the coming month can be. 
Details same as usual: 40 Cole 
Close, Thamesmead, SE28 8AU; 
or telephone (01-310) 2792. See 
you around. 


@ Frank Ifield 


Irchester Village Hall on the 13th. 
This is by public demand, due to the 
Barbary Coast and Jerry Arhelgar 
concert held there last month. 


That'’s it for this month folks, any 
further info please to Joe Allen, 
385 Shelley Road, 
WELLINGBOROUGH, Northants, 
NN8 3EW or tel. (0933) 677352. 


RODEO 


FOR BAILEY 


H-BAR-C, KARMAN 
MONTANA SILVER - 


LAZY Y, JAGER 
SCHMIDT 


THE FINEST SELECTION OF 
WESTERN WEAR 
AVAILABLE ANYWHERE 
OUTSIDE OF TEXAS AT 
NORTHERN PRICES 


10 min from M1 


Always worth the trip. 


Tel (0742) 330230 
381 South Road, Walkley, SHEFFIELD 6 


JIM REEVES 
ALIVE ? 


@ JULY 28 sees a major reunion 
get-together of the Jim Reeves Fan 


Club. 


This special event is being set up 


by fan club ‘sec’, David Bussey, 
from his home in Harrogate, 
Yorkshire, to mark the 20th 
anniversary of Jim Reeves’ death 


on 31 July 1964. The get-together 
takes place at the Regent Crest 
Hotel, London W1. For more 
details telephone (0423) 885598. 


HARROW CMC (weekly) 
Morritt Suite, Wealdstone FC, 
Station Road, HARROW, Middx 

7 West Virginia; 14 Hickory Lake; 

21 Johnny Carter & Hurricane Ridge: 
28 Gary Blackmore Band 


Tel: (0533) 600620 


(fortnightly) 
Bridge Street, EVESHAM, Worcs 


9 Campbell's Country; 23 Tumbleweed 
Connection; 


WEST WAY CMC (weekly) 
Witney Town Football Club, WITNEY 
3 Tony Collins and Bakersfield; 

10 Showboat; 17 Phoenix; 24 Pinto; 


COLCHESTER CMC (fortnightly) 
Woods Leisure Centre, Braiswick, 
COLCHESTER, Essex 

7 Togethor Band; 21 Dob MoKinlay & 
Dixie Fried 

LAZY K CMC (fortnightly) 

Rovers Football Club House, Hamlet 
Croft, HAVERHILL, Suffolk 


3 Eddy Falcon and his band; 17 Nichols 


Wed. each month) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, IPSWICH 

13 Pollyann and the Hole in the Wall 
Gang; 20 Nevada; 27 Smith ‘n' Jones 


ROBINS CWC (fortnightly) 
Robins Football Club, Whaddon 
Road, CHELTENHAM 

9 Nashville Fever; 23 Ken Harris & the 
Playboys; 16 All Day Festival with 
Colorado, Roger Humphries, Phoenix, 
Shiloh, Johnny Spencer. 


BEACON 
JINGLES 


@ IF you listen to Beacon Country 
on Sundays perhaps you will have 
heard the excellent jingles for the 
show done by Telfords Silver City 
band. A great little number based 
on Cale’s ‘Call Me The Breeze’, all 
self written, arranged and 
recorded. Must be a market in this 
country for this type of product — 
it’s big business stateside. 


KEEP COUNTRY 
MUSIC ALIVE 


Help us, help those 
who help themselves, 


and please support 
our Advertisers. 
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Brian Ahern 


NORTH 
WEST 


MY friend of long standing or even 
sitting and drinking Ken Alley has 
written to me to remind me that 
the Fourways CMC was still in the 
North West region. Without 
disagreeing and because I had 
been given an open invitation with 
ample notice I made the journey to 
Delemere, near Chester, to 
rekindle old friendships. I am 
pleased that I did. The Fourways is 
a beautiful venue from which to 
stage country music. The stars of 
the night were the ever popular 
Kenny Johnson and Northwind 
who performed superbly. The club 
runs monthly so watch News File 
for future shows. It’s well worth a 


Bev Williams 


NORTH EAST 


I DO hope that no country music 
fan will ever complain to me again 
about the fact that the only 
American acts we are invited to see 
over here are has-beens or never 
was’s. I wouldn’t class Glen 
Campbell, Charley Pride or Don 


Williams in the above category but 
with tickets in the five to ten pound 


bracket they are still mostly sell 
out and deservedly so. They are 
fully professional in every sense of 
the word with a fully professional, 
largely American backing band. 
As such, the act these people 
present is as smooth as the best of 
the top evergreen acts such as Tina 
Turner, Cliff Richard and Dr Hook. 


I stand to be corrected, but I know 
of no British country act to 


visit. It’s a good place to take the 
secretary for that important 
business meeting that crops up 
every now and again. Know what I 
mean fellas, wink, wink. 


Sneaked over the border to 
Matlock in Derbyshire to visit the 
A1 CMC organised by Anne Slack. 
(Welcome to the fold nice lady.) I 
saw one of the best shows that this 
old fan has seen in many awhile. It 
starred Ruby Rendall & Cimmeron 
on tour from Scotland who show 
potential for a new band. I was 
impressed with their work rate and 
arrangements. Watch out for them 
they are on the move upwards. 


Raymond Froggatt Band — they 
were absolutely brilliant. Froggy 
wove a magical spell over his 
audience the like of which I have 
never seen before from any British 
artiste. I doubt that anyone could 
transcribe into words the feeling 
that this man and his band left on 
their audience on this night. 


THE HIGH PEAK CMC 


The High Peak CMC in Buxton 
invited me to present their club 


compare with this standard of 
presentation. Nearly every country 
music fan has probably heard 
songs such as ‘Rhinestone 
Cowboy’, ‘Crystal Chandeliers’ 
and ‘My Best Friend’ sung to them 
most weeks by most acts they 
know and love. Most fans have also 
heard ‘Old Flames Can’t Hold A 
Candle To Yow’ and know that this 
song was a Statesides hit for Joe 
Sun, an up-and-coming singer 
with a show that is comparable to 
the above mentioned stars as was 
shown once again at the Astoria 
Centre in Leeds last month. 


Collier Dixon Line opened the show 
with Barry Ward showing his paces 
for the first time as bass player. 
Everybody in this area knows that 
tho Lino always do a show well 
worth seeing and this performance 
was no exception. A nice wide 
selection of music all well 
performed, as good a country band 
as you'll find anywhere around 
here. A short break for refreshment 
etc then on with Joe Sun and Solar 
System. Many acts have included a 
selection of Joe’s songs in their 
show and he did them all and much 
more besides. Two hours plus of 
good country music which is a little 


awards on behalf of the organising 
committee to Johnny Marks (solo) 
and Mal Carsons Trucking 
Company, who attracted a record 
turn out of wall to wall fans and 
friends to share their respective 
glories and enjoy a splendid show 
presented by their favourites. Both 
winners worked with total 
conviction. It was my pleasure. 


THE METAL BOX CMC 


Fulfilling a long overdue promise, I 
made my first visit to the Metal Box 
CMC at Speke, Liverpool, to help 
them celebrate their first 
anniversary as a country music 
presenting club. The Ben Rees 
Band gave a command 
performance as always. This band 
now sports Barrie Gaskall on pedal 
steel guitar, who has replaced 
Ronnie Bennett. Next on, Dillinger, 
again pulled out all the stops to 
entertain the capacity audience. 
Then came Marie Lester backed by 
the Ben Rees Band. Marie is a 
comparatively new name to me but 
she left a lasting impression. She 
looks good, sings well and is ajoy to 
talk to. Could she be another star 
from star city Liverpool. The club 


more than the usual one hour plus 
that you normally see in concert 
from the stars. The unfortunate fact 
is that there aren’t that many 
country music fans in Yorkshire 
who appreciate this kind of show. 
I’m not talking about you who are 
sitting in your weekly CMC 
listening to ‘Crystal Chandeliers’ or 
indeed all the acts who are busy 
working and singing ‘Old Flames’ 
and much prefer concert venues to 
being background music ina WMC, 
but the truth of the matter is: that if 
you can’t be bothered to support 
concert venues staging this type of 
top quality act then you won't ever 
get to play this kind of place at the 
kind of money you think you are 
worth because this kind of venue 
will have died from lack of support. 
Think about that. Special mention 
must be made to this show for the 
guest appearance of Roger 
Humphries who was the band’s 
driver for this trip north. 


Stu Page and T C augmented by 
Stu’s drummer when he ran 
Ramuda, John White (who must be 
congratulated on his recent 
marriage to the lovely Madelaine) 
saw a good crowd at the Poste 
Haste welcome them back. Justice 


itself is first class, the 
organisational skills are sufficiently 
well evident to get my stamp of 
approval. 


CAUGHT ON THE MOVE 


HAZEL GROVE CMC, Kaye Bros 
Flying Circus. Fine pickin’ and 
singin’ from a band of merit. 


HIGH LANE CMC, T P Stubbs and 
the Bar Room Band. Another 
excellent show highlighted by T P’s 
self-penned material. Watch out for 
their forthcoming E P — it’sa 
cracker. Free Spirit. The return of 
the mighty Mike with his son 
Harvey. They are going back to the 
top. Gerry Dean and the Lincoln 
County Boys with Maggie McGee 
proved to be a show of golden 
oldies. 


MISSED ON THE HOP 


Carlton Inn, Morecambe, The Kay 
Adams Show, likewise at Vauxhall 
Sports. Good reports though. The 
Silver Wings CMC, Old Trafford. 
Dez Logan and Dixie on my list to 
visit this new club. Borderline’s mini 
tour of the Rustler CMC, The 
Riverside CMC and the Welcome 


for this act that is rapidly gaining a 
good name for itself. 


At the Snydale Club, Paul Hayes 
was listened to by a very attentive 
audience. Another performer 
earning a good reputation. 


More country music has now come 
to York to augment the excellent 
Winning Post which runs every 
Thursday. On a Monday and a 
Tuesday the Royal York Hotel is 
staging a season of country music in 
the Railway Bar. It’s free entry and 
finishes at ten thirty with a bar 
closure at eleven. 


Shane Peters had ’em swooning in 
the aisle at The Stables, 
Knaresborough the other night. A 
club well worth a visit every other 
Saturday night, if only to talk to one 
of the prettiest potato sack shifters 
I’ve ever seen. 


Eckington Hall, Nr Mosborough, 
Sheffield, seems to be getting it off 
the ground with shows ona Monday 
night arranged for the next few 
months with some of the best 
British country music acts currently 
available. 


CMC. Collier Dixon Line and Bodie 
at Shaw Heath CMC now organised 
by Alan Burgess. Also missed 
Buckskin and Dave Bryan with Pat 
& Roger Johns who | am informed 
enjoyed playing to full houses. 

Southern superstar George 
Moody and the Country Squires 
and Jeannie & Steppinstone. I am 
sad about missing the latter 
because they are a band that we of 
the north west are very proud of. I 
also missed Country Comfort at 
Hazel Grove CMC. Reason: they did 
not bother to turn up. I must keep a 
weather eye on Newsfile to catch 
some of these bands the next time 
around. 


SPECIAL THANKS 


Go to all my friends, fellow scribes, 
entertainers, organisers, 
broadcasters and trade, for the 
comradeship and kindred spirit that 
reigned abundant at the Ladbroke 
Hotel, Watford, over easter. It wasa 
delight and a pleasure to be just one 
of you. 

All news and views to Brian Ahern, 
11 Villdale Avenue, Offerton, 
STOCKPORT, SK2 5SQ. Tel: (061- 
483) 9532. 


They came from the ‘Back Of 
Beyond’ well, Lancashire really, 
John Keegan on lead, John T on 
rhythm and Hughie on bass, two 
thirds of the late well-respected 
Silver Hill String Band. With a very 
mixed bag that ranged from old 
time bluegrass through to 
progressive and modern country, 
they were warmly greeted at the 
Gunfighter Night at the Astoria 
Centre, Leeds. 


Kevin & Marie put ona value for 
money show at the Riley Smith 
Hall in Tadcaster. It’s an extention 
of their regular Saturday night at 
the Crown Hotel at Boston Spa. 
Lancashire bands to the fore again 
with the five piece West Coast and 
Bob McKinlay and Dixie Fried. 
West Coast, including in their line 
up a fiddle and pedal steel gave 
them the variety to make their 
show interesting, but the inclusion 
of a ‘sub-standard’ drum solo did 
much to destroy their credulity as 
country musicians and also the 
mood that had gone before. Bob 
McKinlay, his usual effervesant self 
with the superb ‘young’ Duffy on 
pedal steel, gave a first class show, 
in between the regular 
commercials for his cassettes! 


Kevin Weatherald 


CLEVELAND/ 
SOUTH DURHAM 


WITH reference to the artistes/ 
agents issue which I have 
mentioned over the last two 
months in my report, it now 
transpires that the first report was 
indeed the correct one so 
apologies now go to the agency 
concerned; however, this matter 
appears to have got out of hand 
and mainly for my not checking 
out information passed to me with 
enough care. I have learnt from 
these mistakes, so this is where the 
entire matter will rest. 


This year saw my first visit to 
Wembley for three years. Since my 
last visit much of the atmosphere 


has been lost along with many of 
the fans and many artistes to my 
mind proved dismal, but as I 
visited the festival on Saturday and 
Sunday only, I can only speak of 
those two days. 


The ‘Country Music Round Up’ 
week-end proved excellent 
although rather tiring. I guess this 
week-end is going to go from 
strength to strength, but I was 
more than disappointed to finda 
very poor representation from the 
north/east fans, although I 
understand the situation for many 
is no work etc. as I’ve just left that 
boat myself, but a better value for 
money week-end you could find 
nowhere. I hope more of you can 
make it next year. 


Joe Sun and Solar System visited 
the area as quests of the Dorman 
Athletic Club, Middlesbrough and 
although I was unable to get along! 
have heard nothing but excellent 
reports. It’s really good to see big 
names getting back into the area 
through this very good club. 


This month it’s good to be able to 
welcome back Peter John Bergg to 
the airwaves of Radio Tees. Don’t 


forget Peter’s programme now goes 
out on a Sunday night from 7pm to 
10pm. Also going out on a Friday, 
6pm to 7pm, with a repeat 
Saturday lunch time is Radio 
Clevelands country programme 
hosted by Stan Laundon, who has 
been associated with the country 
scene in this area for many years 
now. 


Many of the readers will be happy to 
hear that I have little to moan over 
this month. Although some of the 
bands or artistes think my 
comments are put in just for 
something to say, my hope was that 
the comments would be read, noted 
and perhaps looked at as 
constructive and not just 
derogatory. I write nothing in this 
column that I would not say face to 
face with an artiste. One such band 
who came in for some criticism only 
ashort time ago I met up with again 
acouple of weeks ago and they took 
no offence at all to what I had written 
on that occasion. I’m happy to say 
that Ohio’s show was 100 x better 
than when | first saw them, they 
proved a band with a great deal of 
ability and the prospects look very 
rosy indeed for these guys. 


Clint’s Collection are a four piece 


band I have enjoyed lately. Much of 
their material was in the modern 
vein with songs originating from 
David Allan Coe and Hank 
Williams Jnr, the balance of 
material was well thought out with 
the odd comedy number dropped 
in. Imust confess to admiring bands 
doing the progressive material. 


Another new band to me were 
Campbell's Country, a five-piece 
dropping in the use of electric piano 
(although not enough). Their 
harmonies were superb as was 
their presentation. The selection of 
material covered all tastes, another 
band who should be fighting for one 
of those top positions in the country 
polls. 


Met up with Johnny Spencer at the 
Laxenby Social. It’s quite some 
time since I saw Johnny, on this 
occasion I was not over impressed 
with the sound he was getting, as 
his guitar was being played 
through the house PA system. I 
must add in Johnny’s favour, his 
choice of material was good and 
included many numbers penned by 
him. I have also since heard his new 
recorded single release — the ‘B’ 
side, included on Stan Laundon’s 
show, should appeal to all fans in 


this area as the topic’s very local: 
‘The Hanging Of The Monkey In 
Hartlepool’. The words are 
extremely well constructed as is the 
tune. I’m sure Johnny will have no 
problem selling this one. 


Still performing a great show is 
Bob McKinlay, and although he 
was minus a drummer the night I 
caught up with him he still came 
across to the audience very well, 
especially as I have very seldom 
come across such an unruly bunch 
at the RAOB club, Middlesbrough. 
The noise was deafening and must 
really have put Bob ill at ease. I 
once vented a great deal of criticism 
on this guy for his stage 
presentation, yet we are still the 
best of friends. Bob did listen to 
what I had to say then and I hope he 
will listen to this other minor word. 
When he first appeared on the 
scene he brought a breath of fresh 
air and a fabulous voice, he was 
also a great showman. I for one like 
to see some of that brought back, 
but be careful Bob don’t overdo it. 


The address is 29 Oxgang Close, 
REDCAR, Cleveland, TS10 4ND, 
especially the pen friend writing to 
‘Round Up’ | appear to have 
acquired. 


SILVER HORSESHOE CMC 
(monthly) 

Sacred Heart Parish Centre, 
Floatshall Road, Baguley, 
MANCHESTER 23 


1 Graham Broughton plus Shotgun 


HIGH LANE CMC (weekly) 
High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane. 
STOCKPORT 


2 Tammy Cline and Southern Comfort. 
Tickets £2.25. 9 Raymond Froggatt 
Band. Tickets £2.00. 16 Clovis: 23 Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried: 30 Diablo 


THE WELCOME CMC (weekly) 
Greyhound Hotel, East Lancs Road, 
LEIGH, Lancs 


3 Pinkerton’s Colours; 10 Sweet Water 
Creek; 17 Cripple Creek Country Band: 
24 lona and Andy 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (weekly) 
Reform Club, Napier Street, Hazel 
Grove, STOCKPORT 

3 Convoy; 10 Desperado: 17 Spill The 
Beans; 24 Yellowstone Picnic Band — 
3rd Anniversary. Ticket show. Enquiries 
(061-456 7073) 


RUSTLER'S CMC (weekly) 

Little Lever Labour Club, 

Nr BOLTON, Lancs 

2 Sweetwater Creek; 8 Texans; 15 Billy 
Williams and Houston; 22 Clayton 
Country; 29 Five Dollar Country & 
Western Band 


PROSPECT CMC (fortnightly) 
Prospect Hotel, HARROGATE, 
North Yorkshire 

8 Breaker One-Nine; 22 Summer 
Special: West Virginia and B C & Lainey 


LEEDS CMC (weekly) 
Astoria Centre, Roundhay Road, 
LEEDS8 


4 Gunfighter Competition plus live 
band; 11, 18, 25 Live country music; 
22 Square dance with caller and Bev 
Williams and Midnight Flyer Band 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR 
CLUB (weekly) 

Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
DONCASTER, South Yorkshire 


4 Mick & Mick; 11 Clovis; 18 Johnny 
Marks; 25 Hudson & Kliene 


TUMBLING SHACK CMC 
(approx every 6 weeks) 
Greenfield WMC, Dunsville, 
DONCASTER, South Yorkshire 


19 Hillsiders 


BLUE @ GOLD CMC (weekly) 
Doncaster RLFC Social Club, 
Bentley Road, DONCASTER, South 
Yorkshire 


3 Wilburn Duo; 10 B C & Lainey: 
17 Vince Clayton with Pat & Roger 
Johns; 24 BC & Lainey 


CROWN CMC (.veekly) 

The Crown, Boston Spa, 

Nr WETHERBY, West Yorkshire 

2 Free Spirit; 9 Sweetwater Creek; 

16 Mel Hague; 23 Shotgun; 30 Southern 
Pride 


YORK CMC (weekly) 

The Winning Post Hotel, 
Bishopthorpe Road, YORK 

7 Tony Best; 14 Clovis Country Band; 
21 Breaker One-Nine; 28 John Aston 
Duo 


064 RAILWAY CMC (weekly) 
064 Anlaby Road, HULL 


1 Whiskery Dick; 8 John Aston Duo; 
15 Clovis Country Band; 22 Graham 
Broughton Duo; 29 Diablo 


EAST AND WEST ARDSLEY 
WMC (weekly) 

Top Common Lane, East Ardsley, Nr 
WAKEFIELD 


3 Tony Goodacre; 10 Satin & Gold; 
17 Sweetwater Creek; 24 Steve & Cyndi 


